We Remember… we celebrate … we commit…..
Youth Day and Salesian Family Gathering

 
‘It was a day the youngsters will never forget’ as over 1500 students, salesians, teachers, friends, civil and government representatives gathered at Don Bosco Technical School, Gabutu, NCD, Port Moresby, on 13th September, 2005, to be part of the Youth Day and Salesian Family Gathering.  The Rector Major, Fr. Pascual Chavez sdb was welcomed by the Sepik group at the school entrance and carried aloft to the church.  150 students from Don Bosco Technological College, Boroko and 45 students from Don  Bosco School, Araimiri, 60 students from Caritas Technical School, 20 cooperators and others joined the over 700 students of Don Bosco Technical School, Gabutu for the day remembrance and gratitude, of joyous celebration and of renewed fidelity for the youth of PNG.  

 

Fr. Albert Lenon sdb, Rector welcomed the gathering at the start of the Eucharistic Celebration.  ‘We remember…the past, we celebrate … our presnt, we commit …ourselves to the future’ was the theme – constantly brought into focus at the different celebrations of the day – the Eucharist, the three hour lively entertainment followed the Eucharist, a delicious lunch for all and enjoyable participatory games filled the afternoon.  “I enjoyed the entire day.  It was great to be in Port Moresby and enjoy ourselves with the other Don Bosco students”, said a participant from Don Bosco, Araimiri.  “The well organized programme also gave each youngster the possibility of active participation at different moments” said another youngster.  “We commit ourselves to one people, one nation, one world,” were words of lady Carol Kidu as she thanked the Salesians for their contribution to education in PNG.  Mr. Peter Baki, former Education secretary was full of praise for the educational work of the Salesians. 

 

The well-animated Eucharistic celebration was presided over by Fr. Pascual Chavez sdb, Rector Major and concelebrated by Bishop Francesco Panfilo sdb, Bishop of Alatao, and about 20 salesian priests.  

 

‘I will sing forever’ choreographed by the DBTI students opened the Eucharistic celebration.  The bible procession was led by Mary Help of Christians parish, Sabama.  The powerful gospel message with its focus on ‘the greatest in the kingdom is a child’, was brought to life, enactment by the aspirants and salesians of Savio Haus.  The Caritas Technical students led the offertory procession while the Staff of DBTS, DBTI and CTSS prayerfully choreographed “Give thanks”, while the final procession was led by the DBTI New Ireland group.  

 

In his homily, the Rector Major, taking the cue from the gospel enactment stressed the child as the center of our life and mission and the need to make ourselves loved.  He reminded us of Don Bosco’s experience as an educator, ‘to educate one needs to make oneself humble, simple, poor, giving priority to others, seeking out those in need, looking for those who are abandoned, protecting those in danger ….’  He stressed happiness in life and not putting on airs of experience, knowledge and authority and being there in their joys and sorrows, dreams and problems, hopes and requests of the young.  His challenge to the entire Salesian Family was to globalize education, solidarity and peace.  To help the youngster realize his dream we need to: share our positive experiences; collaborate with others; pray, listen and celebrate together.

 

The three-hour lively entertainment coordinated expertly by Fr. Jess Escala sdb, Principal, had its moments of remembrance and thanks, light and sound; music and song, speeches and awards, cultural and creative modern dances.  Josephine Sager and Ramon Garay, MCs did an excellent job of introducing and connecting the different items.  for the occasion kept the The audience was The theme song: Don Bosco is Alive in PNG at 25, choreographed by Br Casper sdb highlighted the different members of Salesaian family.  

 

“This is the day of remembrance of the pioneer salesians in the presence of Fr. Valerano Barbero sdb, pioneer to Araimiri, the first Salesian presence in PNG; of celebrating and thanksgiving to the dioceses, civil authorities and educational institutes, collaborators, staff, parents, students for the joyful welcome, of gratitude in a very special and unique way to the Provincial of Manila for their generosity in sending personnel and supporting financially the different presences; of thanksgiving to the Rector Major, for the support of personnel, spiritual guidncae that we may grow more and more in serving the youth of PNG with untiring dedication”, stated Fr. Luciano Odorico sdb, Delegate of PNG-SI as he addressed the gathering.

 

Fr. Rolo Alcasid sdb, Vice-provincial FIN representing the Provincial of Manila, pledged the support of the province to which the delegation belongs.  “You are a constant challenge to us - to a more radical, more simple and more faithful Salesian Apostolic way of life”, he said, as he outlined the twining project and the openness to assist with funding proposals, which is a concrete expression of their solidarity.  “Every Salesian a missionary and every soul is a mission field”, he concluded.  

 

An emotional moment was the thunderous applause given by the audience at the awarding of the appreciation plaque by the Rector Major to the pioneer salesian of Papua New Guinea – Fr. Valeriano Barbero sdb.  “I accept this token of appreciation with gratitude, on behalf of Fr. Rolando Fernandez sdb and Br. Joseph Kramar sdb without whom things would not be possible”, were his few words to the audience.  Awards were also given to Bishop Francesco Panfilo sdb, the first Salesian Bishop in PNG; Lady Carol Kidu, for assisting DBTS on several occasions; Sir Brian Bell for helping Caritas School; Fr. Paul Guy msc, for encouraging the Salesians as they began DB-Gabutu; Mr. Peter Baki, former Education secretary, for his support to Don Bosco schools, Mr. John Haromairi for the good work of leadership in the MHC parish, Sabama.  

 

The message of the Rector Major to the audience was the programme of life that Don Bosco would give his boys – true happiness.  “You need to live a dream, be educated and grow in faith and love”.  The Rector major also spoke briefly to the members of the Saleains family stressing on the care of the young, young couples and the sacrament of Matrimony”.  

 

The different schools and institutes had the opportunity of healthy competition in football, basketball and tug-of-war.  Interesting fun-games included - the highest pyramid, drum roll, finding the treasure.  

 

Later in the afternoon the Rector Major visited the Mary Help of Christians parish, Sabama.  A short cultural programme followed.  Fr. Albert Lenon sdb, Rector and parish priest was happy to share the joys and their struggles of the people.  

 

At the goodnight later that evening, the Rector Major praised the programme held and stated that it had been an enjoyable experience for the young.  He highlighted the need to always be part of the church, build on the fact that we are now a tree with many branches and the need to be convinced of values for the young that will never distract us from our mission.  

