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Hyderabad, 31 December 2003

Blessed Artemide Zatti:

A Call to the Human and Apostolic Formation

of the Salesian Brother


I wish to express my thanks for the gift of being able to share with you the experience of these days and the joy of being able to communicate to you some reflections and proposals concerning the figure of the Salesian Brother. It is not my intention to offer you some theoretical insights into what constitutes a Brother’s identity – that would be a theme worth studying – but a lively understanding of how Artemide Zatti lived it. The Brother’s identity can be understood only when one takes into account the life-stories and lived experience of so many Salesian Brothers who gave concrete shape to this original vocation. The narration of their life-stories enables us to grasp its nature, so clear and yet so varied, for indeed the Brother’s identity is lived out in many different ways. 


Right from the beginnings of the Congregation this vocation has been conspicuous for its deep attachment to Don Bosco, its dedication to the mission on behalf of poorer youth, its Gospel radicalism, its desire for holiness and its family style. This is also the case of Artemide Zatti. The narration of his life-story intersects with ours, with the story of the Congregation and with the stories of the Salesian Brothers of today. If we are here to speak of this vocation with renewed enthusiasm, confidence and hope, it is because the Church has recognized the signs of Salesian holiness in the life of Artemide Zatti. To recount his life-story is to feel called to share the story of our own vocation. This is how we would like to live during this Congress: narrating and sharing our life-stories.   


Salesian holiness, which in these days has received new confirmation in figures like Prince August Czartoryski, Sister Eusebia Palomino and the Salesian Cooperator, Alexandrina da Costa, is a beautiful mosaic. In it there now shines also the holiness of a Salesian Brother. In his first letter in which he proposed a plan of action, the Rector Major set before us the commitment of holiness: Dear Salesians, be saints! 
 Sanctity is our first task; it is the most beautiful gift that we can offer to the young; it is the proposal of a high standard of ordinary Christian living also for them.


Fr. Vecchi, in his letter before the beatification of Artemide Zatti, issued “a pressing invitation to meditate on the figure of Zatti, so as to give rise to practical steps and a commitment, at provincial and regional level, regarding the vocation of the Salesian Coadjutor Brother”.
 And this is what we intend to do these days. The holiness of this Brother “challenges our fidelity to our charism and our ability to offer at the present day examples of the Salesian lay vocation that are truly meaningful and attractive”.

1. Choosing the vocation to be a Salesian Brother  


In 1897 Artemide Zatti arrived at Bahìa Blanca in Argentina at the age of 17; he came from Northern Italy together with his family, who were looking for better living conditions. In fact, they lived poorly, working on land they hired from others. The parents had eight children, four of whom were boys and four were girls; Artemide, the third child, was born on 12 October 1880. In the family circle, he learned to live an intense Christian life and to face the fatigue and responsibility of work.


At Bahìa Blanca the Italian immigration milieu displayed some positive elements, such as a love of family, a commitment to work, and a faith that was deeply held and lived. The Salesians were responsible for the Parish of Our Lady of Ransom, and it was there that the Zatti family went to live. The parish also had a high school and a trade-school, and was a meeting-place for immigrants. The Zatti family struck up a strong friendship with the parish-priest, Fr. Charles Cavalli, a good and zealous missionary, particularly concerned for the poor and the sick. Artemide was only too happy to belong to this environment and found in Fr. Charles a sincere friend, a wise confessor and a skilled spiritual director who formed him to a daily life of prayer and weekly reception of the sacrament. 


Zatti joined to his desire for his own formation that of doing good to others. He used to accompany the parish priest on his visits to the sick; he was a zealous assistant of worker associations; he took part in liturgical services and saw to the decorum of the church. In this way he dedicated himself to God and neighbour. “This kind of life and interior attitude he kept up for about three years from his arrival at Bahìa Blanca in 1897 to 1900, while his vocation was maturing.”
    


“The Salesian vocation was bound to arise spontaneously, as something quite natural, in the life of the Servant of God. It was a consequence of the seriousness of his spiritual commitment and of his will to serve God and his neighbour. Moreover, living in daily contact with Fr. Cavalli and other confreres of the hardworking Salesian community, meant that he had always before him a testimony bound to encourage him to dedicate his life in a most radical form.”


