THE BIOGRAPHY
AND THE STUDIED INFORMATION
OF
REV. FR. CARLO DELLA TORRE

INTRODUCTION

The Congregation of the Daughters of the Queenship of Mary came into existence in the Church of Thailand in 1954. It was founded by Rev. Fr. Carlo della Torre, a Salesian Priest.

The establishment of a religious congregation came to Father Carlo's mind when he was dismissed from the army after the World War I. At the same time he was seeking his own way of life. When he consulted Rev. Fr. Seraphim, his spiritual director, he received this advice. "Carlo, listen to me and remember my words. You have to sacrifice everything, your family, your work and your study in order to become a priest. After that you will have to establish a religious congregation. When that time comes and if I am still alive, I will help you in the congregation you establish. Please give it a serious consideration. You have no other choice except the one I have just mentioned to you."

Father Carlo took it seriously, thinking that the words of his spiritual director were God's voice for him in selecting his way of life. Together with the events that have been happening in his life, he has decided to enter the Salesian Order and volunteered to be a missionary.

When he arrived in Thailand, he entered the novitiate studying philosophy and theology at Bangnokkhoek. At the same time his superiors gave him a task of looking after the seminarians and the kitchen of the seminary as well. While he was looking after the young girls working in the kitchen, he was thinking of establishing a native religious congregation in order to help the parishes in the diocese. He then asked for the permission to train those young girls who were interested in this way of life. Seeing that there were a lot of obstacles and difficulties to overcome in order to be able to establish a religious congregation, he fasted and mortified together prayers, especially the Rosary, for 8 years to find out the will of God.

When his superiors and the members of his Order did not agree with him, he had to drop the whole thing, with humility and obedience.

After his Ordination to the Priesthood and was posted at the Parish of Our Lady of Sorrows, Thamuang, Kanchanaburi, he tried to establish a religious congregation once again to fulfill the calling from above. He first gathered the young girls working in the kitchen of the parish and trained them. After he has gathered a big group, he made them live a religious life.

Father Carlo thought that the religious Orders in the country at that time have their limits in helping the local Churches, so he decided to make his religious congregation a lay consecrated life for the apostolate and to be close to the people.

Even so Father Carlo still had to face with obstacles. This was because the Salesian Order, at that time, did not allow its members to establish religious orders. So the Father decided to leave the Salesian Order and was incardinated into the Archdiocese of Bangkok and was able to establish the Congregation of the Daughters of the Queenship of Mary.

The members of the Congregation of the Daughters of the Queenship of Mary have learned of the holy life of the Father's through their common life with him and from the remarks made by those who have met him, by those who have received his kindness and assistance. Everyone was very much impressed by his human and priestly life, especially the following:

The believing in the directions of the Almighty without any doubts. Even though he did not know what lied ahead of him, yet he believed in God thoroughly.

The love and the readiness in helping the others, as a lay man or as a priest, he was ready to help and to sacrifice himself always and willingly.

The fasting, the sacrifices and mortification in detrimental to his health for himself and for those who were under his responsibility.

The devotion to the Blessed Sacrament, beside his love for and his intimacy with Jesus, the Father still consulted with Him in all matters.

The devotion to Our Lady, as a child to the mother, the Father said the Rosary all the time, in such a way that many were surprised. He believed that Mary would guide him in everything and made a resolution to ask everything from the Blessed Mother only.

His love for Don Bosco and the Salesian Order, even though he had some difficulties with his superiors yet he still loved and respected them. Even though he had to leave the Salesian Order in order to be able to establish a religious congregation according to the will of God, yet his love for the Salesian Order never diminished. And before he left this world, he made every effort to be able to return to the Order. At the same time he had asked the Salesian Order to receive the Congregation of the Daughters of the Queenship of Mary into the Salesian Family.

The life of poverty, he cultivated this virtue in his religious life worthy of praise. He used old clothes and his black cassock was almost worn out, yet he was generous to the poor and the needy. He never owned anything for himself.

