
Servant
Compassionate Protector of People in Need 

“The mission has always been recognised by everyone as an identifying element of religious life...
[It]does not consist in doing things but essentially in being signs of the love of God in the world ...
Being is not to be identified with doing; even though it is the activity which ought to be the consequence of the being and its clear manifestation ...
The radical approach of the gospel  in the apostolic mission has meaning or sense, and is present and can be measured in the growth of pastoral charity”.

The third element of the profile of the new Salesian is the mission which is the fulfilment at the present time of the original project of Don Bosco "to be in the Church signs and bearers of the love of God for young people" (Cons 2). This mission "is the focal point of all our vocation." "From it comes the initiative and creativity to grow authentically in fidelity to our vocation ... Here we find the sure and definitive parameter of our identity."
 Our visibility and our credibility as consecrated Salesians depend on it. “By carrying out this mission we find our own way to holiness”. (Cons 2).
“Indeed, more than in external works, the mission consists in making Christ present to the world through personal witness. This is the challenge, this is the primary task of the consecrated life:”
 to be a living manifestation of the love of God revealed in Christ Jesus (Jn 3,16) who loved us to the end (Jn 13,1). It is a mission that is all the more urgent nowadays as the new forms of poverty increase in the world of the young.
To present the saving love of God we must be able to reproduce not only the reason for such love, a predilection for the weakest, but also the way we love them, without hesitation and without measure, which means giving our lives totally for their sake. As we contemplate Jesus, having compassion on the crowd, teaching his disciples to share their poverty and to obey his command to welcome and take care of the least among them, we undergo a “pastoral conversion” and come to share in the heart of Christ, apostle of the Father, who is the model and source of our spirit. (cf. Cons 11).
The needs of the people we are sent to are met when the apostle, by staying close to Jesus, perceives the mercy with which he looks at the crowds who seek him and sets about teaching them. Tending to the smallest and weakest is not optional for those who live with Christ, but if they are to be able to do it, the disciples must accept that they themselves are weak and insignificant.  There can be no “pastoral conversion” unless we have first undergone "Christian conversion" which comes about through staying permanently with him. 
Sharing in the compassion of Jesus 

Returning from their first mission, the disciples met Jesus, who was waiting for them to make sure they had some rest.  The proclamation of the kingdom had prevented them even from eating (Mk 6,31) as indeed it had earlier prevented Jesus (cf. Mk 3,20). Despite his original intention, when he saw there was a crowd looking for him, Jesus responded compassionately. He welcomed the people and taught them first and then, later, provided them miraculously with food. And in showing their compassion towards the crowd, the disciples of Jesus were deprived of the joy of being alone with Jesus.

It is not the multiplication of the loaves that the narrator wants to highlight. In fact, he gives more importance to the dialogue between Jesus and his disciples than to the miracle. This is significant. The multiplication of the loaves is just a final anecdote, albeit spectacular. The change that concerns the narrator is not the multiplication of the bread but the change that took place in the disciples. Through his conversation with them, Jesus converts them to become merciful. Before sharing what they have with Jesus, they share his compassion for the crowd. The miracle will not happen unless the disciples put their few belongings at his disposal.  To satisfy the hunger of the crowd, Jesus first had to win over his disciples and get them to part with the little they had.  He had to win their complete trust!

1. Becoming little to take care of the little ones 
One day, when the disciples were hoping that God would consider them "the greatest", Jesus got them to contemplate a little child, and he told them to become like him. The story is historically plausible. Jesus was indeed able that day to evangelize his disciples with a real child as the theme and starting point of his teaching.  According to Matthew’s gospel, the first thing Jesus said that day to the disciples who were living with him was that the child must be the measure of greatness in the kingdom. He wanted a community where those who are important are not valued more than the least, where the great will become little, and the powerful will agree to become powerless. Jesus wants a community of equals (cf. Mt 23,8-12), not because all have become great and influential, but because all have become like little children.
Only a true conversion from greater to smaller makes it possible for the weak, the defenceless and the abandoned to be well looked after and cared for. In the kind of community Jesus wants, concern for those who have gone astray is not a part time occupation or an individual commitment. A Christian community is not saved if one of its members is lost.  It cannot give up on those who are lost, even if it is their own fault or due to their own weakness, because the God in whom we believe never gives up and does not want anyone to be lost. A Christian community is one in which the insignificant ones matter, where the little ones are welcomed and the weak defended, where the one who is lost is sought until he is found. Such a community is a place of gratuitous love. In the Christian community, rather than worrying about their own salvation, the members must be concerned with living in order to save others because such is the will of our Father. When we do his will he does indeed become our Father.