The apostolic generosity of Fr. Cavalli, the happy and intense spiritual life of the Salesian environment, and the development of the Salesian work in Patagonia exercised a daily attraction on the young Artemide. He was also fascinated by the biography of Don Bosco. Consequently, when Fr. Cavalli suggested that he should set out on the road to the priesthood in the Salesian Congregation, he was ready to take the decision. And so, with the consent of his family, he entered the Salesian aspirantate of Bernal in April 1900, where, now an adult, he took up his studies once more and began preparing for his novitiate.


During his aspirantate years, because of his reliability and dedication, he was entrusted with the task of assisting a young priest suffering from tuberculosis. Zatti carried out the work with generosity, but soon afterwards caught the same disease himself. We are speaking of the year 1902. This event was to have a profound effect on his life. Notwithstanding the uncertainty of a cure and the continuation of his ailment, he accepted his situation generously. Soon he had to interrupt his aspirantate, and was sent to the community of Viedma where there was a hospital and a pharmacy run by Fr. Garrone. 


In the course of his illness, Artemide never abandoned his desire of becoming a Salesian and a priest. When his health began to improve, he started to offer his services in Fr. Garrone’s pharmacy. However, he did not get cured, and a decision had to be taken to clear up his uncertain situation. The superiors saw that his health continued to be precarious; they knew that with tuberculosis, at that time, one could never be sure of a definite cure; they felt that the curriculum of studies which Zatti would have to face would be long and hardly suitable for a sick man like him. On the other hand, seeing that he had already begun to work in the pharmacy and was doing well, and prompted a little by some pressure exerted by Fr. Garrone who was very happy with him, they suggested to Zatti that he profess as a Salesian Brother. 


It is clear that the superiors did not take this decision because of a negative judgement on his intellectual capacity; on the contrary, he had the gift of intelligence and a good cultural preparation. Nor does it seem that the superiors were ever aware of the promise he had made to dedicate himself to the good of his neighbour if he should be cured. In fact, seeing his serious condition, Fr. Garrone had earlier suggested to him to make a promise to Mary Help of Christians: in the event of a cure he would remain always at the side of Fr. Garrone, dedicating himself to the care of the sick. The Positio says that Zatti “believed, promised and recovered”.
 


When therefore the superiors proposed to Artemide that he become a lay Salesian, he willingly accepted. This in fact seemed to him to fit in with his commitment to consecrate himself to God, with his intention to stay with Don Bosco, and with the promise he made to Our Lady of devoting himself entirely to the care of the sick. This discernment took place between 1904 and 1906; at the end he himself would declare: “You can serve God as a priest or as a Brother: before God one is as good as the other, provided you live it as a vocation and with love”.


In this episode we come across the fundamental elements that enabled Artemide to grow in his vocation: a healthy family background, an attraction to Don Bosco, a busy adolescence, a spiritual life and apostolic service, a spiritual guide and a constant discernment process. All this is an inspiration to us in our pastoral work for vocations. We have to create a vocational culture, take care of vocations to Salesian life, guarantee whatever is necessary to make the Salesian Brother’s vocation known, and carry out a proper discernment. In this connection we can find some helpful indications given by Fr. Vecchi
 in the letter he wrote in preparation for the beatification of Sig. Zatti and in the guidelines offered in the Acts of the General Council
. I am not going to repeat what has been written there; I only wish to add some other practical aspects that could be useful for your Region.


1.1 Animating the pastoral work for vocations


In the first place, one must have trust in God and believe in the vocation of the Salesin Brother, for it is a matter of communicating an appreciation of this vocation. “I find it always a source of wonder that even today there are young men who seem to lack nothing they would need for heading towards the priesthood, and instead they choose to become consecrated laymen… We must be convinced that there are young men who do not identify with the priestly model, but are attracted by that of the consecrated layman.”
 


Perhaps it is also important to recall that the new attention that is being paid to the vocation of the Salesian Brother provokes us to rethink all the animation work for vocations in our Provinces. This is a new point of view that calls into question our current vocation policy and invites us to be more creative and more attentive to consecrated life and its lay form. 


