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FOREWORD

I am happy to write a short foreword to this collection of letters of Bishop Stephen Ferrando to his Missionary Sisters of Mary Help of Christians because I myself owe a big debt of gratitude to him.

During my second year of Latin studies in Valdocco, a tall cleric came to substitute our Assistant for fifteen days, and I remember how within that short period he won over the hearts of all his students. That cleric was Bishop Stephen Ferrando, the Founder of the Missionary Sisters of Mary Help of Christians. Divine Providence made of him my leader to Assam, when I was one of the first batch of novices called by Msgr. Mathias, then Prefect Apostolic of Assam, Manipur and Bhutan.

Fr. Ferrando was the Socius for ten months and Novice Master for the last two months of my Novitiate, my Rector during my course of philosophy and later on my Bishop for sixteen years. On one occasion when Msgr. Mathias and I were travelling to Guwahati, he said the following words to me: "I wish all of you could be as humble and obedient as your Rector, Fr. Ferrando".

I was rather close to Bishop Ferrando, especially after he had founded the Congregation of his Missionary Sisters. Often he asked me to preach retreats and conferences to them and he was very pleased that I had interpreted his ideas well. It was my happiness as a Bishop to have built some Convents for the Missionary Sisters in the Dioceses of Dibrugarh, Tezpur and Tura.

May this Birth Centenary Year of your Founder be an invitation for you to recall his saintly life and the great debt of gratitude you owe him. Today you have numerous voca​tions, when, as a whole, the number of vocations to reli-

gious life is on the decrease. It is because your Founder is blessing you from heaven.

The exhortations in his letters to you reflect the virtues that he himself practised. Therefore, imitate these virtues as true daughters of your Founder. May your Founder's great humility, charity, obedience and simplicity guide your Congregation to ever greater missionary success and reli​gious perfection.

June 24, 1995
Rt. Rev. Orestes Marengo, S.D.B. Bosco Mount, Rongkhon, Tura - West Garo Hills.


INTRODUCTION

My dear Sisters,

On the occasion of the Birth Centenary of our beloved Founder, Bishop Stephen Ferrando, I consider it a great privilege to present you with the collection of his letters to us his daughters from 1941 to 1978.

"Receive it as coming from the heart of a father who loves you tenderly," writes our Founder, way back in 1954 in one of his letters. These lines did not flow merely from his pen, but from his heart that was full of tender love for his daughters. We can read Bishop Ferrando in these let​ters, and that will certainly send our blood pulsing through our veins.

In his writings, you will discover his love for us, his priorities at heart and his deep-seated interest in our spir​itual welfare much more than in our material comforts, though that too was his object of concern.

Let us read and re-read these letters, study the noble person he was, live his exhortations and imbibe the great spiritual wealth contained here. I have no doubt that this rich collection at our disposal will be of much benefit to our personal study, meditation, good-night thoughts and confer​ences which will spur us on to imitate his virtues.

My earnest prayer is that each of us let our Founder live in our very lives and carry him along with us to our missionary undertakings.

Sr.Elizabeth Pakumala Mother General