The chastity, he was pure and without any blemish, even though he lived among the

young girls and young women. He did not only look at the external beauty but insisted on the internal one and the dignity of the soul. Therefore, his relationship with the Sisters was that of a father and children, of brother and sisters.

These things and many others are the reasons for the Daughters of the Queenship of Mary to present the life of the Rev. Fr. Carlo della Tone as a holy life, as a holy priest. This is because Father Carlo had borne witness to Christ Whom he had followed in faith, in hope and in love. This was apparent in his life. Therefore, his life was not an ordinary one for us, not that he was our founder but his holiness had shone clearly, worthy of a model. We, his daughters, could not be idle and let what we should do for the Church pass by. Therefore, The Congregation of the Daughters of the Queenship of Mary sees fit to present the life of a priest who was faithful to God. And had lived a holy life in our midst to those who are interested in, in order that everyone will give thanks, together, to God for a holy life and a model of faith and devotion.

In order that the cause of Father Carlo della Torre proceeds smoothly, The Congregation of the Daughters of the Queenship of Mary has gathered all the information and documents available for a thorough study. These documents are:

1. The documents from the archives of the Salesian Order in Rome, Italy (ASCR),

2. The documents from the archives of the Salesian Order in Bangkok, Thailand (ASCT)

3. The documents from the archives of the Daughters of the Queenship of Mary,

4. The autobiography of Rev. Fr. Carlo della Tone (The monument of love from the Father). It is a autobiography of Father Carlo's, in response to the demand of Rev. Fr. Giovanni Raineri, responsible for the Salesian Family, with the intention of giving the spiritual heritage to the Daughters of the Queenship of Mary. The Father himself has translated it into Thai with the help of Sister Ladda Ratchaniladdachitr. (While he was

translating it, if he suddenly remembered some events, he would add them in, while the Italian version was without.)

5. The documents from the archives of the Parish of Our Lady of Sorrows, Thamuang, Kanchnaburi,

6. The Commemoration of the 100 years Birth Anniversary of Father Carlo della Torre,

7. The Commemoration of the Silver Anniversary of the opening of the St. Mary's Building,

8. The Commemoration of the Silver Anniversary of the Pramae Mari Sathupradit

9. The Commemoration of the 100 Anniversary of the Cathedral of the Nativity of Mary, 10. The Commemoration of the Golden Anniversary of the Salesian Order in Thailand.

Having gathered all the documents for the study of the life of Father Carlo della Torre, we have divided them into six sections as follows:

Section one:
Documents relating directly to Father Carlo della Torre (CLS) Documents relating directly to the Father,

Section two: Documents relating directly to the writings of Father Carlo della Torre (CLW) -Letters to the Salesian Provincial and the plans for the new order -The letters he wrote to different people -The autobiography

-The first constitution of the Congregation from the original hand-written one -The topics for the preaching to the religious -Notebooks preparing the preaching for priests' retreats

Section three: Documents relating to and quoting Father Carlo della Torre (CLO) -Letters from the Salesian Provincial

-Letters from the Bishop's Residence and the Bishop's Residence of Bangkok -The letters from different people to Father Carlo -Letters from the Salesian Provincial to the Bishop of Bangkok

The documents re procedures in returning to the Salesian Order of Father Carlo -The letters from his nieces and nephews and the others

-The letters from Father Naireri re procedures in entering the Salesian Family

Section four: Documents relating to the events (CLC)

-The documentation of the interviews with the members who were at Srichan -The documentation re Father Carlo from the members and the others -Letters relating to Father Carlo della Torre -The articles from "Khong Wang" and "DQM" Newsletters

Section five:
Documents relating to the witnesses (CLE) -The interview of the witnesses

-The testimonies of the witnesses

Section six:
Holiness and the reputation (CLF)

