Mystic
Defender and proclaimer of the absolute primacy of God




"In our world, where it often seems that the signs of God's presence have been lost from sight,                       a convincing prophetic witness on the part of consecrated persons is increasingly necessary.                        In the first place this should entail the affirmation of the primacy of God and of eternal life,                           as evidenced in the following and imitation of the chaste, poor and obedient Christ. "



      


Today our prayer will be focused on the first element of the "profile of the new Salesian":  being a mystic leads him to live his vocation with total dedication and in permanent conversion, recognizing the unconditional supremacy of God. We focus our attention and our hearts on the person of Jesus, witness and model of faithfulness to the God who declared him his beloved Son,  who made the kingdom of God his exclusive occupation .

We want to follow the example of Jesus in his passion for God and for the things of God as a key to the understanding of his person and his work. The total identification with God and his cause confirmed him as the beloved Son and made ​​him the best evangelizer. These were not separate tasks, but Jesus experienced them separately.  Before devoting himself to preaching God and his kingdom, Jesus had to experience that he was Son of God as the Father wanted him to be. 
1 .    Beloved Son, Son who was tempted


Jesus had not yet begun his public ministry, which would have the kingdom of God as its task (Mtb 4,17; Mk 1,15), when he  received the Spirit and God declared that he was his loving Father (Mt 3,17; Mk 1,11; Lk 3,22).  He had not yet worked as an apostle but had already been proclaimed Son.  Before going to work as a preacher of the Kingdom, he must overcome temptation: the beloved Son of God must want to live as a Son.

The fact that the temptation followed the proclamation of his divine sonship and centred on it, illustrates well the manner in which the temptation occurred. The tempter does not dare to deny what God has said, but expresses a doubt which he communicates to the Son of God.  Trying to make him doubt, the tempter suggests some logical expectations. Jesus will have to opt for God, with no other support and assurance than God's Word.  It is by God’s Word that his children are nourished.


The tempter - we need to take note - concentrated his attack not on the mission of Jesus, but on his divine sonship, not on what he was doing but on who he had been told he was. In fact, by tempting Jesus, Satan was tempting God.  Only when the Son of God accepts God's will can he begin his victory over the evil one by preaching the kingdom.


2.  As spokesman of God, he must identify with his cause


Jesus overcomes temptation because he prefers to identify himself with God, to be what God wants him to be (Mt 4,3-11). Later he will appear in public embracing God’s cause, his kingdom on earth. The one who has come to proclaim God opposes Satan personally and comes out the winner. Is it any wonder that Jesus will make his first proclamation of the kingdom by expelling demons and freeing us from evil (Mt 4,24; cf. Mk 1,21-28)?

Having identified with God, he can become God’s spokesman. Aware that he is God’s Son, he is also aware of God’s projects (cf. Jn 3,45; 5,19; 7,29). He announces them, because he knows them (cf. Jn 8,28.55).  He will tell others what he knows from personal experience: the gospel he preaches is a public expression of his faith, the confession of his faithfulness in every trial (cf. Jn 5,17.19) .  He was presented by God as his beloved son (Mt 3,17).  Now he presents himself as God’s preacher. The gospel of the kingdom is his identity card. In the temptation he is identified as the Son of God.  In his mission he identifies with what his Father wants: to reign over Israel (Mt 4:17).  It is a fact that we must acknowledge that we are children of God, before we can speak of God as Father.

We should not pass over in silence the fact that, after announcing the kingdom (Mt 4,17) for the first time, Jesus orders two pairs of brothers to follow him (Mt 4,18-2). He has only one cause, God and his kingdom, but he did not want to pursue it alone. He announces a God who is close, and he not only wants to draw close to his hearers but wants to be accompanied by followers. Discipleship is the first fruit of true evangelization.
 



"The first object of our Society is the sanctification of its members.
So everyone on entry must let go of every other thought, every other concern ...
God alone should be the head, the one absolutely necessary Master.
 Therefore, the members should turn to God who is our head, our true master, the one who will reward us. 

It is for love of him each one should join the Society;
for  love of him we work, obey, abandon everything we possess in the world                                                                          
to be able to say at the end of life to the Saviour we have chosen as a model:                                                        ‘Ecce nos reliquimus omnia et secuti sumus te.’ (cf. Mt 19,27).”

