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DIREZIONE  GENERALE  OPERE  DON BOSCO
            Via della Pisana 1111 -  00163 Roma

                          Il Rettor Maggiore
Letter of the Rector Major

Salesian Mission Day 2015

25 February 2014

Feast of the Holy Proto-Martyrs

Sts. Louis Versiglia and Callistus Caravario

Dear Confreres and Friends of the Salesian missions,

 On the eve of the 27th  General Chapter, I greet you with the heart of Don Bosco, wishing you a renewed missionary zeal. This is what Pope Francis asks of us in the Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium when he invites us to live in a "permanent state of mission" (EG n.25).  I am writing this letter on the Feast of Sts. Louis Versiglia and Callistus Caravario, Salesian missionaries and our Holy Proto-Martyrs. We thank the Lord for the gift of so many Salesians who, especially in the missions, have given their testimony in martyrdom to the Lord Jesus, Crucified and Risen, and to His Gospel.  I am invited to suggest a theme that will help the entire Congregation and the people who are close to us in spirit and in concrete action to strengthen the missionary culture in our provinces and transform into reality the dream of the Holy Father: that the Church may be open to “a missionary option … that is capable of transforming everything” (EG 27).

In the year 2015, I propose the theme  ‘Lord, send me…'  It is  a phrase from the Holy Scripture in which the Lord turns to Isaiah and asks, "Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?" And Isaiah answered, "Here I am, send me!" (Is 6,8). My hope and prayer is that these words become the voice in all our hearts, as a sign of full availability for the mission and a generosity that comes from an unlimited love for God and neighbour.
In addition to this phrase which will become the underlying motivation of our commitment,  I want to introduce here some fundamental reasons for celebrating the Salesian Mission Day.
                           

1 . Contemplating the Missionary Heart of Don Bosco

We have been preparing diligently over a three-year period for the bicentenary of the birth of Don Bosco.  We have tried to deepen our knowledge of his person and of his history, to study and update the preventive system,  and to be inspired by his spirituality. This will enable us also to discover his innate missionary vocation.  It is no surprise, then, that  immediately after the definitive approval of the Congregation in 1874,  Don Bosco organized his first missionary expedition on 11 November 1875. Today, 140 years later, we can contemplate with wonder and gratitude how that little seed planted outside Europe has grown into a mighty tree whose branches reach more than 130 countries worldwide. We cannot but marvel at the fact that the two congregations, SDB and FMA, which Don Bosco founded specifically to help young people at risk, are now among the most important missionary congregations of the Catholic Church.  It is my wish that Salesian Mission Day 2015 will help us to understand and contemplate the heart of our beloved Father and Founder, full of apostolic and missionary zeal.

2 . Rediscovering the Dynamics of the Missionary Zeal of Don Bosco and His Salesians 

This is the second goal we propose in this year of grace for the Salesian Congregation. The Salesian charism of Don Bosco  is implanted in more than 130 countries, and still produces abundant apostolic fruit. Thanks to the 11,000 and more Salesians sent by Don Bosco and his successors in numerous missionary expeditions. In the light of this phenomena, we should ask ourselves: What prompted Don Bosco and so many Salesians to reach out to the ends of the earth?  The best expression of the prayer  Da mihi animas, cetera tolle can be seen in the apostolic and missionary spirit of Don Bosco. His desire for the salvation of souls, especially of young people,  extended in an unlimited love from the young migrants in Turin to the mission ad gentes in America. We can benefit greatly from the profound knowledge and personal interiorization of the  motivations of Don Bosco and of our missionaries who have been sent around the world.

3 . Sharing Missionary Spirituality as an Expression of the Radical Witness

This is the third point I want to propose. The best way to get to know Christian spirituality is from the radical evangelical witness of the saints. In fact, the best pages of Salesian history are those written by the SDB and the FMA missionaries. They make us understand, much better than any documents on animation and missionary spirituality, the key elements that make an SDB, an FMA, a committed layperson or a volunteer, a person led by the Holy Spirit, a missionary, a preacher of the joy of the Gospel  and of a new humanity inspired by Gospel values​. The register of sanctity of the Salesian Family, has more than 167 members as Saints, Blesseds, Venerables and Servants of God, consisting of religious, lay people , priests, bishops and even young people, who are splendid witnesses of the Salesian charism. There are 114 martyrs.  Among the fifty-three  non- martyrs, there are as many as twenty-five missionaries or fruits of the first evangelization of missionaries.  Knowing the inner life, apostolic spirituality, sacrifice and generosity of our missionaries will help us to understand the preciousness of choices inspired by the radicalism of the Gospel which is the most urgent and meaningful invitation of the 27th General Chapter.

Dear friends, I invite you to accept the challenge of studying with interest and passion the story, the spiritual experience and the apostolic life of our great missionaries. If we can rediscover their aspirations and their interiority, their generous lives and the intensity of their self-giving,  we will be able to revive the missionary culture in every province  and local community.  This will enable us to respond to the invitation of Pope Francis to join with the Church in going out generously to meet God in the world of young people in the   cities, suburbs and slums, especially where Christ is not known yet.

I commend Salesian Mission Day 2015 to the intercession of Mary, Mother of the Church.

Affectionately in Don Bosco,
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Don Pascual Chávez Villanueva

Rector Major
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