It is important to remember too that there can be no animation of the pastoral work for vocations without models that one can look up to. The Salesian Brother must make himself capable of presenting his vocation and inviting young people to follow in his footsteps. Since the number of Salesian Brothers is small, would it not be advisable to have a substantial number of them in a particularly significant community rather than leave them isolated in a large number of communities? I believe an arrangement of this kind could make for a greater visibility of the Brother and a better animation of the pastoral work for vocations.


1.2 Proposing vocations


At the present day we have to make a special effort to “make known the vocation of the Salesian Brother by a specific and explicit presentation, which highlights consecrated life according to Don Bosco’s unique charism and explains how it is realized in the Brother and in the Salesian priest.”
 For this all Salesians need to deepen their knowledge and understanding of the identity of these two vocational figures, that of the Salesian Brother and that of the Salesian priest.


I would further suggest that the two forms of the Salesian vocation, Brother and priest, be presented always within the context of both vocations. We must avoid exaggerations, one-sided emphases and psychological pressure tactics in relation to the vocation of the Salesian Brother. We must also put aside the excessive identification of the figure of the Salesian Brother with tasks in the technical field; instead we should underline his many different educative and pastoral tasks as well.    


Our apostolic schools ought to be places that care for all vocations to the Christian life and therefore also for those of lay religious; there it is important to underline the evangelizing and apostolic activity of lay persons, and consequently also of lay consecrated persons. And, our aspirantates ought to be places that are concerned with vocations to the Salesian life; in them therefore care should be taken of both forms of the Salesian vocation, viz. that of the Salesian Brother and that of the Salesian priest. One has to ask whether there still exist aspirantates for Brother vocations and whether they still make sense today.   


1.3 Discerning vocations


In the process of deciding one’s vocation, motivations are important: we have to know, purify, deepen and strengthen them with the help of a spiritual guide. Young people desirous of entering Salesian life need to be asked: “Why do you want to become a Salesian? Why do you want to be a Salesian priest or a Salesian Brother?” And it is the sharing of motivations on the part of priests and Brothers that helps the candidates to clarify their own motivations. In particular, they want to hear why you, a Salesian Brother, chose this vocation.


We also need to identify the criteria of discernment for both the forms of the Salesian vocation. As I wrote in the Acts of the General Counci, “In ‘Criteria and Norms for Salesian Vocational Discernment’ we have some vocational criteria that can help us to discern what the characteristic features are to identify the one Salesian vocation, that of the Salesian priest and that of the Salesian Brother (CNVD 84-86); but these criteria need to be further studied by the Provincial Formation Commission and by the Formation Department, in order to find other specifications.”


In this meeting too we could attempt to find some motivations and some criteria for discernment that are specific to the vocation of a Salesian Brother, so as to avoid basing our decisions on stereotypes or on the mere absence of requisites for a vocation to the priesthood. 

2. The Identity of a Salesian Brother


A Salesian Brother’s identity is realized in different ways. There are many Salesian Brothers in fact who have given concrete expression to the characteristic traits of this original figure; Artemide Zatti is one who lived those traits all the way to the heights of sanctity.


If there is a prism through which the whole life of Bl. Artemide Zatti can be seen and understood it is sickness – his own and that of others. During his stay in  Viedma from 1902 to 1904,  Zatti accepted his sickness with full awareness and a generous heart, even though he saw it having a negative impact on his vocation to the priesthood. There was never on his lips a word of impatience, discouragement or dejection; never a lament. “I’m doing quite well,” he would say. “I’m happy and contented. I eat, drink, sleep and work a little to distract myself.”


When he was cured in 1904 through a singular intervention of Mary Help of Christians, he turned from being a patient into being an infirmarian, and the sickness of others became his apostolate. At the beginning he was a great help to Fr. Garrone, but when the priest died in 1911, and especially after 1915 when the hospital was inaugurated at its new premises, the main responsibility for the hospital fell on his shoulders. He was the only Salesian who had a certain amount of experience in the health sector and was able to assume responsibility for it because of his capacity for governance. In fact, he had to see to everything – personnel and maintenance, relations with doctors, daily expenses and the daily cross of debts that needed to be paid. 


