Good Night of the Rector Major in PNG 
10th September, 2005 at Don Bosco Delegation House, Boroko

 
As the day ended on 10th September, 2005, Salesians, salesian sisters, aspirants and a volunteer, gathered around the beautiful statue of Our Lady placed in the middle of the square and prayed the rosary animated by the brothers and the aspirants.  Rev. Fr. Pascual Chaves sdb, Rector Major addressed the gathering at the Goodnight.

 
He expressed his thanks for the warm welcome he received and stated that he felt at home.  He hoped that his visit would enlighten and set on fire the minds of the confreres, members of the Salesian family and the aspirants.  He recalled his recent visit to Colle Don Bosco, together with confreres of the Provinces of Poland and the Special circumscription, where Don Bosco had the cradle of his dream – his Vocation and Mission.  The goodnight focused on the convictions of Don Bosco.

 
1.                  Focus on the  youth

Taking the cue from the last film of Don Bosco, produced by RAI, he stressed that like Don Bosco, we too need to put all our energies at the service of the young who are not merely a resource for the future, but the centre of the present who need possibilities to develop and express their skills and talents.  Present now in 130 countries he emphasised the need to prepare ourselves for the mission with the young.

 
2.                  Focus on Education 

‘Quality education is to convey good feelings that transform society’, he stated.  He highlighted that understanding culture and its constraining mentality can be changed only through education.  Preparing committed ‘Honest citizens and good Christians’ to transform society and the world is our task.

 
3.                  Involve as many as possible

This noble cause of focusing on the young and their education requires that resources.  Don Bosco was able to harness resources from all corners of society.  He also saw the need to network and involve people at various levels.

 
And he concluded: ‘Don Bosco will not die if you continue his dream’.  

 
May we strive to make it happen