Beloved Son, the Son who has been tried
(Mt 4,1-11)

 “There is a Person who gazes on you, loves you and calls you                                                          and you can accept or refuse the proposal.                                                                                          To a personal appeal one can reply “yes” or “no”.                                                                               All this happens with the greatest freedom.”




Matthew recounts in two occasions, strategically placed in his gospel, the struggle of Jesus to remain the son of his God , first against the tempter (Mt 4,1-11) and later with himself in lonely agony (Mt 26,36 -46).
 The grace of sonship which has just been proclaimed immediately becomes a task to be accepted freely ... at the cost of his own life.

At the beginning of his ministry, Jesus must defend three times his status as Son.   Alone in the desert, alone in his need, he has to face the tenacious onslaught of the tempter. At the end of his life, Jesus spent time in prayer, to defend himself from the Father and to free himself from his will as a last attempt to save his life. He felt the temptation to abandon his Father, denying his sonship proclaimed by the Father, when he was tempted in the desert to choose paths that had not been shown him by the Word, and in Gethsemane when he had to choose  between continuing to live and losing everything except his divine sonship.

Is it not significant that Jesus overcame the first test by having recourse to the Word (Mt 4,4.7.10) and the second and final test by not abandoning prayer (Mt 26,36.39.42.44 ) ?


1 . 
Understand the text

We know of the temptations of Jesus only from the synoptic tradition (Mt 4.1-11; Mk 1,12-13; Lk 4,1-13 ), where they are placed immediately after the scene of the baptism (Mt 3,13-17; Mk 1,9-11; Lk 3,21-22 ).
The episode is clearly defined. It begins with Jesus being led up to the devil (Mt 4,1-3 ) and ends when the devil gives way to the angels who come to serve him (Mt 4,11). The whole scene shows Jesus confronting the tempter. There are no other witnesses to the temptation ... nor to the tempter! Jesus is tempted while in absolute loneliness. 
The temptation takes place in three attacks, which are narrated in a concise and symmetrical manner:


a) The tempter always takes the initiative (Mt 4,3.5.8 ). The temptation does not arise at any time as a result of the situation of Jesus. It is not a result of his hunger, nor a consequence of any shortcomings. It is induced from the outside, but takes him by surprise in a moment of apparent weakness. Without being its cause, his powerlessness is the state in which he is tempted and this makes the temptation real and dangerous.
 

b) Jesus responds invariably by quoting God , relying on his written Word (Mt 4,4.6.10 ). It serves as discernment to overcome the test and to guide his personal option. Taking refuge in the familiar message, the written word of God, he manages to catch a glimpse of the hidden will of the Father. Listening to the Word saves him from listening to other voices: however promising they may be, they will never give him what he has already received from God.

c) The tempter continually changes the proposal. He repeats the temptation, but changes the reasons. Each time he offers bigger and more attractive goods (Mt 4,3.4.9). We must observe a certain progression in the grounds on which the diabolic proposal is based. First it is a question of saving his life, given his prolonged hunger. Then it is about calling on divine assistance in a time of emergency, and finally it is about proposing to dispense with God.  Hunger makes him doubt the providence of God and leads him to search for other safer, less demanding gods. No sooner has he overcome one temptation than he is faced with another worse one to be overcome. Clinging to the expressed will of God makes his children invincible. 
1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.

2 And he fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterward he was hungry.

3 And the tempter came and said to him, "If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread."

4 But he answered, "It is written, `Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.'" (cf. Dt 8,3)
5 Then the devil took him to the holy city, and set him on the pinnacle of the temple,

6 and said to him, "If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written, `He will give his angels charge of you,' and `On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.'" cf. Ps 91,11-12).
7 Jesus said to him, "Again it is written, `You shall not tempt the Lord your God.'" cf. Dt 6,16).
8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain, and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and the glory of them;

9 and he said to him, "All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me."

10 Then Jesus said to him, "Begone, Satan! for it is written, `You shall worship the Lord your God and him only shall you serve.'" (cf. Dt 6,13).
11 Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and ministered to him.


Already consecrated by the Spirit, the Son of God is tempted in the wilderness. It is clear that as there was no mission without prior declaration of sonship, so the first thing Jesus had to do as the Son of God was to confirm his sonship, by being put to the test. The test follows immediately after the grace and is the proof of it. As a suitable preparation for his evangelizing mission, Jesus has to make his own the grace given, struggling to preserve it.

