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Don Bosco in PNG - ALIVE @ 25
 
Rector Major in PNG – Silver Jubilee celebrations at Don Bosco Araimiri, Gulf Province - 11th September, 2005

 
Don Bosco’s memory is alive in PNG ! …. and forever it shall be ! … words of the theme song that ring in the hearts and the minds of all who attended the Don Bosco’s Silver Jubilee celebration in Papua New Guinea on 11th September, 2005 held at Don Bosco Araimiri Secondary School, Gulf Province, Papua New Guinea.

 
Fr. Pascual Chavez, sdb, Rector Major; Bishop Panfilo Francesco sdb, Bishop of Alotau; Fr. Luciano Odorico sdb, PNG-SI delegate; Fr. Klement Vaclav sdb, Regional EAO; Fr. Rolo Alcasid sdb, FIN vice-provincial, Fr. Valerian Barbero, pioneer of the Salesian work in Papua New Guinea that commenced in Araimiri, Sr. Florentina Cho csm, and salesains were welcomed by Bishop Paul Marx, msc, Bishop of Kerema at Kerema airport.  They were treated to a hearty breakfast by the Governor Chris Haiveta and other civil authorities.  The Rector Major presented Bishop Paul and Governor Chris – a statue and medal of Don Bosco as a token of thanks for the support they have rendered the salesians.  “We have received much from the Salesians” said the Bishop who had words of praise for all that the salesians do for the young; while Governor Chris stated that he and his staff would continue to render Fr. Peter Baquero sdb, Rector and Principal and the salesians whatever support and help they require to assist them in their work.  

 
A rough ride by canoe and truck took the group deep into the bush where the School and boarding is located.  In familiar chiefly tradition, Fr. Pascual Chavez was decorated and carried by a group of boys while traditional dancers of the Lise Oalai and the Moveave tribes dressed in their colourful traditional costumes danced and sang their welcome songs.  

 
The Eucharist was a lively liturgy with the students singing joyfully to the music accompaniment of hymns composed by Cl. Sanchez Angel sdb.  

 
In his homily the Rector Major gave thanks to God, Mary Help of Christians and Don Bosco for the 25 years of development in the different houses all over Papua New Guinea.  “The Silver Jubilee is an opportunity to look to the past with gratitude, to face the present with trust and to dream of the future with daring”, he said.  

 
He thanked the missionaries that came in from different countries bringing with them Don Bosco’s charism: a love for the young highlighted ‘through education: helping them to develop their talents and preparing them to face life with confidence, discovering the meaning of life and their own vocation in the world and in the Church’.  He thanked the people who welcomed the Salesians with open hearts and made special mention of the boys and girls, ‘who are the best gift that the Lord has given us, they are our mission’.  “Education” he reminded all, “is to make human beings more human”.  And it is important that as educators and pastors we strive to make an educational system more relevant by insisting on the validity of Don Bosco’s Preventive System.  “Dream of a PNG capable of taking in hand the reins of its own history, without having to depend on those outside but on its own resources - material but especially human,” he encouraged.  Work for a better world, that builds on a family spirit – ‘seedbeds for vocations’ and with a deep and fruitful spiritual life….. My wish is that through our Salesian presence in Papua New Guinea the Church will become a true instrument of peace, harmony and reconciliation”, he concluded.
 
Salesians, staff, students and guest were treated to a delicious meal organized by Fr. Gueco Raul sdb, Economer of the community.  The Rector Major and the guests were presented with gifts from the parishioners of Mary Help of Christians Parish, Lariau.  Prizes were awarded to the winners for the Rector Major’s cup in football and basketball.

 
A programme of song and dance followed, scripted and directed by Cl. Joseph Tinh sdb - depicting the arrival of the missionaries, the request for Salesians and the need to give glory to God through our lives.  

 
The Rector Major congratulated the students for the warm welcome, prayerful liturgy and the programme with he emphasized had a powerful religious message.  He encouraged the students to discover the dream that God has for each of us, striving to reach the highest stature of our Christian life and vocation.  The guests then made their way back to Port Moresby renewed, refreshed, enlightened and happy at the celebration.  

 
 
 
Reflections :

Fr. Valeriano Barbero sdb, pioneer of Arimeri, who spent 15 years, recalled with joy the early days, of the boys living in bush houses.  Several wanted to be educated there as the standard of the school grew and it received Government approval.  In 1986, when the former Rector Major, Fr. Egidio Vigano sdb, visited the mission he suggested that girls could also be part of the school and as a token of remembrance a church be built.  It was there that the celebrations were now being held.

 
 “It has been a wonderful celebration that has enlightened, renewed and transported me in time.  I ask Don Bosco to transform me to become his worthy granddaughter”, said Sr. Florentina Cho csm, now directress of Caritas school in Port Moresby who spent 18 months at Arimiri.

 
“I am happy to join in the celebration of 25 years of the presence of Don Bosco in Papua New Guinea.  It is here that the Salesian work took root and spread.  It was nice to see the enthusiasm of the young.  The charism of Don Bosco is a gift of the Holy Spirit to the church. The Salesians are much sought after to work in the different Dioceses”, stated Bishop Panfilo Francesco sdb, Bishop of Alutao and former PNG delegate.

 
“It gives me joy to see that the work of Araimiri is now rebuilding after the difficulties it has faced.  Being part of the celebration brought back happy memories of my stay here”, stated Fr. Raphel Galve sdb, who spent 15 years at Araimiri.
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