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lewud-mhmdmwdwwqmmwww Taken
from the Canticle of Mary, the passage sigeifies how humble 3 servant Mary wns to the
Lord. Mary is a5 present i our S s v s She provides s with  role model figure 1o
show us Bt we are calied 10 lovw cthars and surrender cur v to God Mary win only
dcut 14 years oid when the Angel Gabeiud sppeared 10 e and asked her 20 Lo the mother
of God, She travely replied, “Babold 1 am the handmald
of the Lord Moy & be done to me according to your Alex Steele. ‘13
Word* St Petarshiurg Cathiole HE
St Petarshorg Fromicy

MDpWﬂSﬁlmmm&ml
learned that | had two mothers. My ea

windd retuen for me aftae thres hours of wng.dpm 1F | misnct b white tha wies sy, |
mm-m-m«m.hmmmm-nmmm understanding reaned with
me threughout like. m:-mlﬂmymmomammmmﬁmmmmm
epecally n iy tiaks She ghaes ma comfon, peace and shoulder to ¥t v frry
cares and trouties and ik her mmmmywmmmlm Furthermore, Micthar Mary senves
% an examgie of who | am 10 be a5 3 Chistion woman

As 2 Salesian, {lewrned that Macy & the Help of Chnstians | have embiraced this devotion and sk Mary for
helpin AR rrry eweds. | week 80 have & dewper relationship with Mary in the Saure. As Lentsr coflege, | kecw
that Lwdl need fer comzant gudanoe and encouragement in crcker to folow God's wil | found the move
Tha Nativity 10 b wiry inspring, and Mary's couage ad fia 16 God, poving. | found

dmays popudar, but in the end, | found that peagie respected
NOt &y 10 be pancipled In cur workd todyy. We must rely on God's grace and the help of His mother in ooder
10 lead a holy Iife.
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MARY, MODEL FOR ALL

showed immense 4ith in God and one whose
perusteece in the work of our Loed congquered the harcships that weere thrown at her

Even though she wirs young. she showed us IMPortant aspects on how we shoud fve
ouwr faith 10day. Qe of the most Important qualities that Mary showed us was her abliy
ito ksten to the cal trom God. Mary stened to the word of God that came through
Gabeiwl, when she was asked 16 bear the Son of Ged
MU UL LBER wihite Mary questioned Gabirisl when he tokd hee this, she
2 accepted the task withot hestation. For us, God's plan
) Wwon't be directly Lid out, but we stil need 1o isten for it

Our voCation i ona of T greatest chakoes that we have 10 sk threugh God. Wi shoud wie Mary & cur
example for how 10 fespond 1o this call. Whilke we sy questicn God's plan %or us, we should always accept &
and strive to carry It Out 35 Best 35 we can. This is the mannes in which Mary caried out the plan God gave her.
This tested hey Saith in many ways, mainky because she was 50 young and under scrutiiry from those around
her. At one point, she was even faced with the threat of being stoned. Even though she was confronted with
these cbstacies, har immeasirable faith in God allowed her 30 continue formard and carry out what she was
being caled to do.
muWsﬂ!hmmldmmwumﬂmma«ywuhx&oﬂhnnmmhmlyn
W Cans Lee Mary a5 Cur examplo for Bow 10 Cary out His will in 2 tine of adwersity, sisunsderstand
persecution. These obstacies thromn cur wiy aren't going 10 ba shors lived. Rather, lvdltwuhalmgmm

these

Mary 5 an ideal figure of someone who

Mary's strugghes 't end after Jesus was bam, = fisct, they worssned ay Jesus got clder. She had to scoept
the horible fate af bar san being perecuted and crucfied on 4 cross. Wide this may have been hard for hee 19
unchrstind, she fully befieved and truited o God.

We may not know what's in store dor us and why we are called to do certain things, but God does. If we e
open to the call and pursue it even when times get hard, as Mary did, then God's plan con untold nto
something beawtiful




chasen among all other women to bear the Son of God was the greatest honor ever
bentownd on & perscn, yet can you imagine how fear might have crept up on Mary? How
She was protubily very nesvous to ceery Jeaun? To tel foseph? Te have peagie look st her
with of minnderstinding s v wal Butrothed 1o )i h -
e~ Yot progurd’ Long bafots e spota e g S
wonds, Feow is wiekess, what is reeded is trua” (Luke 350, JPEs Sy
Mark 5350 Mary was [ing these words. » o

Daxng the nghe thing in life does not abwarys line wp with
lhnglh-uly"mg Mary times. the rosd that leach to
choosing the 1ight thing Is the bumplest of ak, “What is needed & trust.* Mary teaches us that choosing to do
hmM&mmmmulmmmhmmwmmm but the reward with the Father &5
the grestest, Mary s3id yes %0 God, bearing hs Son and being a mather to Jesus. Mary teaches us
tremendous trast and fsth i the Lord through her smple. urgiekding. powerful “yes*
Ko 6 the truth and the wary. Jesus i lowe. X5 hard to imaging the imensity of the kowe Datween This moeher
and this child. Imagine what Mary feit as she watched her Son during His passion. Mary trusted that God's plan
w35 being corried out yet the pain and gried she fek as she matched her Son strupgle must have been
unbearatile. As Mary watched jesus sufer, | think of how she did not know ssactly what God s plan was, but
trusted in #im with ber whole heart. | marvel 3t the way Mary placed her Ife i God's hands. When | think of
the 0 our own bves, in this day ond age, | look to Mary a5 an exampre of perseverance and
pure trust in Soflowing the Father's plan
Mary nevir 1o0uses 00 hersell, she adwins beadds us 10 Jesus. Through Mary's example. we can leam a greatier
sense of trust and fowe $or God and Jor €ach other. By praying 10 Mary and by keeping her in our minds, the
rood to the right thing may become much more bearable. even # it & bumpy.

Msﬂum-mﬂdﬁmmmﬂmhilzmmhngj-nlhu(h
one of us She went theough a great deal of struggle
[TITAVSIV IS throughout her ife, just ke each one of us. Mary, by
ERUSRSIEPR Fersell perfectly realived God's il and serves as the

parfact role model for af of us.

1 thank God for giving me such a great mother who can
f0ach me In simple and guiet warys. My mother Mary has
taughs me, and can teach each and every one of you, to

Sawnoe. Hoby Cow, that has 10 be a big resporsiteley! I'm
e it wen't esay o al; she was misuncerstood and
e jewrwd #t by hee communsty and peers. Mother Mary
Sainchars me 0 wepact that athers may not abweys
undarstaed the path | fisd mrsel! oo with God yet persevaring with Chist will abways load to a life choser 1o
Him. In every crcumstance, each one of us should hope with the grace of God, 10 persevent %0 the end and
obtain the joys of heawen (CCC THZT). The Blessed Mother was o the 400k of the cross, watching her son get
crucified 10 the cross. She dide't ask questions, but instead, ofered him the lave of a mather and her
presance. She has taught me 10 trust mn God's wil even though the situation may seem dark, hopeless, and
wihout purposs. She = truly » person of faith. and someore each and every one of us should look up %o
| am unied with Mary theoush sullering. We i human beings saperancs sadness Srough our own stlaring |
realize tha fullness of Mary's frumikty when | think about the intensity of her shock, cisbafet and intarce
SOMOW 35 $h remained with her son Srom birth unel death, His death was o homific that nearly al his
folowers abandoned him Yet Mary. Mary Magdalene and his apostie John remained. | ask mysei! ab the bme:
“What enabled Mary 10 remain with Jesus and preserved her through hs suffering?™ Mary's lowe for Jesus a5 his
mother, and her faith and hope in his divinity, enabiled her to endure the path 10 his death. Ofsen when
someone elss & sutlenng the best way we can help s just simply being with them and praying for them, Each
oneof\-tmmmMnnumhab/quwmmndkmﬂAmmmmwww
casy bt af ather imes, the witnessing of suffaring may require much greater effort. Durng the times when
our yffering is mest ntares. we e rememibec Miey with her son's sering Yes, & can be fand, sed o Smes
e may foel as Mary dic-- that we £an't 9a en. Yet Mary taaches us that theough our lowe for athens, rooted in
Our kv for Ged, and fith i the resurection and power of God's grace, we Bave the strength and courage to
persavere thrcugh any suffaring the wordd geesens.
Haow do chidren bet thesr mother know they love her? They obey her, listen 1o her and run 1o fer i times of
need.