Temptation, evidence of the Spirit!

Jesus, the Son of God but not yet a preacher of the Kingdom, is alone and feeling weak after prolonged fasting. His hunger and loneliness are not the starting point of temptation. The loneliness of Jesus before the devil would be an execrable situation if it had not been caused by the Spirit. If the tempter can approach him in the wilderness, it is because the Spirit had led him there.  It is the Spirit who leaves the Son of God in the hands of the devil (Mt 4,1)!  Is it reasonable that the Son is led by the Spirit to a place where he will doubt the decision of the Father? You cannot immediately describe something 'bad' if it is possible to choose good from it!

Between the Spirit’s leading Jesus to the wilderness and the intervention of the devil there is a long period of fasting,
 a typical activity of every devout Jew. This is how the text explains Jesus’ state of deep need at the time of the temptation. The prolonged fast had weakened him for the encounter with his tempter. The test comes to Jesus after he has done something good, but when he has less strength, and when there is no one to help him. Alone before the tempter, where will he find support?   It is a fact that God's children find themselves in serious need, so that they may have need of nothing else but God’s help.
  This is God’s way of teaching us (Heb 12.5 to 8).

Although repeated, the temptation is basically one, as the tempter is one. The devil tries to get Jesus to deny his divine sonship which was proclaimed publicly at his baptism.  With different reasons, but always with the same objective, the temptation is to deny God's decision: "This is my beloved son" (Mt 3,17). The possibility of going against the authority of God the Father is presented to Jesus as a temptation. (Mt 4,3.6 " if you are the son of God ... "). Jesus must choose to be Son, to be what God has told him, before all other opportunities and projects (cf. Mt 27.40-43).

For Christians, temptation, regardless of the circumstances or reasons that might justify it, always calls into question their personal relationship with God.  When examined closely, it is an attack on God the Father in his children. The grounds of temptation may vary.  What does not change is, in the end, the challenge to our condition as children of the Father. 

The Word as shield and food

The first attack of the devil (Mt 4,3-4) presupposes a situation of desperate need and relies heavily on this. A Son of God, worthy of respect, says the tempter, could very well make food from stones so as not to be in need. If he really is God’s Son, why not give it a try?

Fundamentally, the temptation is based on a concept of the divine that we are very accustomed to. God, and those who belong to him, should not have to suffer want or need. Of what use is God if we lack the necessities of life? What sense is there to a God who does not free us from hunger?  Is it not a kind of suicide to trust in a God who seems indifferent to our survival?

Jesus  quotes a text which reminded Israel that the hunger they suffered in the desert was a proof of the father’s care for them (Deut. 8.2 - 6 ). He says that what is needed is not only bread, which is always necessary and good in time of hunger, but everything that God chooses to say to us.   The Son of God is not the one who does not suffer need, but one who is nourished by the word of God. Jesus knows that the fact of being the beloved Son (Mt 3,17) does not save him from hunger when he fasts. Satisfying hunger is not a priority for the children of God who know that they are God’s children and who hunger for his Word.

The Father’s closeness challenged

The second attack (Mt 4,5-6 ) is located in the temple of Jerusalem, the privileged place of God's presence among his people . This location, and the conviction of faith that it presupposes, make the temptation more believable. That is the place where Jesus will feel God’s protection more, even though he is alone.   Precisely for this reason it raises the question: what meaning has God’s closeness to his children if they have no food? What good is a God who cannot guarantee a life without suffering?

The strategy of the tempter is subtle, and terrifying. Rejected by the power of the Word (Mt 4:4), he uses the word of God to tempt the Son of God (Mt 4,6).  What God has said can become an instrument of temptation! You can interpret the Word to justify going against God. Scripture can be put forward as a reason for our unwillingness to do God’s will. This is malice in the extreme: the evil hides behind God in order to tempt his Son.


Interestingly, Jesus responds by quoting a text which demands the exclusive service of God (Deut. 6:16) as if he were not the one being tested.  When the Son is tempted, the Father is also called into question. Do not the faithful who overcome temptation, also perhaps make God victorious? Defending the rights of God is the way for God’s children to survive temptation. It is clear that the way to be free of temptation is not by freeing ourselves from God, but by choosing only God as Jesus did. 

