Saint John Bosco
is remembered as a man who
dedicated his life to the service of
abandoned young people. Over
150 Keurs ago he challenged the
way the youth were treated in the
desperate poverty that existed at that
time in the city of Turin, ltaly. Driven by
first-hand experience of the effects of
misery and hunger on the young people
he came across, he was determined to
change their condition. Others were
inspired to follow his example. Thus, he
created an order in the Catholic
Church, called the Salesians,
dedicated to respond to the
needs of the young
everywhere. For Don
Bosco, his Salesians
were to be the Signs
and Bearers of
God’s love for
the young.




John Bosco

is born at Becchi, a cluster of
farmhouses, part of the
village of Morialdo,
attached to the town of
Castelnuovo d’Asti. His
parents are Francis Bosco
and Margaret Occhiena. His
father dies when he is
barely two years old.
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Birth of the Institute of the |
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Mary Mazzagello, it¥first superior,

proves a capable formator and teacher
of spiritual life. Cheerful and serene, she

brin%s\ peace wherever she goes. On
14" May 1881, she dies a holy death.
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~=~Don Bosco writes the fomous -~
e Letfer-from Rome considered as the
~ 7 7““Magna Carta of, Salesian Education.
e There he states:
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- “By being loved in the thmgs they like, through taking part
o

€~ in their youthful interests, the young are led to see love
o also in those things which they find less attractive — such as |
a, “ 22 discipline, study and self-denial — and so learn to do these | :
; things with love.”
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“7 “If you want to be loved, you must make it clear that you love. = . ¥,
e /7 Jesus Christ made himself little with the little ones and bore [~ -~ =

* our weaknesses. He is our master in the friendly approach. f » sl . ~
"fr'/'f;_i The teacher who is seen only in the classroom is o teacher [~ - _} -
.  and nothing more; but if he joins in the pupils' recreation he = . = 7
%p//’ becomes their brother.” iy o = :
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- “It is enough for a young person to enter a Sc:lesu:m house P ek
SR 73 for Our Lady to take him under her special care.” e
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opens in Turin. He is declared F
enerable by Pope Pius X on
24" July 1907.
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The Salesian Coat of Arms, designed
by Prof. Boidi, appears for the first
time in d circular letter of Don Bosco
on 8th December 1885. The large
anchor, the shining star, and the
blazing heart symbolize faith, hope,
and charity. On the left is St. Francis
de Sales, the Patron of the Society.
The woods in the lower part remind
us of Don Bosco (bosco is ltalian for
woods)..The high mountains signify
the heightsiof perfection to which
members strive. The laurel and palm
branches are ‘emblems of a life of
virtue and sacrifice. The motto

“Da mihi animas, coetera folle”
expresses every Salesian’s ideal.

SALESIAN
COAT OF ARMS

The zealous pastor and doctor of
charity inspired Don Bosco by his
optimistic humanism and his complete
dedication to the pastoral care of
souls. In 1854 Don Bosco declared:

In 1859, Don Bosco gave the name
Society of St. Francis de Sales

to the first band of 18 young men
who wished to follow him

in his work for youth.

The Salesian Logo has two superimposed
images. In the bccfg;round, an ‘'S ﬁor
Salesians) is formed within a globe, like a
road winding between hills. Over this is a
stylized arrow pointing upwards. This
symbolizes the Salesian, embracing the
young, leading them and Lourne ing with
them. It also represents a home hel up
by the three pillars of reason, religion,
and loving kindness.
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In line with Don Bosco’s view of Christian humanism, Reason emphasizes the
value of the individual, of conscience, of human nature, of culture, of work,
of social living — that vast set of values which are essential for human
beings in their familial, civil and political life. It also includes
Reasonableness — understanding, dialogue and unfailing patience —
through which the practice of reasoning finds expression. —r
2 ey . " 4 o A

- Don Bosco’s pedagogy is essentially transcendent and
thus, Religious in nature. Its ultimate educationa
objective is the formation of the believer. For him the
?ro erly formed and mature man was the citizen with

aith, who places at the centre of his life the ideal of the
new man, Jesus Christ, and who bears courageous
witness to his own religious convictions. For Don Bosco,
the columns of an educational edifice are the Eucharist,
Penance, devotion to Qur Lady, and love for the Church |
and its pastors. - , "

-

From a methodological perspective comes Loving Kindness, which is a
daily attitude that is neither simple human love nor supernatural charity
alone. It is the expression of a complex reality and implies availability,
sound criteria and an upproEricre style of conduct. It is expressed in
Prccﬁce in the commitment of the educator as a person entirely dedicated
o the good of his pupils, present in their midst, ready to accept sacrifices
and hard work in the fulfillment of his mission. In this atmosphere of
pedagogical presence the educator is not looked upon as a superior, but
as a father, brother, friend. ; -
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