Lessens from Mother Mary ae iy kssons that God taught hee n the sieece and opesness of hee
Iomaoudate Heart May we trust, Bston, and run to our Mothar in order to beteer hear and follow the Wil of tar
son, Jews.

PRESENCE

1f you walk into ary room st Academy of Cur Lady, you will notice theee things on o wall s
crucifel 4 pictare of Don Bowco, and usuly nght ret 1o Don Basco, & preture of Mary, Help
of Cheistives. Thars theew amages can liely be Tousd frequently in all of our Sewiian

schocls, becauia it is Bheough Den Bonco and Mary that we Tocus cur students on Jesus In
this month of Mary, we haw an cpponunity to raflct on the importance Mary had in Gon
Basco's life and, in ey in the bves of Salesian schacatory
sed studenty tocdey

We al know the famiar story of Doe Bosco's dreanm in
which Mary guided Don Bosco to change the attitude of
the meguided young boys by tseaching them with loving
kindress. At such 3 young ape, Don Bosco may not have
fully understood what Mary wie caling Sim o, but he

Theresy Matelsk

put his trust n her and theough her mapiration, Don

Basco led marny young souls 1o Jesus. What | cid not

Inaw was that the people of Turin had been honaring Mary Help of Chistare for many years before that
famcus dream.

Shortly betore Don Bosco was bom, the oty of Turin melcomed Pope Prs VIL o his may badk 10 Rome atter
being freed from eele in Savona Napoleon had arested and imgesoned the Port# for years, and re
atribated hes freedom to the intercession of Mary Help of Oristians. This wisk soldified a strong devotion in
and arcund Turin to Mary under the title Help of Chystians”  [You can bearn 5o much from paying atteron
to the homely of an SD&)

Saint Jobn Bosco e i That was t his aeatery, cnly pessitle becaus of Mary Hidp of
Chiistians. He ancouraged hs boys 10 keep this davation i well 1eding tham, Trust al things 10 Jeus in the
Blessed Sacrament and 1o Mary Hefp of Chekstians. and you will see what micadies are.

»\unmwomuSabms(had.-l-swwfummmhmymdmumumma\wmn At ACL
our gy wear the word “Fiat”™ an thar school blowses - 3 reminder to them 1o say yes to ol God asks of tham
Jont s My b, Cur students know well et Don Bosco tumed to Mary in sl things, because s » schook, we
tee tum to Mary ot all times. Mary is the role mod! of & strong woman that | hape my stadents wil continue
16 become. She said yos 10 God s plan for her 10 be fevas’ mother, despive the dificultios she woukd face
Decane of that yes. She then raised her son coly 10 watch him suffor and dio for reascns she did et yot fully
understand. Tha 1rust Mary had in God as she wirdhed the Passicn unfold is something to ispine to when
faced with what seews 1o be impossble hardships in our own Ives. It & Mary who can offer us comfort and
Mary who can lead us to Christ wihen we bum to her for help,

Daon Boscar gae his Salesian farmly 3 great gt when he taught us 10 trust o Mary. May ol peopie, students,
wcucan, and friends who spand Bme in cur Salsgun schacls find an appectusity 1o reflect cn ur mother
and beceme ciaier 16 hee son.

1t has been tokd that our Rector Major, Fr. Peter Ricaldone, mas once asked 1o sefect 3
scripghueal passage which he thought would best summanze the Salessn Congregation and
s mission o behalf of poung people. Many Salesiars came forward to affer him
suggestions which incuded phriss e "Wt the 12t chikdren camm wnto me”, or “unbess
Decome e a Sitle child, you shal not enter the ki of houvw’, or ¥
arpone affers scandal to one of these kttle cnes, it would
harve been better for im not %0 be bom* The
sggestions were mary and good, However, after
livtening 10 all of thesw and grerg somm thought and
prayer 1o it al, Fr. Ricaldons cpesnd the New Tetament
10 tha Gosped of Joabn 21, and chose the weds: *_and
the Mot of Jesus was there.” Those words, he said
Garve the total summary of the life of the Salesian
Congregation and its misgon oo behalf of the young. As
the years of esperience pass In my own Salesian life, |
continue to come to understand and appreciate more and mare the wisdom and reasons for Fr. Ricaldone's
«

“And Mary the mather of Nvus was there. ", not st in Cana at Gables, bt akio in the peer bowse in Bacchi,
whare Bttle nine year old Johreay Bosco had his fiest disam, and the mysteccus pRsonage in the deam girse
Johnrey bis seachar, *the 0ne whom your mothar has 1aught you 80 greet Theew Times a day” « and from that
night on, Mary's presence was palitabile in Don Bosco's fife. Mary was there when Mamma Maegaret taght
him catechsm and spoke 10 hm of the role and place of Mary In the e of 3 good Catholic She was there in
he meetngs with Don Joseph Calosso. She was there when he found himselt feedng lonely at the Mogla farm
She wars there when he went to study in the city and when he went to the seminary. She was there in hs
friendshps with Lows Comalio and Joseph Cafasso. She was there on his ordination day, June 5 1041 and she
certainly was there on the eventful moming of Gecember 8, 1841, when Don Bosco tells us he met the firnt boy
wnd began hix work with the young with & Hail Mary and a smple catechism lesson She was there i une,
1368, at the comwecration of the Basiics of Mary Help of Chnstians, an whase waly am inscrited the wards that
My ik this house for herslf - theauch graces and miracis recsived theaugh her imtercession and the
prisgers of ber servant, Dea Boice, In fact, Don Bosco Ml tels us he never ok a step in ks mission ec in
the feunding of his Sockaty without first coniulting our Biesad Mothe:

Mary, the mather of Jesus, was certanly there i May, 1657, at the consecration of the Baslca of the Sacred
Heart in Rome when whils celebrating Mass at the akar of Mary Melp of Cheitians, o wom out and fecbie Don
Bosco broke down and cried. Whes he was ssked wiry he was crying so much, Don Bosco's snswer was both
vimple and peafound: “anly now heve | come to undentand the dresm | had when | wirs nine years old!* And
My was Swre co that tesin ride back to the Oratory sher She celebrations in Rome for the decication of the
Basiica of the Sacrad Heart, whas, with tears in bes syus, Don Boico tumed 1o his fathiul secretary, Futher
Chiades Vighettl, and said 10 him: W only | had had moce Lith in Mary Help of Owistians, how modh maore |
could have done®™ We know, and Don Bosce and the Sakesian Constimutions tell us dearty, that the o
foundress of tha Salesian Scciety is Mary, hersalf, "Mary did it alll”

feontinuad on neat poge)




LY DAY AT SIX FLAG:

Tre Salesan Comstitutions tell us that Mary was there 25 Don Bosco's teacher. a5 he Ived the spintual and
educative ssperience which we call the Freventive System [CA20f and that she is present in the process, even
today, 25 3 mother who hefps and infuses hope s we strive 10 evangelize the young peopie of tody IC #34)
Mary is present | beleve, because at Cang in Galllee she gave us the key to undesstading Don Bosco's misson
to the young — and %0 ol we serve — wihan the tells us 10 “do whatever Jesus tells yo ™ This is, 0 fact, what
Dan Bosco spent his Me doing -~ and wore Mimsal cut doing: intreducing his young peaple 1o Jesus, 3o that
they coubd come ta keow and snderstand Him and to learn how 1o live w Jesun teds us 10 fve. And this
contiouin 1o be the challenge we Salesians face todey in the few sviegeiization -- in cur Bme, in our culture in
our tchnalogical 4ge -- how do we introduce Jews 10 yourg pecple snd teach them 8o [ is Jews 1dk us to
B in 2 language and wiry they Can understand? Cortainy tha oo 50 hefp us and 18l us with the hope that we
G succeed, regardiess of the ower- powaring voices that prodaim a message other than Jesus’, is Mary < the
mather of Jesus - and our mother. Mary the mother of Jesus 1S hare!