In his circular letter on Artemide Zatti,
 Fr. Vecchi describes a typical day in the life of Artemide Zatti. He would be on his feet between 4.30 and 5 a.m., spend some time in personal prayer in the church, and then make his meditation with the community and take part in the Eucharist. After that, he would go to the hospital wards, where he always arrived smiling and with the cheerful greeting: “Good morning. Long live Jesus, Mary and Joseph.” Then he would ask: “Everyone still alive?” And the elderly patients would turn towards him in their beds and reply: “Everyone, Brother Zatti.” “Thanks be to God” would be his jovial rejoinder, and then he would pass from one bed to another to see what each one needed, and also to see whether anyone in fact was no longer breathing; in this case he would carry him on his own back to the mortuary.


After this visit he would have his breakfast in the community dining hall. Then he would go round the wards again to provide the patients with what they needed. With this job done, he would next get on his bicycle and leave for the city, because the St. Joseph’s Hospital not only had in-patients but also offered an out-patient service to those needing light medications or medical advice. Zatti rendered this out-patient service through his visits to families.


 At 12 noon he would take his lunch, and then often have an enthusiastic game of “bocce” with those who were convalescing. Between 2 and 4 p.m. he would be once again on his bicycle. After the tea-break, he would go round the city once again, or he would visit the wards, draw up the accounts or see to repairs.


At 6 in the evening he would take part in spiritual reading and in the Benediction service whenever it was held. After the patients had had their supper, he would pass through the wards once again in order to lead them in prayer and to give them the Salesian “good night”, offering them a good thought drawn from the life of a Saint, from Don Bosco or from the liturgy. His words were few but substantial. Then, he would attend to some work, and give the “good night” to the nurses, leaving them some thoughts to ponder or some special suggestions for their work. 


At 8 p.m. he would have his supper with the community, make yet another round of the hospital wards, and finally retire to his room to do some reading or personal work. During the night – and this was a regular occurrence – he would get up promptly to attend to any sick calls.


Among his chief collaborators at the St. Jospeh’s Hospital were the doctors. His relations with them were delicate in so far as one of the doctors was the Director of the Hospital from the legal point of view and held professional responsibility for the patients. Zatti’s responsibility was on the organizational side and the role of infirmarian. And so, it would have been easy for conflicts to arise. But Zatti went about his work in such a way as to earn everyone’s esteem for his goodness and competence. As Dr. Echay wrote: “Brother Zatti was a father to all the hospital personnel, and a good counsellor to us, junior doctors.”


In addition to the doctors, the most numerous service group in the Hospital was the one comprising the collaborators. There were times when St. Joseph’s had up to 70 beds; it was only natural therefore that there was need of the services of professional infirmarians, kitchen helpers, and workers who could see to the laundry, the ironing and the cleanliness of the Hospital. The Lord brought several young women to the Hospital, who, after they were cured, needed to find a job and settle down. Zatti, seeing that they were available, would show them through his own example what a beautiful thing it was to serve the Lord in the sick people; he would then suggest that they remain with him at the Hospital and share in its mission. Some of the girls were taken up by the great and joyful ideal of remaining to work at St. Joseph’s. Zatti would shoulder the responsibility of preparing them for the job and seeing to their spiritual formation.


Concerning his preparation to be infirmarian, Zatti did not rest on his laurels, but sought to complete through personal study what he had learned through practical experience. He had already obtained a Bachelor’s degree by doing a correspondence course; later he worked to secure from the University of La Plata an indispensable qualification that would enable him to open and run the Hospital pharmacy. The “Secretariat for Public Health” bestowed on him the official title of infirmarian, number 7253. And we have the testimony of Fr. De Roia who says: “In the matter of his cultural and professional formation, I remember seeing medical books and publications in his room and when I once asked him when he found the time to read them, he told me that he did so during the night or during the afternoon when his patients were having their siesta.”


The Hospital sought not only to cure physical ailments but also to carry out an authentic spiritual and pastoral activity aimed at the salvation of souls. Zatti assisted his personnel in the practice of their faith, joining with them in ceremonies and processions, and assisting at Mass on Sundays and feast-days together with the infirmarians. He also showed concern for the spiritual welfare of his patients: he gave them a “good morning” talk in which he referred to the saint of the day; later, in the wards, he invited them to recite the Rosary and briefly explained its mysteries; he ended with the “good night” every evening.