-Documents preparing for the Commemoration of the 100 years Birth

Anniversary of Father Carlo della Tone

-The promotion of the life of Father Carlo della Tone

-The administration of the baptism to the people at Thamuang from LIBER BAPTIZATORUM (Vol. 1) 1911-1949 -The graces received through the intercession of the Father

Furthermore, The Congregation of the Daughters of the Queenship of Mary has been promoting the life of the Father to the Catholics in Thailand through the Catholic Weekly "Udomsam". The article named "Believe in Love, in Father Carlo's model" was published in the Don Bosco Newsletter regularly for the members of the Salesian Family, namely, The Salesians of St. John Bosco, The Daughters of Mary, Help of Christians, The Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, the collaborators, the lay members of the Family to know the life of the Father. At the same time, the Congregation has been promoting the life of the Father to The Pramae Mari Schools Network, the teachers, the pupils and their parents, including the former students in order that they would know the Father better. Also in Italy, in his birthplace, Cernusco in Milan, the Father's relatives have been doing the same through the local press.

Lately, the Congregation has printed a brief biography of the Father's and sent it to all the parishes in the country so that the Christians would know the Father better.

We, the members of the Congregation of the Daughters of the Queenship of Mary, believe and are convinced that Father Carlo is holy and is in heaven now. The Congregation has been gathering the information concerning Father Carlo della Torre ever since his decease in 1982 but not in the systematic way until the Commemoration of the 100 years Anniversary of his birth, July 8, 2002.

The Congregation of the Daughters of the Queenship of Mary, under the direction of Rev. Mother Chanphen Kitsawat, The Mother General, had planned the commemoration and had gathered Father Carlo's biography in an official way. The Congregation met for the first time on July 23, 1999 for this purpose. It was followed by many more.

On September 18, 1999, the Congregation had invited Rev. Fr. Surachai Chumsriphan to share his experience concerning the procedures for the cause of the Blessed Bumkert Kritcharoen. At the same time, the Congregation has asked him for advice concerning the procedures. From that time onward the gathering of Father Carlo's biography has begun in earnest, with the assistance of the following, in gathering and translating the documents:

Rev. Fr. Surachai Chumsriphan as a consulter from the Archdiocese of Bangkok who gave advice concerning the procedures. At the same time he also inspected the work in the Office for Father Carlo's Biography all the time. He checked all the documents.

Rev. Fr. Banchong Santisukniran as a consulter from the Salesian Order who helped in the study and the analysis of Father Carlo's life in different aspects, the translating of the documents. He also took part in the writing of Father Carlo's biography in this volume.

Rev. Fr. Narint Siriviriyanant helped with the translating of all the documents into Thai. Rev. Fr. Siranon Sanphet (a Camillian Priest), Rev. Fr. Maulo Basci (a Capuchine Brother Minors) and the Daughters of Mary, Help of Christians who helped in typing the Italian hand-written documents.

The interview of the witnesses started on October 16, 1999 and was carried out until the Commemoration of the 100 years Anniversary of his birth, July 8, 2002. The Congregation has been promoting the life of the Father in every way, in every occasion it can. The Commission is composed of:

Rev. Mother Chanphen Kitsawat
The President,

Rev. Sr. Sopha Vorasilp
member

Rev. Sr. Ladda Ratchanuladdachit member Rev. Sr. Keson Xaikeo member Rev. Sr. Ratchani Simmali member Rev. Sr. Urai Suksaad member Rev. Sr. Saksri Ngamvong member Rev. Sr. Vanurat Saenyakul member Rev. Sr. Sirinthip Kitsawat member Rev. Sr. Mayuri Ngamvong
member

At the present, the Congregation of the Daughters of the Queenship of Mary has completed gathering the documents. And has composed the biography of Rev. Fr. Carlo della Torre together with all the documents the Congregation has accumulated to present them to the Archbishop and to all those concerned of the Archdiocese of Bangkok for their consideration. If it is God's holy will for this son of His, to be honoured for his holiness, then may the Church one day canonize him.

The Congregation of the Daughters of the Queenship of Mary, October 7, 2001.
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