Just as Mary was present in Cana, and vulwd the dfﬁwr; that the young couple was faong before amyone
wye noticed. Mary G the dité ges facing sur young peaple tadey, In Yo same wary
o R b dvcliod gaing 1o b- abil 10 bk that yperng couste sy if they Srat mee Jesus, e is
seaions that we (seeviets of the yeung sockny| came 10 know Msis mane desply, 0 we can balp the young in
thair chalkings of dhanging the water of lile isto tha rich wing of fath and hope and love. Mary is constantly
IRroduiing w5 10 Jeous, and comzantly ringing Jesus Aong to medt us And the formula for evangelkzation
and for the fulfliment of Don Bosco's mission remains the same: "Do whatewsr He tells poud”™

In & recert Bomiy, cur Holy Fathes, Pape Francis, told us that Mary & ahmays i haste 5o help us - this is 3 key
1o her mission. As we reflect in this month of May o Mary's role in the life snd misson of the Selmisn
Congregution, we ses that the Hoby Father's words buse cmtainly been true for us. Trudy, the Rector Majer,
Firther Ricaldorm oot it right, *. aret Miry The mesher of lifus was Swie’ - with Don Bosco at the wiy
béginsing and Mary the mother of Jesus IS heve today as Don Scsco's mssion continués.

When | sell people that Jesus is in everything they co and evweryone they meet most tmes.
Mhnvahudumbdwrgm Some people ssy, “jena o s mass o Tlesa a n
praper.” or othee statements such ay thess, and s stabements ame very true. Sut what
sorrw peope clon't realize is that lews s abvo in laughier, tran, and music. Salesian Famdy
Dy et Six Flags Gewart Adeintune & ame of the mest joyous wnd Salsian actiities of the year.

Mary people ask me. what is a Salesian? And every tme
my acwwer is the ssme. | describe it o fve words: faith,
S, frmnch, famiby, aedd food! We all come togetter to
crwinte this cow family. this one being in Chest. And that i
wnictly what makes this day o very Salesian.

Salesian Famby Dy bagins with people running of buses into the pork and running % ther Lvorite rde.
Racing fom nde to nde, running into different parshies a5 they race. You can practicaly feel the energy in the
park. The great thing about thes trip i that there is something for everyone. Whether you ke roller coasters or
not, the day & stil so fury

Perscoally, one of my frvorite things about Sakesian Family Doy every year ks the Mass, and that's because & is
undike ary cther Mass That I've ever attended. The music ot this mass is asiounding. Everybody & up and
singing, even i they don't knaw the woeds. The besz port of the Mass i the multitude and the variation of the
pecple. There are =0 many derent types of prople. yet we'ee stil all able to come togesher in our dferences
to complement one anceher. One big part of the day takes place night after mans. A boy and a gil from each
group are gearded the Dominic Sovio and Laura Wicuns Award This award & presemed to ingrodusls who are
nat anly dedicated 10 the work they do i thesr local mirestries, but who are ko joyhd. fthful gentle young "
Sabeswr, who fowe Jesus and Mary.

This yeir, | personaly had an amazing time. Mot only was | able 1o meet up wih friends that | hadn't seen for a
few monahs, but | also rode my first roller coaster! And let me el you. It was scarker than | thought, but 111
definkely do it again! As 3 zervor in high school. everything Just seems 1o have more of an impoct, and this is
one day that § wil not be forgetting or 3 long time. 1t s not only 8 day for friends and faith. but &'s also » day
to get closer to your own fyh Jesus comes imo your life i many derem ways, ol you have %0 do is get on
the roller comster, and buckie in for the nide.

Salesuan Farrely Dury st Soc Flags Gret Ackenture is easily one of mry favente days oot of the
wrtins year, magies that you and 100 of ywt-nd\goinmvm-dbwut-
wetirw Theater for cow shorw, That's what that day is lice for me. €'s mw and my Salesians
Iriends taking cmer Six Flags with the spiee of Don Besca

The clyy started with mass sad by the Provincial Father Tom Dunne. SDB, After sveryone had
their spirbsal nowrshment. there was 3 pep rally to pump
up the crowd and get them mosing. After kots of
shouting. cheering, screaming, and phenomenal dancng,
the groups were given a challange by Supes Girl vin. K New
nwwnmvnbfwkdvrwlwiﬂd'heh&-md

“Carmen Santiaga,” (who Carmen and dong the way. take pictures of rides,
people, Father Abe, Bugs Bunny, Super Man and many others. The winners of this scavenger hunt woulkd not
anly win a prze-- bt be the frst group eser to win this eveot, There was 3 kot on the §ne. The question on
wveryores mind was which group weuld win? Weuld it be ane of the biggest groups. le D.C. or 51
Anthorry'sT Or pertugn & smalber groug, B Carpus Christi from Port Chester ar Our Lady of the Vidley?
Evatyor [t the ream escited, Ban spented Lo the best i in aF of Sis Flags Lunch, Aler Seacing B
bodes, the participants dashed 10 their Tavorte ides, with trus Sakesin fire. There may have been riEn
throughout e day--but the park neser chosed-—and it araant shorer lines foc us! Even in he midit of the in,
the fire in everyone's heart could not be put out.

It wass actually cunng the rein that the best moment in vy entire S Flags spenence occurmed | was gathered
with 16 ather Salemian youth in line for bumper cary. W ware singing at the top af o lungs sed tking ta
weyone and eweryare arcund us. Whee me fisaly gat 10 the ride, Thae wiet i eowrigy Hos no othee. Pecple
stopped and just watched tis Gant greup of tees il up every single bumper car and totally staal the show
Thare wis signing, shouting and more importantly love he ride. Whan Uha ridia wirs Cowr, ireeryornd
who hact bean wieting in fine o had stopged 1 Wdeo tape us had a huge swike on thei face. They were fited
with the joy that coly the Sakesian family bangs i pou ack arpone eha who was oo that ride, they wil 16l you
that It was the best part of the day.

Thas clry chrew to & charse and the victory of the host belonged to Brookhym's Chastor of
Yonth Ministry. They may nit have wor & traphy, tet ther stomachs full of candy weme goed enough, As the
Iulgmuﬁudndhm i buge dows-powr of cain came out of the sky. M was o Blesid diy Slind with fn
and kove Trom m“mmﬂmmml\gmlha&yvﬂhmmhm

Joe “Brookiyn” Hadzonic

The Young Adult Retreat was 3 weekend retreat for yourg adults, which $tangly brosght

togeshar twelve participants, the same weetend of Pentecost. Particpants from three major
citims (Cricago, New York and Washington, BC) came sogether %a share themsetvm with one
srother Throughadt the entiety af the et we St that we were not traught together
Lry accident, But by tha power of the Hoby Spirit and the Blised Mother. For on the same
of YAR, Mariyn Doy was to be calebrated st the
COTT R LRl Marian Shrine, Being atde 10 celebirate and partcipate
o0 Criet with the whole Selesian family was a semincer far me an
whty | love S Safeians 10 much They demcnstrated
e true desation 10 the Blsied Mothur, with the
croming of the Mary status, even in the rain.