Zatti did not limit his apostolate to the St. Joseph’s Hospital. His zeal led him to take up a number of spiritual and material commitments in the city of Viedma. He animated the Association of Catholic Workers and took part in their meetings on Sundays for about two to three hours. He gave his services as an infirmarian to other institutions in the city, like the St. Francis de Sales School and the school run by the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians. The Italian emigrants asked him for help: they would request him to write for them to Italy, and sought his assistance in procuring documents. The civil authorities often had persons they were unable to look after and they turned to Zatti for help. He also gave assistance to prisoners. And since everyone admired him for his goodness and his readiness to be of service, they would all have recourse to him for a variety of needs.


Unfortunately this willingness to serve everyone sometimes landed him in difficulties - even in prison! In  August 1915 there was a prisoner by the name of Patrick Cabrera who needed treatment. The director of the penitentiary had him admitted as a patient in St. Joseph’s Hospital. The police usually are responsible for guarding prisoners, but in this case nothing was provided and Cabrera escaped during the night of August 19. In the morning of the 20th, as soon as he learned of what had taken place, Zatti went to the court to inform the judge. Because of the prevalent anticlericalism in certain quarters of Viedma, Zatti was thrown into prison. He was accused of “gross negligence” in failing to guard a prisoner. After some preliminary questioning, Zatti was left alone in his cell. On August 24 the Rector of the House, Fr. Joseph Manachino, a Doctor in Law, presented a defence of Zatti; the same day, on payment of bail, Zatti was able to return to his Hospital. Some days later he was absolved of any wrongdoing. 


In 1934 Viedma was erected as a diocese by the Holy See; the superiors offered the land on which the Hospital stood for building the Curia. The Hospital therefore was to be shifted to new premises belonging to the St. Isidore Agricultural School on the periphery of the city. For lack of funds, the execution of the decision did not take place at once, but in October 1941 a band of workers arrived on the scene with orders to demolish the Hospital immediately. Without any advance notice, Zatti suddenly had to empty the Hospital, which at that moment was full of sick people. 


It is easy to imagine the indignation of the people at being deprived of a hospital that had served and was still serving them so well. And all the more because the demolition began even while the sick were still in the Hospital. Talk began to spread of starting a campaign to defend the Hospital. Zatti did not say a word. The Bishop approached him and asked him to calm the people. Zatti sought to mollify those who wanted to take aggressive action against the Bishop. According to the testimony of a Salesian, Fr. Alfred De Mira, “The Servant of God never allowed anyone to criticize any action of the Bishop. And when I myself told him that the demolition of the Hospital was an act of injustice, he said: 'Let's not talk about these things. The superiors have done well.’”


This was one of the most difficult and dramatic moments of his life. He had given the whole of himself to the Hospital, not sparing any sacrifice, and now an institution that was recognized by everyone as providential was being destroyed. Zatti was deeply grieved; the confreres saw him weep; he refused to say a word except “May God’s will be done.” With a peace that surprised everyone, Zatti set about finding the means of transport to save what could be saved and to transfer 60 disabled persons to various parts of the city.                


All this resulted in there now being three or four centres of assistance, several kitchens and the usual work to be carried out in the pharmacy and for the sick people of the city. Zatti did not lose heart. He managed to gather all the sick people eventually at St. Isidore’s and the life of the hospital began again in full swing, albeit in conditions of emergency and discomfort. However, throughout the episode there was not to be heard a word of nostalgia on the lips of Artemide Zatti, no bitterness whatever, but only the joy of being able to continue looking after the poor.


Towards the middle of the 1940s there arose a new situation. In 1945 a new modern and well-equipped Regional Hospital was set up in Viedma. The sick now began to go there, except some who remained attached to and still preferred to go to St. Isidore’s Hospital. In the meantime Zatti’s health was beginning to show signs of failing, even if he was not yet struck by the illness that would eventually lead him to the grave.


It became necessary therefore to reorganize the Salesian works in Viedma, unifying the three communities – the school, the hospital and the “Quinta” of St. Isidore’s – in a single religious House under the responsibility of a Rector. It was natural and logical too that at this point in time the superiors should consider that the hospital had run its course, and all the more because they could not find any one to take Zatti’s place. 