For a child of God, only the Father is to be adored

The third attack is the final one (Mt 4,8-10 ). The tempter, far from giving up, becomes more arrogant in light of his repeated failure. This must not be overlooked. He returns to the attack, this time crudely and without prevarication. He shows Jesus the world and its glory, and offers it all to him ... if he agrees to worship him. Only the devil would have the cheek to go so far, disguising himself as God.  The great seducer claims to be divine in the presence of the Son of God!  And that is how he is exposed.  Unable to mask the choice contrary to God with the Word of God, he now reveals his innermost intention, to be served as only God deserves. This time the temptation is based only on the tempter’s word, and not on the Word of God.

For the first time, and with unusual force, Jesus commands the tempter to get away from him, and then relies once more on the Word of God. The struggle is one against one, without intermediaries. Two wills are opposed, that of the Father (Mt 3,17: "This is my Son "), and that of the anti-Father (Mt 4,10 : "if, you fall at my feet and worship me"), both requiring obedience of the Son.  But, we should note well, while the Father's will assures Jesus that he is the beloved Son, what the devil proposes is to make of him a servant. God loves his Son because he is his Son. The enemy wants him for himself… always!  Here the root and malice of every temptation is revealed.

The text quoted later by Jesus (Deut. 5:9; cf. 6.13) is an integral part of the Decalogue (cf. Deut 5:6-21).  It resolves the issue once and for all and makes subsequent temptations unnecessary.  Nothing can overcome one who believes that only God is worthy of worship. We worship the God who attracts us, frees us from having to worship other lesser gods, resolves the issue once and for all and frees us from all temptations. Only one who has an exclusive passion for God is free from other passions and distractions.  Only such a person resembles the Son of God.



2 .  Apply it to life

Jesus who has just been proclaimed Son of God, must face temptation alone and weak with hunger. Here it is not God who puts him to the test, as it might well be (cf. Jas 1,13-14 )! But it is the Spirit that leads him to the tempter.  It is part of the Father’s pedagogy to put his beloved children to the test (Heb, 12:7-10) and so his only beloved Son was tempted.

Tempting the Son is a task of the Father.

Jesus had to make his own the love that God had manifested. The only temptation of Christ - the temptation of every authentic Christian - focuses on questioning the love that God has for his children. The circumstances may change but not the substance. Rather than evidence of weakness, temptations are a sign of the love of God for his people.  Temptation should not become a source of anguish and it is not a waste of time.

Do I see temptations as a sign of God’s love or do I fear them?  Do I see temptations and trials as signs of weakness on my part, of the shortcomings I have experienced, or the evil that I failed to avoid, or do I see them as a test of the love God has for me?  Do I measure temptations in terms of my weaknesses? Do I confuse them with my longings and desires or do I see them as opportunities to experience the fatherly love of God, as evidence that ratifies the love of God that I have already experienced?

The Spirit leads to the test those who know they have already been the subject of grace. Temptation is not a way to earn God's approval, nor is it a struggle with wrestlers or a daring pastime.  It is a necessary stage for docile children, part of the privilege of being loved by God alone. The guidance of the Spirit, and hunger produced by a religious fast, were the circumstances that preceded the temptations of Jesus, but they were not the reason.  The reason was none other than to question what God had told him: "You are my beloved Son" (Mt 1,13) .

Do I see every temptation I suffer, whether it was sought or not, as a desert into which I was led by the Spirit, as a place of solitude where I feel that I am under the gaze of the Father (Mt 6,4.6.8 ), as a time of hunger and weakness where my strength lies only in the love God feels for me, and not in what I feel without him?
Jesus responds to every suggestion of the tempter by having recourse to the Word of God. There is no better way to defend what God has said than God’s own Word. What use do I make of the Word in my life? Do I turn to it when I have to talk about God to others? Do I pay attention to the Word so that God may continue to talk to me?   When there so many people around me, and so much around me and maybe even in my heart, that calls God into question,  or maybe even attack him or force him to be silent, why do I not find the time or even the desire to listen to God? Is it not true that the longer I stay without listening to God the more I become attentive to the voice of the tempter? It is not understandable that if I ignore the Word of God, I end up not being able to recognize that I am a child loved by him?



