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The videos offered for the Salesian Mission Day 2013 speak of Salesian pastoral activity
in some Africa countries and have certain common elements running through them which
receive varied emphasis: catechumenate, strict collaboration between priests and cate-
chists, Easter Triduum and baptismal rites. Each video also has a brief comment by way
of a quotation from the post-synodal Exhortation Africae Munus of Benedict XVI.

The first video, The Faith Journey in Africa, general in nature, briefly tells the story of
how the Salesian charism cam about and developed in the African continent and the im-
portance of the pastoral option of the Church: the catechumenate as a journey of conver-
sion and formation to Christian faith.

The second video, Makalala Catechist School, is about the catechist who has an impor-
tant role in African pastoral activity. It presents the work of formation happening at
Makalala, in the south of Tanzania.

The third video, There is leaven in Luanda and the fourth video, Workers in the harvest,
present the Salesian work of evangelization in Angola in two different contexts. The first
focuses on the problems of the large urban centres; the second shows the systematic
work of the missionaries called to go out to the many villages spread throughout this
broad territory. In both circumstances one sees the strong need for strict cooperation be-
tween consecrated and lay, priest and catechist.

The fifth video, Parish as a school of faith, describes the work and the way it has been
organised by the very large Mary Help of Christians Parish, Lomè, Togo. This offers a
glimpse especially at the high point of the catechumenal journey: the Easter Triduum,
which is a joyful, profound experience.

Questions to aid reflection
Given the wealth of experiences seen in the faith journey in Africa, what possibilities
are there in your context for initial proclamation, catechesis and catechumenate?

The African continent is often viewed from a perspective of poverty, war and suffering.
What activities could you undertake in order to get to know the situation in Africa
better, as one of a deep experience of faith and human values? 

During this Year of Faith, how can you re-ignite your own faith and the faith of the
young in your context?

Teaching materials

AFRICA - green

The Mission Rosary 
for the Year of Faith

As a Salesian Community or Educative - Pastoral Community
let us contemplate, through Mary’s eyes, the mystery of

Christ as it is revealed and proclaimed across the continents.

AMERICA - red

ASIA - yellow

EUROPA - white

OCEANIA - blue

Worldwide Prayer Campaign

For the Year of Faith the Congregation for
Evangelization of Peoples is launching a world-
wide campaign. Its aim is to use the Rosary as
a way of accompanying the work of evangeliza-
tion throughout the world and to pray that
many of the baptised may deepen their faith’.
Pope Benedict XVI has told national Directors 
of the Pontifical Mission Society that: Today 
the Mission needs intense prayer. (11 May 2012)

What is the Mission Rosary
In February 1951 Venerable Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen (USA, 1895 – 1979) used radio 
(The Catholic Hour) to launch the ‘World Mission
Rosary’. This rosary is made up of 5 colours
representing five continents. Main in-
tentions are for peace in the world
and proclamation of the Gospel.