YAR way & wonderhd wqenience, with & messsge to reunited Sslesian past pupis 0 s loving and spiritual
settng, Ths year's YAR theme was, “Wil You Stiy with Don BaicoT™ Tha theme really emivaced the s of the
Irow waaning of Deing & Salesian foe lile, Theougt this ratraat, the parscipants werne odd Lo guestion
themselviz on Pow each wis 10 cominue lving in the path of lews Crest How wine we being  Caksan
diciphe. and Eving as an eamole for hose around us? | perscoally came 1o the realization that a way of
remaining in Chwist and in Don Bosco was through prayer 1or the strengeh to not dritt away, bt %0 be an
example of Christian discpleshp.
In many ways, YAR was simiae 10 8 Leodership furtrist in the sema that |hmn¢|oul the weeknnd there were
ks taks, time for wnall group o P, Masy, and i but what oche the
wpmtience ditferent for me, wive the Lalks. This Ume wound, mayh- Decause of wharv | i e, I lon that | A
was abbe 10 redine 0n a moee persenal e 10 the wd in each Tk and dscuss »
Parsonal growah is cno of many attributes Qained in YAR, as wel 25 easeurance that e Salesian hmh/ rwars
YOUT FOTLM WAith Open s and a foving hear.




THE GOOD NIGHT
MOTHER OF JESUS, MOTHER OF US ALL

| attencled the 2011 Young Addt Retreat ot the Marian Shine in Story Poirt, New York Jam
sy slumnus of Sebesian High Schocl in New Rochele, New York - class of 2011 1am &

verteran of Salesian retreats, s | attended the March Lisdership Rutreat in 2010, and then
Carne Back as & member of the Young Team on the Octaber Loadierihip Rutraat thal sme
yoar,

This retredn, howrie, was diffarent than any ofhwr relreat
| Barve b o FRtngly, thére ware anly 12 yousg
pecple on e et coe for every dscigle | have been
0N retreans in the past with 50 or 60 kidks, <o this was »
great change of pace. It was refaxed and beautdul. ghving
us T chance to be inmate with God, a5 well a5 30 meet other young peapke from arcund the geovince.
Attending the retreat were dumei of Don Sosco Cristo Rey High Schodt in Washingson D.C. as weil as our
friends from the locat Stony Point ares 3nd #om Chicago. Even though we come from ditferent backgrounds
nd geographic areas, we came fogether n Chiist 35 sons and daughters of Don Bosco. We were led by
Salesian Domestic Volurseers Mko Valladares and Rachael Pneiro, as wedl as Salesian cooperstor Nick
Magrogan and of cowrse-- Father Ateasham Felicano.

As uaal, it takes tima 10r young Pecple 10 Get acguainted, Liut we War Givies aCtadties 1o break the ice. For
examgle, we played hot pOIto with a tissud bou when it landad ¢ 0ne 0f ws, we were assigned 2 fusny thing
to do. For eampie, | had to do throe pushups every Time the Dox passed me. On the second day we were
together, we put 00 3 skt descriting young Johnry Bosco's dream at @ years 0kd, then attended mass for the
Maran Day celebrabion. One of the most touching parts of the day was marching 10 the massive statue of
Mary as we said the rosary, then waiching as Nko and Rachael crowned cur besunful mother with a ltte help
from & fire truck estension lacider. The Lord even put Ms tlessing on the day with rain sprinkied from Heaven.

That night, hormaver, i tha part of the retrea that stands cut fer me. We ttended adodation of the Blessed
Sacramann, and a5 abways, Chiist Himdal touched ewenpone in iforoes Some pecple (T mmysalf) were
brought 10 ters. AL this Bme, we ako had the oppontunity 10 attend Recondikation and get right with God. In
that moment, | coufd see God working in the hearts of everyone In attendance. As | glanced a1 the Blessed
Sacrament, it appeared 50 beight to me that | had 10 look awary -~ 25 | readized that | was looking ot the prysical
form of our Savor Jesus Christ it was absolutely beswsful.

The raeet clay, cur retreat carme 1o an end—but nabody wieted 10 Save In just twe deys, we went from
strangers 1o Tamiy. God wodked and made us Gsciphes n st twe days. The Losd e Qe 1O amaae e, A
fignd of sine from Washisgton D.C. was weth her friends and e said somathing that strack ma She spoke %0
Father Abvaham and sxid, “Fashar, can we The here?” | just thought that line was so Deautiful because o two
days, we went from venturing out with strangers 10 crying that we had %0 leave. Sut in order to do God'’s work
& discples, we had 10 feave. During the findd mass, Facher Abraham sxd., "k the word ready for us?" The
pnswer was probably not. Tham he asked, "Are we ready $or the workd™™ My answer 10 this & — with the help of
Dom Bosco, the gudance of Mary Help of Chistians, and the power of God — there = no doubt that we are.

Whit is esoee & that i Salesian Famdy, Maey has a prearninent place in cur unique histoey and lives. In 1824
Jetus ONce again gave his mother o ancthar John, 3 then nine-year old Boy named Jobn Bosco as moshar,
toacher, pratector and guide:

“Phesn) Yonill give you o teacher. Unider her guidance you con became wise Without her oll wirdom &
Soolihners * livhn Soca] Tt who are you thot ypeoks 07 (e Tam the son of the momon mbam yow mother
s Sl pou 80 grewt Miree Simies @ day. ™ (Mainain of the Orodovy of St Francis O Sales By Saint Jah Bosca)

Indeed, and as we already know, Mary would be St John Bosco's guide from that moment on, and her role a5
mm:mwmmmmdom Upan the death of his beloved earthly mother,
Margaret Occhiena, who spent the last years of her ife working beskde Don Bosco in the $irst Oratory, Don
Bosco entrusted himself and his boys completety to the matemal care of Mary:

“Most Compassianane ¥irgin, oy so0s and [ ane winout 0 mothe Anase de our mrothas rom now on.” (The
Biographical Memars of Saloe John Bosco- Volume ¥, o, 374)

anﬁl Mhuamd&lhkhmlm»hmmwhﬂmwbwmﬁq She haws taken

tracher of Don Bosca, Our Rector Majer, Fr. Pascual Chwes camments an Don Scsca's dam at the age of
nine teling us:
She 1= this “lody of Sotely appearmance . wearing o mandle that spavkied oVl over as Mouph covered winh bright
stavs”. She exploins the vision and indicotes the mission wiich God &5 entrusting to him: “This (5 the finld of your
work Make yourself humble, strang and enerpetic; and what yow wil sae happening o these
mament s what you must do for my childean”.
This (ot expresiion & axtremaly signifcant srceving hir ovslers from Moy (itle fobn idemfifies ber ax the Mother
of the young wio are pacr, afsimdaned and 1o deviger; thaie who af Shw end of the drasnt are traniformad fram
il animdli i Lovmites, “minich weve o) jusyping ond Sheoting as if 10 witonmv IO moe and dy.”
[Letser of the Rector Mo - AGC 414)
Al of us who are members of the Salesian Farmily are the very “fiekd of work™ that Mary ndicated o Irtle John
Basco. We are the young ‘poor’, ‘sbandoned and in danger’ (matenally andior spritusly) who are being
transiormed everyday into those gentle lsmés. Mary & our mothar, and we are her children. What gift shal
e grow 1o bar? How sager are we 80 bring her joy? In what wiy can we let ber inow fat we love fer? Mare
than carch, tuloanm, or Towers, the onfy Gilt that Macy recets of s is tat we egress cur lovw wed gt
1 v by bereing and Salleraing bar som, Jesus She mants us 1o live wel the e that he won for us with the
Croas and his Resorsection, asd sha desiess that not & singhe 0w of w5 be kel A we Bring 10 3 Siose Dhis
o of Mary, sod prepare for th Months of summer, 16 us fevow cur ows and devation to Our Blessed
Maother, 3nd throogh her, our commBment 10 and lave for her som, Jesus. By doieg so, we will show genuing
appreciation for her 1ok in 0w ives and give her the best present she could ask for, making her
uncuesticnably happy.