Even though he continued to make sure that the hospital ran well, Zatti was clearly aware of the changes and showed himself amenable to every decision of his superiors. When he wrote to the Provincial proposing some small material adjustments in the hospital, he would add: “if you think that the hospital should continue”.


And when the Rector, Fr. Felician Lopez, was appointed administrator of the hospital, Zatti showered his affection on him, gave him information about everything in the hospital, and handed over to him all the money he had and the offerings he received. From being someone in charge he passed to being a simple dependent. And he was always grateful to his superiors for having freed him from the burden of his debts and from the hassles involved in administration.


3. The formation of the Salesian Brother in his vocation


Artemide assumed his personal responsibility for his human, spiritual, apostolic and professional growth. Entrusted with important tasks, he saw to qualifying himself for them. Though the times are different today and the Congregation has come a long way, formation always remains a decisive factor: it is at the service of growth in one’s vocation. There are several aspects of a Salesian Brother’s formation that need attention; in particular it is becoming important today to face up to the challenges of his human growth, apostolic dedication and initial formation. 


3.1 Initial formation


It is necessary to ensure that, in terms of secondary school studies for the sake of “a general cultural foundation”,
 the requirements for entry into the prenovitiate be the same for all, whether future Salesian Brothers or Salesian priests. The discernment of one’s vocation to be a Salesian priest or a Salesian Brother must be carried out in the novitiate, prior to the request for admission to profession, and should become definitive “before the specific formation after practical raining”.
 This means that in the previous phases of the prenovitiate and the aspirantate whatever elements of discernment are offered must concern both the vocations of Salesian priest and brother; but it is only when the time comes to apply for first profession that the form of the Salesian vocation chosen needs to be clearly stated.


The postnovitiate is the phase in which, in continuity with the novitiate, the common religious identity is further deepened and in which one prepares to be an educator and pastor; for this reason the Ratio states that “it is desirable that confreres preparing for the priesthood and brother confreres lead a common life in the same formation community where they see properly appreciated the two forms of the single Salesian vocation”
 In the Congregation, however, there are still some situations that seem to require a different arrangement. In the postnovitiate it is also necessary to experience the fact that the “curricula of equivalent level”
 may mean the possibility of following the same course of studies as well as the possibility of different courses.


The most innovative aspect of the Ratio regards the specific formation of the lay Salesian. In this area attempts are being made, but we have still much to try out and to plan for. We have a tradition for the specific formation of the Salesian priest, but not for that of the Salesian Brother. It is important not to be satisfied with half measures, because it is a question of reinforcing his identity as a Salesian Brother and providing him with a high quality formation that is theological, spiritual, educative and pastoral. It is necessary to ensure this formation after practical training. It is "something different from professional training";
 certainly we also have to provide opportunities for professional training.


It is also necessary to find a place in the formation communities of the prenovitiate, novitiate and postnovitiate for the Salesian Brother with roles of formation and teaching. Certainly this applies to the communities for the specific formation of the Salesian Brother, but it would also be desirable in the communities for the specific formation of Salesian priests. It is indeed important to ensure the presence of Brothers at significant moments in the life of formation communities.


3.2 Human growth


As you have been able to glean from the events I have presented to you, Artemide Zatti had, among other human qualities, an iron will and a joyful disposition; he was constantly on the move. Even when it was cold or raining, one cold see Zatti ride his bicycle through the streets of Viedma, humming a song. He greeting everyone on the street with a smile. He never failed to give alms and would add, “Pray for the hospital.”


According to the testimony of a doctor who worked with Zatti, ”he was not only a good infirmarian, but the very cure itself. He cured people by his very presence, his jokes and his songs. When a patient asked if he was not afraid of germs in the hospital, Zatti replied: “I have germs inside of me that eat up those that come from the outside.” On another occasion, since the mortuary was full, there was no place to keep the body of a patient who had just died. Zatti placed him in his bed for the night and slept on the floor. The next day they asked him: “But were you not afraid?” To which he replied: “Why should I be afraid? Both of us had a good sleep. We must be afraid of those who are living, not of those who are dead. And besides, dead people don’t snore!”


