Salesian Community Plan 2003

1. God’s Call as perceived by our community

     The Lord calls the Salesian Community of Don Bosco Prep in Ramsey, New Jersey to be the face of Saint John Bosco in our area.  We are to be the Good Shepherds of reason, religion and loving-kindness to our colleagues in education, our parents and most of all our students.

     We believe that God calls us to be:

· the face of brotherly love: this compels us to be open to one another – diverse in age, experience, and culture always catalysts of forgiveness to greater communion;

· the face of authenticity: true to our Catholic values and love for the Church;
· the face of prayer: a powerhouse of prayer;
· the face of a simple lifestyle: living in a privileged area we are challenged to seek simplicity and to do with less;
· the face of new evangelization: by our presence and active involvement in relationships with those in our ministry, we live the Gospel as examples today and inspiration for our alumni;
· the face of service and social justice: enablers of an outreach to the poor, the needy and the outcast.
2. The Present Situation

     Throughout our history, Don Bosco Prep has been a locus of nearly 130 vocations to the priesthood and religious life.  It is to the credit of our founders who through great perseverance and personal sacrifice, a tradition was established of inviting young men to respond to God’s call and to reach out to immigrants.  This wellspring is centered on Don Bosco’s great devotion to Mary, the Help of Christians, replicated primarily in our school chapel, throughout our campus and at the Grotto of Our Lady.  

     Upon this strong spiritual foundation, a great academic reputation has been built up with many alumni sending their sons to the school and joining the staff.  This fortified alumni base has engendered a spirit of brotherhood that counts the strong Salesian presence and relationships as key to making the Don Bosco Prep experience a significant “oratorian heart” that has accompanied many throughout their lives.

     The challenge of our ministry today as a community returns us to the roots of our nearly 100 year tradition:

· the need to foster more vocations to religious life and the priesthood;

· the need of strong witness to prayer, traditional values and devotion to Mary;

· the need to maintain a strong Salesian presence;

· the need to animate our teachers, coaches and staff members to a greater awareness of our Salesian Educational methodology;

· the need to maintain our facilities, to provide just salaries/benefits and to stay current and on the cutting edge in education, technology and co-curricular activities.

3. Lines of Action

Fraternal Life and Salesian Presence

Shared Life Together

a. to provide opportunities to be together, relax and recreate;

b. to have community gatherings for recreation and refreshment;

c. through weekly community evenings (movie night-card games). CYM and appointed confreres

Evangelical Witness

Hospitality and welcome

a. to continually welcome one another, young people and guests to our home, school and ministry;

b. to show interest in one another’s activities; life stories; family through active conversation and involvement; to invite young people and guests to prayer and dinner

c. All confreres and the Director

Animation

Vocations

a. to give greater emphasis to vocation recruitment within our school community;

b. to bring groups of interested students on a visit to the Don Bosco Residence in Orange, NJ

c. Director, CYM and appointed confreres

Conclusion - Prayer Promise

     Our community is a work in progress, a work of art in the making.  We promise to do all we can to be involved in our Salesian Community Plan with trust, generosity and joy. May the face of the Good Shepherd after the heart of Don Bosco stay alive in who we are as a community and inspire the lives we come in contact with in our ministry and presence.  We ask Mary, the Help of Christians to continue to guide us.   Amen.