 “I have promised God that I would give of myself to my last breath for my poor boys.”

Witnesses and Administrators 



       of the mercy of Jesus
(Mk 6,30-44)

“Those who do not go out of themselves, instead of being mediators, gradually become intermediaries, managers. We know the difference: the intermediary, the manager, “has already received his reward”, and since he doesn’t put his own skin and his own heart on the line, he never hears a warm, heartfelt word of thanks. This is precisely the reason for the dissatisfaction of some, who end up sad – sad priests - in some sense becoming collectors of antiques or novelties, instead of               being shepherds living with “the odour of the sheep”.           





                                                 This I ask you: be shepherds, with the “odour of the sheep”,                                                                                                                                  make it real, as shepherds among your flock, fishers of men…                                                            It is not a bad thing that reality itself forces us to “put out into the deep”,                                                where what we are by grace is clearly seen as pure grace”.
 



Jesus: give the hungry crowd something to eat. They had just had the experience of representing their Lord, preaching the gospel, healing the sick and casting out demons (Mk 6,12-13.30). Now they must learn, close to him, to have compassion in on the needy and to focus on other less glorious missions.  Caring for a crowd without bread is also a task of the apostle of Christ.  It is a mission they cannot escape from, because it is requested by the Lord himself. (Mk 6,37).

1.
Understanding the text 


The episode consists of two scenes: the return of the apostles (Mk 6.30 - 32) and the multiplication of the loaves (Mk 6.33 - 44 ).
 

The first scene, with no specific location,
 is a summary that serves as an introduction to the story of the miracle (cf. Mk 6,31.32 ) and as a conclusion of the story of the first mission of the apostles  (Mk 6,6b-13). The mission of the twelve
 thus remains bound to the first miracle of the multiplication of the loaves. In fact, it was after the success of his mission that the crowd rushed to Jesus (Mk 6, 33).  The people followed the disciples (Mk 6,33) and encountered the compassion of Jesus (Mk 6,34). 

30 The apostles returned to Jesus, and told him all that they had done and taught.   31 And he said to them, 






     



"Come away by yourselves to a lonely place, and rest a while."                                            For many were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat.
32 And they went away in the boat to a lonely place by themselves 


                  33 Now many saw them going, and knew them, and they ran there on foot from all the towns, and got there ahead of them. 


The second scene, the account of the miracle, is more elaborate. In it there are three units: Jesus notices the crowd that is looking for him (Mk 6,34), the disciples talk to Jesus about the people and their lack of resources (Mk 6.35 -38), the story of the miracle (Mk 6.39 - 44). 

The multiplication is told in such a simple way that it is only at the end when the number of diners is mentioned that we realize the magnitude of the event. This is the third time that a meal is mentioned in Mark’s gospel (Mk 1,31; 2,15-17). This time Jesus is hosting a huge crowd. By providing food he is acting as a shepherd (cf. Ps 22,1.5) to people who are  without a shepherd (Mark 6:34) .


34 As he went ashore he saw a great throng, and he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many things.

35 And when it grew late, his disciples came to him and said,      


"This is a lonely place, and the hour is now late; 36 send them away, to go into the country and villages round about and buy themselves something to eat."

37 But he answered them, 








"You give them something to eat." 





            And they said to him, 








"Shall we go and buy two hundred denarii worth of bread, and give it to them to eat?"
38 And he said to them, 








"How many loaves have you? Go and see." 




             And when they had found out, they said, 





"Five, and two fish."
39 Then he commanded them all to sit down by companies upon the green grass.

40 So they sat down in groups, by hundreds and by fifties.

41 And taking the five loaves and the two fish he looked up to heaven, and blessed, and broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples to set before the people; and he divided the two fish among them all.

42 And they all ate and were satisfied.

43 And they took up twelve baskets full of broken pieces and of the fish. 
               44 And those who ate the loaves were five thousand men.