It is said that the office makes the man. This is what happened in Zatti’s life. The hospital, which was his field of work, had a considerable influence on his formation. Solidarity with his patients, attention to their needs, a spirit of sacrifice in devoting himself to them, a sense of responsibility for the work that had been placed on his shoulders, good relations with everyone – everything tumbled down from his role as infirmarian in the hospital.


What shone out in him was his uprightness, his gentle ways and his concern for everyone. He never spoke badly of anyone. And if he heard someone speak ill of another, he would always take the side of the latter and defend him. Zatti never spoke of his problems. He was respectful and considerate towards the rich and the poor, towards the learned and the ignorant, towards the young and the grown-ups, towards men and women: he was cordial, generous and accessible to everyone. But, it was absolutely clear that he had a preference for the sick and the poor. Each of his patients in fact felt loved by him as a son. Zatti was prudent in his dealings with doctors, infirmarians, collaborators and the health authorities. He never had any problems in relating to others; on the contrary, everyone acknowledged that he knew well how to keep peace and harmony in the whole environment.


And this led him to the total gift of himself, to a life spent for others. Not only did he manifest a constant readiness to assist a sick confrere from whom he contracted the illness, but after he was cured as a result of the offering he made of his life for the sick, he gave up the pursuit of the priesthood which had been his ardent desire, without a word of regret on his lips.


Heroism was the distinguishing mark of his everyday rhythm of life: his impeccable, perfect and edifying practice of the religious life with a constant effort of self-denial; his self-sacrificing service at all hours of the day (and the night) which included tasks that were burdensome and repugnant; the continual struggle with the chronic poverty of the hospital which tested his faith in Divine Providence; his readiness in the face of all human misfortunes that required his intervention; his endurance in times of difficulty and acceptance of every adverse situation; his calm and unflappable control of himself and the joyful and serene optimism he transmitted to people as he led them to God. It was a heroism of daily life, which included moments of dramatic suffering such as the one of the prison and the other of the demolition of the hospital. Artemide Zatti suffered, but his fortitude saw him through every trial and difficulty. In him the ordinary became extraordinary.  


Following the example of Artemide Zatti, the Salesian Brother is called to look after his human growth. Precisely because of his nearness to the “world of work” and to the secular realties that he wants to transform with the spirit of the  Gospel, he experiences in a concrete way certain values of the Salesian spirit: solidarity with the poor, a practical sense and a sense of urgency, a spirit of initiative and creativity, an ability to check back periodically and to adapt himself to different circumstances.


His lay situation enables him to enjoy a new and close presence with the young and with lay people; he can thus put into practice in a very particular way the Salesian style of relationships: openness and cordiality, simplicity, delicate familiarity and a progressive development of the social graces characteristic of lay people.

The kind of work that he carries out leads him to an admiration of the created world and the world of technology and art, and to practise in a special way the trait of Salesian optimism. In this way he appreciates earthly values, admires the creative power which God entrusts to man, and rejoices in the achievements of human science.
   

The Ratio marks out certain aspects to which the Salesian Brother ought to pay attention today in the matter of his human formation:


- a pattern of relationships marked by simplicity, tact and serenity;


- social virtues highly esteemed by people that make him accepted by everyone, including an ability to listen and to communicate;


- an experience of affectivity and an ability to meet different kinds of people in his educative relationships;


- daily contacts in the community and his relationship with the Salesian priest in a mutual exchange of gifts;


- a deep sensitivity to the world of work and culture, as well as an ability to size up situations objectively and adopt a professional approach.


Naturally it will be in the exercise of his apostolate that the Salesian Brother will find the opportunities for his human growth. But his human formation will not stand alone all by itself: it will go hand in hand with his spiritual formation, and even be a reflection of it. Guided and sustained by the Holy Spirit, who is the Spirit of the fullness of life, he will live in this way the grace of unity.