O of the smphest, and yut sbdine memaories of some of my fomer studeess dates back

10 the first of sy Sve yedrs at Don Bosco Crists Rey High Schoel in the Archdiocese of
Thafe wirs a young sean who was then a Seh grader waiting for his mother in
the parking lot after school. He was estremedy escited because & was his mother's birthday
d he coddn't wait to give her the card, balloors. and flowers that he had bought for her.
AT the graat atfection and desotion wih which he had

caratully chosan thas o her wasn't énough, he

tham 50 me o review a0d amplcit approvat. |

greatest desie was 10 mabe ks
mother happy. and 8o express to her just how much her son loves her, He was [a0d st 15 1o this very dayl.
grateful for the gt of his mother and the rofe that she fas played and continues to play In his 1ds.

Tha meath of My anmaaly provides each of us with the opporturity 1o make cur eathly mothars tapgry and
mwmrmt«mmamwmghmm Mothars Day. But it abo aordks us

and honos ok, our Hoavenly Mother, Mary. Tradtionally, the month of
M»,mnmmmnb,ucmmummmndu-y and It & moee tan mens that
Our Lagy's with the annual of Mother's Day (which & cefetvated in mumerous
counsries wordwidie on different days the month Mayl. However, the question artses: do we
realize the great gt that Mary is o the Chorch, the Salestan Famidy, and 1o each of s disciples of the Loed
Jesus? Do we reslly cherish the mother of Jesus a5 the mother of us a1?

Tha singalar 1606 that Mary plaped o the 1% of Jesus is indisputiie. The Gospel of Luke provides us with mest
of the information that we kinow abieut her and best descries who she wid in the life of Jesus:

“Do noe be afrord, Movy, or you hove Gund fovor with Goa' - Behofd, you will concetve in your womt and beor @
son, and yow sholl nome hiny Jesus* . Movy sl Tehold ) am the handmaid of the Lord. My i be done $o me
acconding 6 your word ~ dube 130-31, 78

Thaugh the Angel Gabrial announced that Mary would be the mother of Jesus, she wirs not only Sesus’ mother.
She was his first disciple, the first to belleve and follow him, and the oy coe who was truly with him from
beginning to end, from the moment of the Asnuncaton 1o the mament of the Crucfivion. She showed ol of
Humanity how to make jesas realy the center of our bves.

And yet, Mary is much moce than an exdtriceciniry sol medid o the gui il fee
i 20 anvelate. mnamwamhnmmmnmmumwm»mmm
eoplains Marry's role in 0 lite of the Church, and who she & o each of s’ discplis:

MMWMWW&GMMMMW e zowd to s mother, Women, behad, yoor
wn m’nwmkw Behadd, yoor mother wmwwmamwwmmm
(ahe 27

White on the cross, Aesus entrusted his mother 1o the disciple whom he loved most John. But, i that moment.
Johin was a%0 representative of all of Jesus’ disciphes past. present and faure. In giving, Mary to John, Jesus
was gving her 10 ak of us. Mary ks not only the mother of Jesus, she is ako ow mother. the mather of each
and every one of usAs she wars for Jesus, she ako hiys been and shways wik be there for each of us from the
very begineing of our earthly lives to the very end. She Ras taken each of us nto her loving heart. and ks us
to apen the door of our hearts to her 5o that she might fil them with the love of her son. And, this s by the
wery wil of Jewss hansell who gave Faer to us while he was on the cos. il ek e )
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WE RE MQVINGY

. Vof God. She bravely replied, “Behold I am the handmaid

of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your

Word.”

As a preschooler at St. Jerome Early Childhood Center, |

learned that | had two mothers. My earthly mother

would return for me after three hours of playing, singing and painting. If I missed her while she was
away, |

knew that | had another mother, a heavenly one, who was with me always. This understanding remained
with

me throughout life. Now, as a teen, I still rely on the presence of the Blessed Mother in my daily activities
and

especially in my trials. She gives me comfort, peace and an understanding shoulder to lean upon. I tell her
my

cares and troubles and ask her to intercede on my behalf to her son, Jesus. Furthermore, Mother Mary
serves

as an example of who | am to be as a Christian woman.

As a Salesian, | learned that Mary is the Help of Christians. | have embraced this devotion and ask Mary
for

help in all my needs. | seek to have a deeper relationship with Mary in the future. As I enter college, |
know

that I will need her constant guidance and encouragement in order to follow God’s will. I found the movie
The Nativity to be very inspiring, and Mary’s courage and faithfulness to God, exceptionally moving. I
found

that many situations in high school called me to be courageous. Standing up for what was right was not
always popular, but in the end, | found that people respected my choices and later came to me for advice.
Itis

not easy to be principled in our world today. We must rely on God’s grace and the help of His mother in
order

to lead a holy life.

Alex Steele, ‘13

St. Petersburg Catholic HS

St. Petersburg, Florida

“My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.” Taken



from the Canticle of Mary, this passage signifies how humble a servant Mary was to the
Lord. Mary is as present in our lives as Jesus is. She provides us with a role model figure to
show us that we are called to love others and surrender our lives to God. Mary was only
about 14 years old when the Angel Gabriel appeared to her and asked her to be the mother
A depiction of our Blessed Mother appearing to Don Bosco

during his Dream of Nine at Mary Help of Christians Academy.

iGabriel, when she was asked to bear the Son of God.

While Mary questioned Gabriel when he told her this, she

accepted the task without hesitation. For us, God’s plan

won’t be directly laid out, but we still need to listen for it.

Our vocation is one of the greatest choices that we have to make through God. We should use Mary as
our

example for how to respond to this call. While we may question God’s plan for us, we should always
accept it

and strive to carry it out as best as we can. This is the manner in which Mary carried out the plan God
gave her.

This tested her faith in many ways, mainly because she was so young and under scrutiny from those
around

her. At one point, she was even faced with the threat of being stoned. Even though she was confronted
with

these obstacles, her immeasurable faith in God allowed her to continue forward and carry out what she
was

being called to do.

Just as Mary’s faith was tested, ours too, will be tested when we carry out what God has in store for us.
Again,

we can use Mary as our example for how to carry out His will in a time of adversity, misunderstanding,
and

persecution. These obstacles thrown our way aren’t going to be short lived. Rather, it will require a long-
term

commitment to overcome these difficulties.

Mary’s struggles didn’t end after Jesus was born, in fact, they worsened as Jesus got older. She had to
accept

the horrible fate of her son being persecuted and crucified on a cross. While this may have been hard for
her to

understand, she fully believed and trusted in God.

We may not know what’s in store for us and why we are called to do certain things, but God does. If we
are

open to the call and pursue it even when times get hard, as Mary did, then God’s plan can unfold into
something beautiful.

Tony Sepulvado, ‘13

Archbishop Shaw High School

Marrero, LA

Mary is an ideal figure of someone who showed immense faith in God and one whose

persistence in the work of our Lord conquered the hardships that were thrown at her.

Even though she was young, she showed us important aspects on how we should live

our faith today. One of the most important qualities that Mary showed us was her ability

to listen to the call from God. Mary listened to the word of God that came through

Statues of our Blessed Mother at

Tony’s alma mater, Archbishop Shaw.

lunmarried — yet pregnant? Long before Jesus spoke the
words, “Fear is useless, what is needed is trust” (Luke 8:50,
Mark 5:36), Mary was living these words.

Doing the right thing in life does not always line up with



doing the easy thing. Many times, the road that leads to

choosing the right thing is the bumpiest of all. “What is needed is trust.” Mary teaches us that choosing to
do

the right thing may not always be the most comfortable or the easiest choice, but the reward with the
Father is

always the greatest. Mary said yes to God, bearing his Son and being a mother to Jesus. Mary teaches us
tremendous trust and faith in the Lord through her simple, unyielding, powerful “yes.”

