[image: image1.png]



Grow in Holiness
Day of Vocation promotion

12th September, 2005 at East Boroko, NCD, PNG

 
Mary Help of Christians was the focus at the Thanksgiving Eucharistic celebration as Salesians and aspirants prayed for an increase in local vocations.  “It is to Mary Help of Christians, that I have entrusted the congregation, the whole Salesian Family and the world’s youth”, recalled Rev. Fr. Pascual Chaves sdb, Rector Major as he spoke to the congregation.

 
“Mary gives us four important attitudes for our life as believers”, he said.  ‘To share the ups and downs of men and women; be attentive to the needs of other; to discern the presence of Jesus and to turn to him and to be believers who are credible’.

 
He urged all to make Mary a mother and teacher who will enable us to be helpers of the young.  He has challenged the salesians of Papua New Guinea and Solomon Islands to build a shrine in honour of Mary Help of Christians and he hopes to be present for the blessing and inauguration.

 
The meal with the aspirants was followed by an entertaining family circle with items from the different groups.  ‘O sole mio’ sung by soloist Br. Tanaka Yukihiro sdb, was awarded the first place followed closely by the practical trainees that danced to a Bollywood hit number led by Cl. Caspa Charles sdb.

 
In his goodnight the Rector Major stressed the need to grow in holiness as something most needed in our vocation.  He shared with the salesians and the aspirants his welcome to the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI and the presentation of the request signed by the Salesian bishops to accelerate the process of Mama Margaret.  Over the years we have learnt a lot about the mother of Don Bosco.  “It was from her that Don Bosco picked up the idea of the goodnight that gives serenity to the experiences of the day” he said.  He also made mention of the 7 saleaians killed in the concentration camps and the 60 martyrs of the Spanish war.  “We belong to a family of saints … and there is no excuse for us not to grow in holiness”, he concluded.

 
The Salesian family look forward to and enriching youth and family day at Don Bsoco Technical Scool, Gabutu, NCD, tomorrow.
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