A single temptation, even though repeated, to stop being Son of God

Jesus begins to see that the devil is calling into question his divine sonship (cf. Mt 4:13: "if you are the Son of God”) at a time when he was hungry. In fact, his hunger is something normal, the result of voluntary fasting, and his state of need is a result of an act of devotion. But the tempter throws over it the shadow of a doubt. What Jesus is feeling seems to contradict what God has said: if he were the Son of God he should not be suffering hunger.  He could turn stones into food. The insinuation is a subtle one. The more the Son of God feels hungry, the more tempting the stones become. Jesus resorts to the memory of the people (Deut. 8:3) and realizes that the Son need not worry about feeding the people or meeting their needs. The Son lives by what God says.  The word of God is bread for his children.
The best hunger we can feel is the hunger that we satisfy by doing good or refraining from evil. Does hunger lead us to discover that only God can fill our desire for life, only his will can satisfy our cravings for happiness?  What do we hunger for today? Does our fasting cause us pain?  What is the privation that causes us most suffering at present? Why do we not just listen to God to calm our needs and reduce our weakness?  Could it be, perhaps, that because we do not feel that we are God's children, we no longer feel hungry except for bread and love?

The second time Jesus sees his divine sonship being challenged is in the temple, the earthly residence of God, the place where he could really take the divine presence for granted. The temptation is based on this reasoning: anyone who knows he is the subject of the Father’s attention can suffer no ill consequences, since God will not allow him to be lost. The diabolical aspect of this temptation lies in the fact that it is based on what constituted the key to resisting the previous temptation - the word of God and God’s promise of ongoing assistance. The commitment of God to his children can nourish dreams of grandeur in them. If we take God for granted, we render God superfluous. We cheapen God if we think that because of his closeness, he is always at our disposal. 

By not wanting to put God to the test, Jesus implies that he does not require tangible proofs of his benevolence.  The Son of God does not need to put God to the test to know that he is under the care of the Father.  Is it enough for us to know that we are children of God or do we still have to feel his protection? Do we have confidence in God only when he keeps us free from every evil? What do I expect from God?  What conditions do I put before I trust in his fatherly care? Do I love God for what he gives me, if it helps me, or do I love him because he loves me and for no other reason?


The third temptation is the most blatant. The tempter removes his mask.  He does not particularly care about Jesus or his needs or his convictions.  He no longer questions what Jesus is for God. He now claims to be God for Jesus.  Power - is there anything more attractive? - is the only motive for this temptation. It is not merely a suggestion but an unconditional promise.  Jesus is promised power over all he could see. We should seriously consider that power and glory are the reason behind this last assault on the Son of God. Jesus chose only God, because only a God who loves him as his Son deserves to be adored.

Are there some quite insignificant forms of power that that separate me from God?  Perhaps gods less worthy of adoration than those that Jesus considered irrelevant? What are they, in concrete terms? Until I identify what it is, no matter how insignificant in itself, that is powerful enough to prevent me from worshipping God, I will not know what I have to detach myself from, so that God can return to me and become fully adorable again.  Why do I find it so easy to worship other gods that are not as powerful or as loving as God our Father?

The devil can do nothing against the children who prefer to worship their Father. The tempter always leaves those who have been won over by their beloved God.  Worship of the true God is the best antidote to deliver us from the evil one and from his wiles. Is he, for me, a God worthy of worship and the only object of worship?  Is he my only passion or is he still just one of many pleasant pastimes? The angels of God are his servants, and if I sometimes feel overlooked or ignored by God, it would be good for me to ask myself what I am worried about.  What is it that so preoccupies me that it leads me to lose interest in God? 


3 .     Praying the Word

Lord, I do not understand.  How is it that, after making me your son like Jesus, your Spirit led me to the wilderness and let me face my tempter? What reason can you possibly have to abandon me in my weakness and put your fatherly care to the test? What a strange way to 'educate' your children! Come, Lord, with me to my desert.  Stay with me when I am tempted. May your presence restore God's word to me and His Spirit! You share my desolation. Fill my emptiness and strengthen me with your Word! I will be waiting for you. It does not matter if I am alone and in need. My hunger for other things will speak to me of you, who are the only good in my life.

Your presence, and my being led by the Spirit of God, are of the utmost importance for me. It will have been well worth it to have been without God and separated from my brothers if you come to me. I have to learn, Lord, to feel that I am being led by your Spirit when I feel tempted to abandon you.  I need to learn to submit to any spiritual test that you want for me, but only those you choose.