Jesus is the truth and the way. Jesus is love. It’s hard to imagine the intensity of the love between this
mother

and this child. Imagine what Mary felt as she watched her Son during His passion. Mary trusted that
God’s plan

was being carried out, yet the pain and grief she felt as she watched her Son struggle must have been
unbearable. As Mary watched Jesus suffer, I think of how she did not know exactly what God’s plan was,
but

trusted in Him with her whole heart. I marvel at the way Mary placed her life in God’s hands. When I
think of

the heartache in our own lives, especially in this day and age, | look to Mary as an example of
perseverance and

pure trust in following the Father’s plan.

Mary never focuses on herself; she always leads us to Jesus. Through Mary’s example, we can learn a
greater

sense of trust and love for God and for each other. By praying to Mary and by keeping her in our minds,
the

road to the right thing may become much more bearable, even if it is bumpy.

Deirdre McDermott

Young Adult

Port Chester, New York

Mary, the Mother of God, trusted the Father whole-heartedly. Learning that she was the one

chosen among all other women to bear the Son of God was the greatest honor ever

bestowed on a person, yet can you imagine how fear might have crept up on Mary? How

she was probably very nervous to carry Jesus? To tell Joseph? To have people look at her

with eyes of misunderstanding as she walked amongst them, betrothed to Joseph —

A statue of our Blessed Mother

in the St. Joseph Chapel at Mary

Help of Christians Academy in

North Haledon, NJ

" one of us. She went through a great deal of struggle

throughout her life, just like each one of us. Mary, by

herself, perfectly realized God’s will, and serves as the

perfect role model for all of us.

I thank God for giving me such a great mother who can

teach me in simple and quiet ways. My mother Mary has

taught me, and can teach each and every one of you, to

persevere in the hope of Christ. Through the power of the

Holy Spirit , the Blessed Virgin became the mother of our

Savior. Holy Cow, that has to be a big responsibility! I'm

sure it wasn’t easy at all; she was misunderstood and

even jeered at by her community and peers. Mother Mary

teaches me to expect that others may not always

understand the path I find myself on with God, yet persevering with Christ will always lead to a life
closer to

Him. In every circumstance, each one of us should hope with the grace of God, to persevere to the end,
and

obtain the joys of heaven (CCC 1821). The Blessed Mother was at the foot of the cross, watching her son
get



crucified to the cross. She didn’t ask questions, but instead, offered him the love of a mother and her
presence. She has taught me to trust in God’s will even though the situation may seem dark, hopeless, and
without purpose. She is truly a person of faith, and someone each and every one of us should look up to.
I am united with Mary through suffering. We as human beings experience sadness through our own
suffering. I

realize the fullness of Mary’s humility when I think about the intensity of her shock, disbelief, and intense
sorrow as she remained with her son from birth until death. His death was so horrific that nearly all his
followers abandoned him. Yet, Mary, Mary Magdalene and his apostle John remained. | ask myself all
the time;

“What enabled Mary to remain with Jesus and preserved her through his suffering?”” Mary’s love for
Jesus as his

mother, and her faith and hope in his divinity, enabled her to endure the path to his death. Often when
someone else is suffering, the best way we can help is just simply being with them and praying for them.
Each

one of us can imitate Mary in our own lives, by reaching others who are suffering. At times this can be
relatively

easy but at other times, the witnessing of suffering may require much greater effort. During the times
when

our suffering is most intense, we can remember Mary with her son’s suffering. Yes, it can be hard, and at
times

we may feel as Mary did-- that we can’t go on. Yet Mary teaches us that through our love for others,
rooted in

our love for God, and faith in the resurrection and power of God’s grace, we have the strength and
courage to

persevere through any suffering the world presents.

How do children let their mother know they love her? They obey her, listen to her and run to her in times
of

need.

Lessons from Mother Mary are truly lessons that God taught her in the silence and openness of her
Immaculate Heart. May we trust, listen, and run to our Mother in order to better hear and follow the will
of her

son, Jesus.

Niko Valladares

Salesian Domestic VVolunteer

St. John Bosco Parish

Chicago, IL

Niko is currently living and serving with the

Salesian community at St. John Bosco Parish in

Chicago. He’s originally from the West Bank of

New Orleans, and as much as he loves the work

he’s doing in Chicago, he misses his family,

especially his baby nephew Landon!

Sometimes people wonder why Catholics like to honor Mary. Each one of our responses

should be, “WHY NOT?” Why should we not honor the woman who said “yes” to God

and gave birth to our Savior? We as Catholics honor Mary and try to imitate her because

she is the true definition of a great mother, and she was the first disciple of Jesus Christ.

Mary is, of course, a person of faith, hope, and love. She is a human being just like each

" Juniors crown the statue of Mary Help of

Christians at the Academy of Our Lady

Bosco's life and, in turn, in the lives of Salesian educators

and students today.

We all know the familiar story of Don Bosco's dream in

which Mary guided Don Bosco to change the attitude of

the misguided young boys by teaching them with loving

kindness. At such a young age, Don Bosco may not have



fully understood what Mary was calling him to, but he

put his trust in her and through her inspiration, Don

Bosco led many young souls to Jesus. What | did not

know was that the people of Turin had been honoring Mary Help of Christians for many years before that
famous dream.

Shortly before Don Bosco was born, the city of Turin welcomed Pope Pius VII, on his way back to Rome
after

being freed from exile in Savona. Napoleon had arrested and imprisoned the Pontiff for years, and he
attributed his freedom to the intercession of Mary Help of Christians. This visit solidified a strong
devotion in

and around Turin to Mary under the title “Help of Christians.” (You can learn so much from paying
attention

to the homily of an SDBY)

Saint John Bosco considered all that was accomplished in his oratory, only possible because of Mary
Help of

Christians. He encouraged his boys to keep this devotion as well, telling them, “Trust all things to Jesus in
the

Blessed Sacrament and to Mary Help of Christians, and you will see what miracles are.”

As an educator in a Salesian school, it is important to teach my students that same devotion to Mary. At
AOL,

our girls wear the word "Fiat" on their school blouses - a reminder to them to say yes to all God asks of
them,

just as Mary did. Our students know well that Don Bosco turned to Mary in all things, because as a
school, we

too turn to Mary at all times. Mary is the role model of a strong woman that I hope my students will
continue

to become. She said yes to God's plan for her to be Jesus' mother, despite the difficulties she would face
because of that yes. She then raised her son only to watch him suffer and die for reasons she did not yet
fully

understand. The trust Mary had in God as she watched the Passion unfold is something to aspire to when
faced with what seems to be impossible hardships in our own lives. It is Mary who can offer us comfort
and

Mary who can lead us to Christ when we turn to her for help.

Don Bosco gave his Salesian family a great gift when he taught us to trust in Mary. May all people,
students,

educators, and friends who spend time in our Salesian schools find an opportunity to reflect on our
mother

and become closer to her son.

Theresa Matelski

Coordinator for Youth Ministry

Academy of Our Lady

Marrero, LA

In addition to teaching and ministering to her girls

at the Academy of Our Lady, Theresa is also the

proud mother of Ana, who just turned 1 this month!

If you walk into any room at Academy of Our Lady, you will notice three things on our wall: a

crucifix, a picture of Don Bosco, and usually right next to Don Bosco, a picture of Mary, Help

of Christians. These three images can likely be found frequently in all of our Salesian

schools, because it is through Don Bosco and Mary that we focus our students on Jesus. In

this month of Mary, we have an opportunity to reflect on the importance Mary had in Don

11anyone offers scandal to one of these little ones, it would
have been better for him not to be born.” The

suggestions were many and good. However, after

listening to all of these and giving some thought and



prayer to it all, Fr. Ricaldone opened the New Testament

to the Gospel of John 2:1, and chose the words: “...and

the mother of Jesus was there.” Those words, he said,

gave the total summary of the life of the Salesian

Congregation and its mission on behalf of the young. As

the years of experience pass in my own Salesian life, |

continue to come to understand and appreciate more and more the wisdom and reasons for Fr.
Ricaldone’s

choice.