After the mission, a well-deserved rest
The disciples returned to Jesus.  Nothing is said about the place, the duration or the results of the mission now completed.  All we know is that Jesus gathered his apostles around him once again. They had just completed the first task entrusted to them. They had acted and taught in his place and now they report on what they have achieved. The apostles returned to where they needed to be, where Jesus wanted them to be with him (cf. Mk 3,14). The report they give on "all that they had done and taught" ratifies their status as delegates of Jesus (Mk 6:30), from whom they had received the mission and powers (Mk 3,15; 6,7). Reporting back to the one who sent them is part of the ordinary duties of an envoy. The mission is not finished until they give an account of it.

Jesus responds to his missionaries’ communiqué by suggesting that they withdraw by themselves to a secluded place (Mk 6, 31a).
 He welcomes the returned missionaries with an offer of solitude and rest in a lonely place where they could be alone together. He thinks that after apostolic activity, rest is necessary. After the fatigue of the mission, there is an invitation to pause and rest. That was Jesus’ own practice (cf. Mt 1.35) and he wanted the same for his disciples. Jesus defends the apostles from the people they had ministered to (cf. Mk 3,20).  Now he offers them meditation and serenity.  The “welcome back” is prolonged in the invitation to rest.

They know who it was who sent them and now they will enjoy a time of intimacy with him. They worked hard in his name, bringing the kingdom to men. Now they enter into the circle of his intimate friends. Representing Jesus in the preaching of the kingdom is the surest way to become his intimate companion. The apostle, at the end of his mission, knows that he can count on the Lord for a time of rest. 

That was the intention of Jesus, but the hustle and bustle of the crowd prevented them from resting. (Mk 6,31b). This detail serves to emphasize the determination of the multitude to meet Jesus, and also his reaction and that of the group. They themselves did not get the chance to eat but they had to provide food for the crowd!  Jesus’ apostles, like Jesus himself (Mk 3,20; 1.35),  are besieged by the people they ministered to who come looking for them, making it impossible for them even to get a well-deserved rest. This is what happened to Jesus and to his apostles in solidarity with their Master. 

With the people at his heels 

Jesus insists on leading his disciples to a secluded place (Mt 1,35.45), away from the crowds (Mk 4,10.34; 7,17; 8,13-14; 9,2.28; 13,2).  For this reason, he chose the boat (Mk 6,32). This made it impossible for the people to follow him and made it possible for the apostles to rest with him. At least, that's what Jesus intended in attempting to escape. But the crowd was not prepared to let him leave them. When they saw what he was trying, they set out on foot and managed to get to the landing place before him (cf. Mk 6,45). The procession was joined by people from all the cities surrounding the lake, where obviously the people following Jesus had to pass (Mk 6,33).
 

This comment is exaggerated. The more the account gains in dramatic effect, the less historically likely it becomes. It is highly unlikely that a crowd walking by land would catch up on the group who had travelled by boat. But what is of interest to the narrator is to highlight the large number following Jesus, a number that was steadily growing (Mk 5,21.24.27.30.31), even against his will. It was the crowd that frustrated the plan of Jesus to rest with the apostles.  They would not let them rest or allow them to forget about them. 

Compassion, the way to be Messiah 


Getting out of the boat, Jesus met the crowd that was waiting for him (cf. Mk 5,2.21; 6,54) with needs that could not wait (Mk 6,34). Seeing the crowd, he felt compassion (cf. Mk 1,44; 8,2; 9,33). His attempt to get away from the crowd, motivated by the need of his apostles, did not mean he had become insensitive to the crowd. And since he did not succeed in getting way from them, he had to tend to them with mercy and compassion.


On seeing the crowd, Jesus felt compassion.  No reason is given other than the state of abandonment of the people: they were "like sheep without a shepherd" (cf. Ez 34.9 -11). The narrator’s intention is not to emphasize the feelings of Jesus but to describe his personal mission. Jesus interprets their anxiety to find him as a sign of the deep deprivation in which they are living. He is moved by the needs of the crowd. His compassion reflects the passion of God for His people (cf. Ex 16; Num 11). The image of the flock without a shepherd explains the reason for Jesus’ concern.  The people of God has become like a flock without a guide or guardian (cf. Num 27,17;   1 Kings 22,17; Ez 34.5-6) . What Jesus does as a result is a clear demonstration of the kind of leadership the people need.