I have not thought about it, Lord God, but since my baptism, when you said you were my Father, my whole life has been one single temptation, and a unique opportunity to show you that I accept your will, that I want to draw strength from your love, I want what you want, I want to be exactly as you want me - your beloved child. Now I see things a little more clearly.  My weaknesses are not the temptation. Maybe they feed it and make it specific, they strengthen it and lead me to implement it. The real temptation, the original one (Gen 3:5) is to ignore your wishes and repudiate you as my father.

I shall be eternally grateful to you, my God, for giving me a lifetime to prove that I love you as you love me, to accept that I am your son and that you are my Father. I thank you because you do not judge me for what I sometimes do or for what I often omit to do. You have been very understanding towards me. I do not know what to say to you. Nothing can express what I feel.  I will tell you simply that I love you as my Father and I want to be your son, today and forever.

I have to admit, Lord Jesus, that I do not always see you, as God your Father sees you.  I often fail to discover how truly divine you are, because I continue to contemplate you with my own eyes and not through the heart of my God.  It causes me pain.  I would love you more and I would love you better, if I saw you as the Father sees you.  I miss out on what is best in you when I think of you only as I see you with my poor imagination or in the light of my many needs. You do not fascinate me because I continue to be fascinated by the things I like and the fashion of the moment. If only I could see you as God sees you, and love you as he loves you, it would certainly be the most effective way for me to find how really fascinating you are. Today I dare to desire and I would like to ask you, to let me see you, divine as you are. Let me see in you, Lord, what the Father sees in you.  Give me the eyes and heart of God, to contemplate you as you really are.


You cannot deny, Lord, that the way your Father acts towards you is a bit strange. He says he loves you and yet he puts you to the test.  He declares that he is well pleased with you and then he leads you into the wilderness.  He calls you his Son and then puts you face to face with Satan, his worst enemy.  If this is the price to be paid for being loved and chosen by a God who proclaims himself your Father, would it not be better to be a stranger, or at least pass unnoticed by him? If he does this to the person who is the object of his love, surely it is something terrible to be loved by him!  I cannot deny that it makes me a bit afraid of having God as my Father.  I should realize that before you were tempted, you were elected. God did not send you to deal with Satan before he made you aware that you were his and were loved by him. In this way, he gave you the opportunity to show him that you wanted to be as he wanted you to be, that you were determined to be as he wanted you to be. Before being exposed to the enemy you were loved by God your Father. Only God’s children have to face his enemies, because, Lord, only his children can never become friends of those who are enemies of their father.  Who are my enemies today?  Who are the enemies that God, my Father, wants me to face today? 

If you, the beloved Son, have been tempted, why can I not bear the trials that God has thought suitable for me? Is it because, basically, I do not want to see myself as being worthy of you, because I am not ready to prove it? The evil is not the temptation, but the way I face it, doubting your love for me, forgetting how much you love me. I should not worry about the outcome of the test nor about your love for me, whether or not it is sufficient. When the children are tempted, it is not their strength that is being tested, but the will of the Father that is being questioned.  Lord, make me understand that when you test me, I feel your love.  You are being called into question whenever I am tempted. Your enemies are mine, since I am your son. I would be better able to face temptation if you were to assure me that you are testing my fidelity. You do not want me to conquer evil, but you want to convince me of your love.  Instead of pretending to test my weakness, let me see that you are trying to show me your fidelity.
Blessed be temptation, if through it I can prove to you who you are for me, and you can show me how much you love me! If I am able to renounce temptation for you, you will appreciate what you mean to me. I'm not so good that evil does not tempt me, Lord.  But you will be enough for me if I consider anything other than you of no value.  If you make my lights grow dim, and if you shine in my darkness, if you make me appreciate what I have and make less desirable the things I have not got, then you will be my Good. You are my God, the good compared to which all other things seem less good, the love that strengthens my will and makes my fidelity possible. Where you are not present will always be a desert for me. I want you to lead me to where I can prove that your love is effective in me. I want you to continue to test me as you child, because I want to be so always. 
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� The story of both texts, their place in the gospel and the evident hortatory intention, are the work of the editor. In both scenes there a historical memory, but the evangelist is not concerned with fidelity to what happened.  What is of interest to the narrator is to say that, during his ministry, Jesus underwent the test, that the children of God must pass (cf. Heb 12.5-10; Prov 3.11-12)
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