“And Mary the mother of Jesus was there...”, not just in Cana at Galilee, but also in the poor house in
Becchi,

where little nine year old Johnnny Bosco had his first dream, and the mysterious personage in the dream
gave

Johnny his teacher, “the one whom your mother has taught you to greet three times a day” — and from that
night on, Mary’s presence was palatable in Don Bosco’s life. Mary was there when Mamma Margaret
taught

him catechism and spoke to him of the role and place of Mary in the life of a good Catholic. She was
there in

his meetings with Don Joseph Calosso. She was there when he found himself feeling lonely at the Moglia
farm.

She was there when he went to study in the city and when he went to the seminary. She was there in his
friendships with Louis Comollo and Joseph Cafasso. She was there on his ordination day, June 5, 1841;
and she

certainly was there on the eventful morning of December 8, 1841, when Don Bosco tells us he met the
first boy

and began his work with the young with a Hail Mary and a simple catechism lesson. She was there in
June,

1868, at the consecration of the Basilica of Mary Help of Christians, on whose walls are inscribed the
words that

Mary built this house for herself — through graces and miracles received through her intercession and the
prayers of her servant, Don Bosco. In fact, Don Bosco himself tells us he never took a step in his mission
orin

the founding of his Society without first consulting our Blessed Mother.

Mary, the mother of Jesus, was certainly there in May, 1887, at the consecration of the Basilica of the
Sacred

Heart in Rome when, while celebrating Mass at the altar of Mary Help of Christians, a worn out and
feeble Don

Bosco broke down and cried. When he was asked why he was crying so much, Don Bosco’s answer was
both

simple and profound: “only now have I come to understand the dream I had when I was nine years old!”
And

Mary was there on that train ride back to the Oratory after the celebrations in Rome for the dedication of
the

Basilica of the Sacred Heart, when, with tears in his eyes, Don Bosco turned to his faithful secretary,
Father

Charles Viglietti, and said to him: “If only I had had more faith in Mary Help of Christians, how much
more |

could have done!” We know, and Don Bosco and the Salesian Constitutions tell us clearly, that the true
foundress of the Salesian Society is Mary, herself. “Mary did it all!”

(continued on next page)

Fr. Pat Angelucci, SDB

Director-President

Salesian High School

New Rochelle, New York

Fr. Pat is completing his third term as the Director



of the Salesian Community and President of

Salesian High School in New Rochelle

It has been told that our Rector Major, Fr. Peter Ricaldone, was once asked to select a

scriptural passage which he thought would best summarize the Salesian Congregation and

its mission on behalf of young people. Many Salesians came forward to offer him

suggestions which included phrases like: “let the little children come unto me”, or “unless

you become like a little child, you shall not enter the kingdom of heaven”, or again, “ifThe Salesain
Constitutions tell us that Mary was there as Don Bosco’s teacher, as he lived the spiritual and

educative experience which we call the Preventive System (C#20); and that she is present in the process,
even

today, as a mother who helps and infuses hope as we strive to evangelize the young people of today (C
#34).

Mary is present, I believe, because at Cana in Galilee she gave us the key to understading Don Bosco’s
mission

to the young — and to all we serve — when she tells us to “do whatever Jesus tells you.” This is, in fact,
what

Don Bosco spent his life doing -- and wore himself out doing: introducing his young people to Jesus, so
that

they could come to know and understand Him and to learn how to live as Jesus tells us to live. And this
continues to be the challenge we Salesians face today in the new evangelization -- in our time, in our
culture in

our technological age -- how do we introduce Jesus to young people and teach them to live as Jesus tells
us to

live in a language and way they can understand? Certainly the one to help us and fill us with the hope that
we

can succeed, regardless of the over-powering voices that proclaim a message other than Jesus’, is Mary --
the

mother of Jesus -- and our mother. Mary the mother of Jesus IS here!

Just as Mary was present in Cana, and realized the difficulty that the young couple was facing before
anyone

else noticed, Mary recognizes the difficulties and challenges facing our young people today. In the same
way

she knew that those servants were going to be able to help that young couple only if they first met Jesus,
she is

anxious that we (servants of the young today) come to know Jesus more deeply, so we can help the young
in

their challenge of changing the water of life into the rich wine of faith and hope and love. Mary is
constantly

introducing us to Jesus, and constantly bringing Jesus along to meet us. And the formula for
evangelization

and for the fulfillment of Don Bosco’s mission remains the same: “Do whatever He tells you!”

In a recent homily, our Holy Father, Pope Francis, told us that Mary is always in haste to help us — this is
a key

to her mission. As we reflect in this month of May on Mary’s role in the life and mission of the Salesian
Congregation, we see that the Holy Father’s words have certainly been true for us. Truly, the Rector
Major,

Father Ricaldone got it right, “.....and Mary the mother of Jesus was there” — with Don Bosco at the very
beginning, and Mary the mother of Jesus IS here today as Don Bosco’s mission continues.

Statues of our Blessed Mother at

Salesian High School.Many people ask me, what is a Salesian? And every time

my answer is the same. | describe it in five words: faith,

fun, friends, family, and food! We all come together to

create this one family; this one being in Christ. And that is

exactly what makes this day so very Salesian.

Salesian Family Day begins with people running off buses into the park and running to their favorite ride.



Racing from ride to ride, running into different parishes as they race. You can practically feel the energy
in the

park. The great thing about this trip is that there is something for everyone. Whether you like roller
coasters or

not, the day is still so fun!

Personally, one of my favorite things about Salesian Family Day every year is the Mass, and that’s
because it is

unlike any other Mass that I’ve ever attended. The music at this mass is astounding. Everybody is up and
singing, even if they don’t know the words. The best part of the Mass is the multitude and the variation of
the

people. There are so many different types of people, yet we’re still all able to come together in our
differences

to complement one another. One big part of the day takes place right after mass. A boy and a girl from
each

group are awarded the Dominic Savio and Laura Vicuna Award. This award is presented to individuals
who are

not only dedicated to the work they do in their local ministries, but who are also joyful, faithful, gentle
young

Salesians, who love Jesus and Mary.

This year, | personally had an amazing time. Not only was I able to meet up with friends that I hadn’t
seen for a

few months, but I also rode my first roller coaster! And let me tell you, it was scarier than | thought, but
I

definitely do it again! As a senior in high school, everything just seems to have more of an impact, and
this is

one day that I will not be forgetting for a long time. It is not only a day for friends and faith, but it’s also a
day

to get closer to your own faith. Jesus comes into your life in many different ways, all you have to do is get
on

the roller coaster, and buckle in for the ride.

Allison Vaughan

St. Thomas More Youth Group

Hauppauge, New York

When | tell people that Jesus is in everything they do and everyone they meet, most times

they have a hard time believing me. Some people say, “Jesus in is mass,” or “Jesus is in

prayer,” or other statements such as these, and these statements are very true. But what

some people don’t realize is that Jesus is also in laughter, tears, and music. Salesian Family

Day at Six Flags Great Adventure is one of the most joyous and Salesian activities of the year.

Left: Holy Rosary, Port Chester, arrives at the park.

Center: Fr. Tom Dunne during the Homily.

Right: Allison and Joe from St. Thomas More receive

their Dominic Savio and Laura Vicuna Awards

“their spiritual nourishment, there was a pep rally to pump

up the crowd and get them moving. After lots of

shouting, cheering, screaming, and phenomenal dancing,

the groups were given a challenge by Super Girl via

monitor. Their job for the day was to find the kidnapped

“Carmen Santiago,” (who somewhat resembled Carmen Sandiego) and along the way, take pictures of
rides,

people, Father Abe, Bugs Bunny, Super Man and many others. The winners of this scavenger hunt would
not

only win a prize-- but be the first group ever to win this event. There was a lot on the line. The question
on

everyone's mind was which group would win? Would it be one of the biggest groups, like D.C. or St.