The concern of Jesus as a teacher of multitudes is messianic: it reveals the concern of God, the supreme Shepherd, for his people.
 For this reason, his compassion transforms him into a shepherd and Messiah. It is significant that, before providing them with bread, he offers them his word. He begins his mission of shepherd by teaching. The first thing he gives them is his teaching. The people of God receive instruction first, then food. Moved with compassion Jesus becomes an evangelist.  What the people receive from him is a long instruction and a small amount of food – the fruit of his compassion. 

The disciple’s task: to notice the need

The people listening to him did not feel the time passing nor did they feel the need for anything else. The word of their Messiah was enough to satisfy them. They felt so good that they did not feel hungry. It was left to the disciples to tell Jesus that it was getting late and that they were far away from areas where there were people (Mk 6,35). When it was time for the main meal of the day, the disciples, with the best of intentions, asked Jesus to send the crowd away to get some food for themselves. They realized that the crowd must be hungry but they did not feel obliged to intervene. The disciples’ suggestion was not intended to bring the teaching of Jesus to an end, but only to interrupt it for a while. Their suggestion was certainly well-intentioned, even if there was an element of self-interest (Mk 6,36).

There is an indirect reference to the lack of supplies among the people. When they set out in search of Jesus they had not planned to stay with him. It also takes for granted that they would have sufficient means to buy what they needed. If they are in need now, it is because they had spent their time listening to Jesus.  They became hungry because Jesus did not stop talking in time. Their need to listen to Jesus was greater than their need for food. In a way, Jesus is responsible for their hunger. While they did not quite reprove him, the disciples brought the matter to his attention.  This was strange behaviour, typical of the disciples, bringing Jesus down to earth by telling him of the most urgent human needs of his listeners!
An unexpected order from Jesus 
Jesus surprised his disciples by telling them to take care of feeding the crowd (Mk 6:37a). They had not done anything to get themselves into that situation, except to let him know about it, and now they had to take the responsibility of finding a solution! The disciples took what Jesus said seriously and wondered if they should go and buy bread for all the listeners. Even two hundred denarii would not have been enough (Mk 6,8)
 but the disciples did not have that amount and in any case, that  would not have been enough to satisfy even one thousand people (Mk 6.44 : "There were five thousand men") .

The disciples’ question indicates the impossibility of the task and their inability to grasp what Jesus meant (Mk 6:37 b). While they are thinking of what they have not got, Jesus is already relying on what little they have. In this way the narrator wants to prepare the reader to appreciate the greatness of the miracle and, at the same time, he insists again on the disciples’ lack of understanding. They still did not call to mind the power of Jesus, even though they had already experienced it (cf. Mk 4.35 - 41). Staying close to Jesus did not save them from their lack of resources, but it gave them the opportunity to have recourse to him: they thought only about what they were missing instead of thinking about Jesus who was close to them. (Mk 6.51-52). They had him ... and all they worried about was their shortage of provisions! 

Jesus did not answer the objection of the disciples. He simply asked them how much they had.  He did not care about what they did not have – he wanted to know how much they did have.  By making them check the paltry amount of supplies available, Jesus was not trying to divert them from the order he had given. He wanted to help them to carry it out.  He wanted, certainly, to make them aware of their inability to carry out the order given. Five loaves and two fish, the usual food of fishermen (cf. Lk 24,42; Jn 21:9) was all they had (Mk 6,38).
 And that would be barely enough to feed Jesus and the twelve.

The statement about the scarcity of supplies serves to emphasize the exceptional nature of what Jesus did.  The smaller the amount they have to begin with, the greater will be the miracle worked by Jesus. (Mk 8:5; cf. 1 Kings 17,12; 2 Kings 4 42): the little the disciples give him will be material enough for the miracle, if they give all they have.  

Administrators of a miracle, despite their shortcomings 

When he let them see the impossibility of carrying out the task entrusted to them, Jesus took the initiative and acted as the sole host, master of the situation.  It is he himself, not the disciples (Lk 9:14), who commands the people to sit on the green grass (Mk 6.39)
 and to form large groups (Mk 6,40).
  He transforms the open countryside into a banquet hall for the crowd, as did God, in other times, in the desert (cf. Ex 16; Num 11).  He gets help from the disciples to serve the guests.  A crowd gathers round the table of Jesus. Their need for his Word has been satisfied. Now they are given bread to eat and are reconstituted as the people of God. The disciples will be executors of the will of Jesus, and for this reason, administrators of his miracle.