3.3 Apostolic dedication

The other aspect that emerges from the life of Artemide Zatti is his apostolic life and his work in the lay sector. You see it in his dedication to the care of the sick, which he made his field of apostolate. Unfortunately even today it happens that the secular sphere of life is not considered a fertile place for the apostolate. Instead, this must be the place where the Salesian Brother brings out the secular aspect of the mission of the Congregation. He is called to exercise “those typically lay functions and services that actualize the Salesian mission;…to assume the various educative, pastoral and missionary roles not directly linked to the priestly character, giving to them his own specific imprint of educator in the faith”
   

To accomplish his work as an infirmarian, Blessed Artemide realized that the practical experience he had gained through a lot of hard work over the years was not enough. He needed a more professional approach, and that is what led him to make the necessary effort to study, to obtain various degrees and to keep himself up-to-date. The present-day world attaches a lot of importance to professionalism. Good will alone and the capacity for hard and sacrificing work are not enough. There is also need for competence in one’s own field in order to ensure on the one hand the quality of one’s activity and to avoid on the other hand improvisation and superficiality in one’s work. 

But, even professionalism is not sufficient. It must proceed from a deep spiritual experience, which enlivens it and permeates it from within, giving rise to a new synthesis. We see in Artemide a life interwoven with a number of everyday services, typical of an infirmarian, but invested with a spirit of charity that transfigured everything. He lived his consecration in a constant union with God. In this way he appeared as a harmonious personality, unified and serene, open to the mystery of God lived in daily life. Fr. Vecchi says: “The seeking after professional excellence – which nowadays appears as an unavoidable requirement in our societies, and especially in those more developed – represents a challenge to the religious life. This, indeed, could run the risk of hiding behind the secular aspect, and making it the source of its identity, and concealing (or at least relegating to second place) the true identity of the Christian and religious life.”
    

It is in the “sanctified work” of Fr. Rinaldi that Fr. Vecchi seeing the synthesis of spirituality with a professional approach. “The concept of ‘work’ includes all the professional competence of which we are capable, and that of “sanctified” embodies the vitality of charity, self-giving, and a spirit of sacrifice.” “Quality of this kind in our work is the fruit of a Salesian life, ever careful to avoid the risk of a self-centred professional attitude aimed at promoting our own image or exclusively technical, in order to attain the objective of an altruistic professional approach directed to the good of others and their overall education. The Salesian, by virtue of his experience, will therefore be in a position to… [announce] a new kind of professional attitude, inspired by the Gospel, and able to renew the quality of life. It is the harmonious result of specific technical and cultural competence, of sound relational ability, and of deep ethical and spiritual motivation. And it seems able to redeem and give new significance to the work of man – which is a substantial part of his life – and, at the same time, to sustain and encourage the civilization of love.”
  

Blessed Artemide Zatti was humble, but this did not mean that he hid himself in anonymity. Barely four years after his perpetual profession, in 1915, he took charge of St. Joseph’s Hospital. This meant that the Superior had great confidence in him, in his competence and in his good will. The Hospital became the centre of public health of Viedma and Zatti was the centre of the Hospital; in fact, St. Joseph’s was called the Hospital of Brother Zatti. He was known by all the people of the city of Viedma, admired by his confreres and held in high esteem by the doctors. The Salesian Brother needs to be projected in the Church and in society. He must be inserted chiefly in educative tasks which render him visible and make known his figure in the Salesian community and in the EPC, especially to young people, and in the provincial structures of animation. His visibility is not to be limited to organizational, administrative or professional roles, but must also extend to roles that communicate the reality of his charism as a synthesis of professional competence, spiritual experience and educative and pastoral commitment. 

It is obvious that, to fulfil these tasks or roles that give him visibility, the Salesian Brother must be prepared. He has need of a pastoral formation that is specific to his vocation as a lay consecrated Salesian. The Ratio considers the following to be the elements of such an educative and pastoral formation:


- a particular sensitivity to poor youth and a closeness to the world of work and the concrete problems of life;


- a broad outlook on pastoral work and Salesian Youth Spirituality, the basis of his work of education among the young;


- a particular attention to the aspects that concern the mission of the Church in the world, the evangelization of culture and the role of lay people;


- an identification with his mission of educator and evangelizer of the young, along the lines of his specific vocation and in interdependence with the Salesian priest;


- an ability to animate, plan and work in a team within the educative and pastoral community, sharing with the laity and taking care of his relationship with the Salesian Family, and also to offer his special contribution within the animating nucleus, aware of the unique value of his apostolic consecration.
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