Mark is not interested in telling us how the multiplication happened. He draws attention to the consequences of the miracle. Jesus shares out the goods of his disciples in the way a father distributes food to his family members:  taking, blessing, breaking and giving it to be distributed (Mk 6:41). As is usual, praise to God precedes the common meal (cf. Mk 14:22).
 

Here the disciples receive a new mission. They have to ensure that the bread broken and blessed by Jesus gets to the crowd who are in need of a shepherd.  Jesus alone could not do it, and so they are associated with the ministry of their Lord. The apostolic service, the diakonia at table, is a consequence of the compassion of Jesus and the people’s need. Those who were not able to satisfy the hunger of the people, can at least help to distribute the bread of Jesus, who has used their scarce resources to feed a multitude of “five thousand men” (Mk 6,44).

Jesus cannot allow people to remain hungry for bread if they are suffering from hunger because they stayed to listen to him. Bringing the kingdom close to people also means meeting their most basicl needs. But this new job is subsequent to the shared mission and is a consequence of it.

A miracle to be recognised

Knowing now, at the end of the story, the number of people who were fed serves to highlight the extraordinary nature of the miracle. For each loaf of bread brought to Jesus, a thousand people were satisfied – only the men were taken into consideration by the narrator (Mk 6.44).  There was plenty left over, enough to fill twelve baskets ( Mk 6,34 ), one for each apostle. This was tangible proof of the effectiveness of the blessing of Jesus

The crowd did not seem to take notice of the multiplication (Mk 6,42).  They satisfied their hunger, and experienced the compassion of Jesus, but they were unable to recognize it, and they did not recognize that they had been especially touched by it. The disciples, who were aware of the scarcity of food, were the only ones able to appreciate the magnitude of the miracle. But, significantly, their reaction is not recorded. It should be remembered, however, that they were the ones who collected what was left over, at his command. The disciples, silent witnesses of the miracle, gathered in leftovers much more than they had made ​​available to Jesus. That is how generous Jesus was with them.
The miracle worked by Jesus was gratuitous in two ways: it was neither publicly called for nor publicly recognized as such. Just as, first of all, his teaching lasted a long time, so also his miracle was gratuitous and generous. This is the measure of the compassion of Jesus for his people. No less striking is the fact that Jesus, in order to satisfy the hunger of the crowd and to show his compassion for them, had recourse to the poverty of his disciples. They gave what little they had but it was all they had.  In return, each one of them collected a complete basketful.


1. Apply this to life

It is not often we find Jesus withdrawing, trying to avoid people who seek him, in order to stay with his disciples. Normally, if he withdrew, it was to pray alone. What message can we take from this decision of Jesus to take care of his disciples on their return from the first mission, or his intention to withdraw with them in order to rest? Why repay them for their first mission with a time of rest? Is it so important to spend time with the apostles that he feels compelled to hide from the people who are looking for him with so many needs and with such faith in him? How do we explain such a reaction on the part of Jesus? 


The compassion of Jesus comes as a result of his contemplation of the people through the eyes of God.  Seeing the people adrift and leaderless arouses the passion of God in those who witness their plight. Is that still true today?  The compassion of Jesus for the crowd deprives his followers of their promised rest, first of all, and then also of the little food they had.  They were witnesses of his compassion. Now they will have to put themselves at his service, so that Jesus may be able to reach out to the crowd in need. Where are the compassionate missionaries today who are willing to interrupt their retreat and their time of rest to attend to people in need who have no one to care for them?   Why are the hearts of Christ’s apostles not filled with his compassion? 

The apostles were the first to notice the state of need of God’s people, but that was not enough. Could it still happen today that apostles do little or nothing about the various types of hunger they observe among the people?  Is it perhaps that they think that the little they have is not enough for the many needs, and so they use their poverty as an excuse? Why do the apostles of today not put all they have at Christ’s disposal?  Do they think that what they have is too little for him to work miracles?  

The preachers of the Kingdom follow Jesus and serve the crowd who seek him. The people’s hunger is not caused by the apostles, nor can they satisfy it, but the people need the apostles as well as Jesus if they are to be satisfied.  The disciples do not take the initiative but they carry out Jesus’ orders.   Jesus needs the apostles to show compassion, and the crowd need the apostles to have their hunger met.  They were present as witnesses of the people’s hunger and of the miraculous multiplication of the food they brought.  Thanks to their contribution, the compassion of Jesus was effective and the people found a shepherd.


3.
Praying the Word 

It makes me think, Lord, that your people’s needs for God does not allow you to offer me the rest that you intended for me, when I return from the mission you entrusted to me. Does it disturb me that I do not have more time with you, to enjoy being alone with you and to regain my energy by being close to you? Do I accept willingly that you interrupt our time of joy together in order to take care of those most in need, the people to whom we are sent,  whom you have entrusted to me?  If I cannot have time alone with you, at least be with me when I am with the people who are in need of God.

Do not give me impossible tasks. Do not expect me to give an answer to all the needs that I discover in your people.  But make use of me and my poor resources to meet their needs. Multiply anything I can put at your disposal, so that your people will no longer suffer hunger, either for your Word or for bread. I can do very little with my small provisions, but everything is at your disposal, for you to use as a means of showing your compassion. 

Make use of me to find out what your people need, even if what I have is very little. Make use of all I have to assuage the needs of your people.  I will not be ashamed of my poverty if you use it to save.  Make me an instrument of your compassion and an administrator of your mercy.  And if you need to make use of everything that I have, then take it all now. Whatever happens, the only thing that matters to me is that I serve you and our people.  Convert my poverty into a sign of your compassion. Multiply my poor resources for the sake of your people. 
� P. Chávez, “Witnesses to the radical approach of the Gospel” Called to live in fidelity to the apostolic project of Don Bosco.  “Work and Temperance”,  AGC 413 (2012) 36.37.39.


� L. Ricceri, Prologue, 20th Special General Chapter  (Rome, 1972) 16.


� John Paul II, Vita consecrata. Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation (25 March 1996), n. 72. 


� MB XVIII, 258. “For you I study, for you I work, for you I live, for you I am ready even to give my life.”   (Don Ruffino, Cronaca dell’Oratorio: ASC 110, quaderno 5, 10).


� Pope Francis, Homily of Chrism Mass, 28 March 2013. Cf.     � HYPERLINK "http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/homilies/2013/documents/papa-francesco_20130328_messa-crismale_en.html. francesco_20130328_messa-crismale_en.html" �http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/homilies/2013/documents/papa-francesco_20130328_messa-crismale_en.html. francesco_20130328_messa-crismale_en.html�.


�This episode is one of the best evidenced in the evangelical tradition. The four evangelists are aware of it: Mark and Matthew tell it twice (Mk 6:30-44; 8.1-10; Mt 14:13-21; 15.32-39), Luke and John, once (Lk 9.10 -17: Jn 6:1-13). This makes it probable that there is a historical core to the event, and even if this were not the case, importance is attributed to it by the apostolic generation for the reconstruction of the public ministry of Jesus.


�  Lk 9,10 mentions Bethsaida.


� Mk 6,30 is the only one to use the term apostles to refer to the twelve (Mk 6,7). Its meaning is probably envoy, an official representive. (cf. Lk 11,49).


� Apart from one occasion, (Mk 7,33), Mark uses the expression kat’idian  (= by ourselves) always in relation to his disciples (Mk 4,34; 6,31.33; 9,2.28; 13,3)!.


� During their ministry in Galilee, Jesus and his dsiciples are regularly sought by the people: Mk 2,2; 3,7.10.20.32; 4,1; 5,21.24.27; 6,45.


� Cf. Is 40,11; Ez 34,5.23; Jer 31,10; Ps 23,1-4; 2 Chron 18,16; Zecc 13,7.


� It would be more or less the salary for a year’s work.


� In Jn 6,8-9 the disciples had even less. It was Andrew who told Jesus about the boy who had five barley loaves and two fish, but “what are they among so many?”


� Can we see here a reference to God’s pastoral care (cf. Ps 22,2) or is it rather proof that the Pasch was drawing near (cf. Jn 6,4)?


� The reference to the Exodus is obvious: in a deserted place (Mk 6,32), the community has the shepherd to guide them (Nm 27,17; Ps 22,1) and provide food for groups of 150 people (Ex 18,21-25; Nm 31,14). In the actions of Jesus (Mk 6,41) we can see also the early Eucharistic practice (Mk 14,22); as also in the concern that nothing should be lost. (Mk 6,43).


� The account in itself does not reflect the Eucharistic practice. However, when it was read in the early Christian communities it must have sounded to them like the way they celebrated the Lord’s meal.  
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