Anthony's? Or perhaps a smaller group, like Corpus Christi from Port Chester or Our Lady of the Valley?
Everyone left the room excited, then sprinted to the best ride in all of Six Flags: Lunch. After feeding
their

bodies, the participants dashed to their favorite rides, with true Salesian fire. There may have been rain
throughout the day--but the park never closed—and it meant shorter lines for us! Even in the midst of the
rain,

the fire in everyone's heart could not be put out.

It was actually during the rain that the best moment in my entire Six Flags experience occurred. | was
gathered

with 16 other Salesian youth in line for bumper cars. We were singing at the top of our lungs and talking
to

anyone and everyone around us. When we finally got to the ride, there was an energy like no other.
People

stopped and just watched this giant group of teens fill up every single bumper car and totally steal the
show.

There was signing, shouting and more importantly love throughout the ride. When the ride was over,
everyone

who had been waiting in line or had stopped to video tape us had a huge smile on their face. They were
filled

with the joy that only the Salesian family brings. If you ask anyone else who was on that ride, they will
tell you

that it was the best part of the day.

The day drew to a close and the victory of the scavenger hunt belonged to Brooklyn's Bensonhurst
Cluster of

Youth Ministry. They may not have won a trophy, but their stomachs full of candy were good enough. As
the

last group finished to leave, a huge down-pour of rain came out of the sky. It was a blessed day filled with
fun

and love from everyone who attended. There's nothing quite like a day with over 400 Salesians!

Joe “Brooklyn” Hadzovic

Bensonhurst YM Cluster

Brooklyn, New York

Salesian Family Day at Six Flags Great Adventure is easily one of my favorite days out of the

entire year. Imagine that you and 100 of your friends go to the movies and buy out the

entire theater for one show. That's what that day is like for me. It’s me and my Salesians

friends taking over Six Flags with the spirit of Don Bosco.

The day started with mass said by the Provincial Father Tom Dunne, SDB. After everyone had

Left: Joe and Kelly animate the Youth Rally

Center: Carmen Santiago receives her “award”

triggering a scavenger hunt to find her in the park

Right: St. Anthony’s in Elizabeth gathers for lunch

Qweekend of YAR, Marian Day was to be celebrated at the

Marian Shrine. Being able to celebrate and participate

with the whole Salesian family was a reminder for me on

why I love the Salesians so much. They demonstrated

their true devotion to the Blessed Mother, with the

crowning of the Mary statue, even in the rain.

Y AR was a wonderful experience, with a message to reunited Salesian past pupils in a loving and
spiritual

setting. This year’s YAR theme was, “Will You Stay with Don Bosco?” This theme really embraced the
idea of the

true meaning of being a Salesian for life. Throughout this retreat, the participants were encouraged to
guestion

themselves on how each was to continue living in the path of Jesus Christ. How were we being Salesian



disciple, and living as an example for those around us? I personally came to the realization that a way of
remaining in Christ and in Don Bosco was through prayer for the strength to not drift away, but to be an
example of Christian discipleship.

In many ways, YAR was similar to a Leadership Retreat in the sense that throughout the weekend there
were

witness talks, time for small group discussions, prayer, Mass, adoration and reconciliation; but what made
this

experience different for me, were the talks. This time around, maybe because of where 1 am in life, | felt
that |

was able to relate on a more personal level to the messages portrayed in each talk and discussion setting.
Personal growth is one of many attributes gained in YAR, as well as reassurance that the Salesian Family
awaits

your return with open arms and a loving heart.

Karen Salmeron, ‘12

Don Bosco Cristo Rey HS

Takoma Park, Maryland

The Young Adult Retreat was a weekend retreat for young adults, which fittingly brought

together twelve participants, the same weekend of Pentecost. Participants from three major

cities (Chicago, New York and Washington, DC) came together to share themselves with one

another. Throughout the entirety of the retreat, we felt that we were not brought together

by accident, but by the power of the Holy Spirit and the Blessed Mother. For on the same

\This retreat, however, was different than any other retreat

I have been on. Fittingly, there were only 12 young

people on the retreat, one for every disciple. | have been

on retreats in the past with 50 or 60 kids, so this was a

great change of pace. It was relaxed and beautiful, giving

us the chance to be intimate with God, as well as to meet other young people from around the province.
Attending the retreat were alumni of Don Bosco Cristo Rey High School in Washington D.C. as well as
our

friends from the local Stony Point area and from Chicago. Even though we come from different
backgrounds

and geographic areas, we came together in Christ as sons and daughters of Don Bosco. We were led by
Salesian Domestic VVolunteers Niko Valladares and Rachael Pineiro, as well as Salesian cooperator Nick
Magrogan and of course-- Father Abraham Feliciano.

As usual, it takes time for young people to get acquainted, but we were given activities to break the ice.
For

example, we played hot potato with a tissue box; when it landed on one of us, we were assigned a funny
thing

to do. For example, | had to do three pushups every time the box passed me. On the second day we were
together, we put on a skit describing young Johnny Bosco’s dream at 9 years old, then attended mass for
the

Marian Day celebration. One of the most touching parts of the day was marching to the massive statue of
Mary as we said the rosary, then watching as Niko and Rachael crowned our beautiful mother with a little
help

from a fire truck extension ladder. The Lord even put His blessing on the day with rain sprinkled from
Heaven.

That night, however, is the part of the retreat that stands out for me. We attended adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament, and as always, Christ Himself touched everyone in different ways. Some people (like myself)
were

brought to tears. At this time, we also had the opportunity to attend Reconciliation and get right with God.
In

that moment, | could see God working in the hearts of everyone in attendance. As | glanced at the Blessed
Sacrament, it appeared so bright to me that I had to look away -- as | realized that | was looking at the
physical



form of our Savior Jesus Christ. It was absolutely beautiful.

The next day, our retreat came to an end—»but nobody wanted to leave. In just two days, we went from
strangers to family. God worked and made us disciples in just two days. The Lord never ceases to amaze
me. A

friend of mine from Washington D.C. was with her friends and she said something that struck me. She
spoke to

Father Abraham and said, “Father, can we live here?” I just thought that line was so beautiful because in
two

days, we went from venturing out with strangers to crying that we had to leave. But in order to do God’s
work

as disciples, we had to leave. During the final mass, Father Abraham said, “Is the world ready for us?”
The

answer was probably not. Than he asked, “Are we ready for the world?” My answer to this is -- with the
help of

Don Bosco, the guidance of Mary Help of Christians, and the power of God -- there is no doubt that we
are.

Nick Mongelli, ‘11

Salesian High School

New Rochelle, New York

| attended the 2013 Young Adult Retreat at the Marian Shrine in Stony Point, New York. | am

an alumnus of Salesian High School in New Rochelle, New York -- class of 2011. l am a

veteran of Salesian retreats, as | attended the March Leadership Retreat in 2010, and then

came back as a member of the Young Team on the October Leadership Retreat that same

year. As if the great affection and devotion with which he had

carefully chosen them for her wasn’t enough, he

presented them to me or review and implicit approval. |

could not help but marvel at his sincerity and eagerness.

That May afternoon, his greatest desire was to make his

mother happy, and to express to her just how much her son loves her. He was (and still is to this very
day),

grateful for the gift of his mother and the role that she has played and continues to play in his life.

The month of May annually provides each of us with the opportunity to make our earthly mothers happy
and

to express our love for them in a special way through our celebration of Mother’s Day. But it also affords
us

the opportunity to celebrate and honor someone else, our Heavenly Mother, Mary. Traditionally, the
month of

May has been designated by the Church as the month of Mary, and it is more than mere happenstance that
Our Lady’s month coincides with the annual celebration of Mother’s Day (which is celebrated in
numerous

countries worldwide on different days throughout the month May). However, the question arises: do we
realize the great gift that Mary is to the Church, the Salesian Family, and to each of as disciples of the
Lord

Jesus? Do we really cherish the mother of Jesus as the mother of us all?

The singular role that Mary played in the life of Jesus is indisputable. The Gospel of Luke provides us
with most

of the information that we know about her and best describes who she was in the life of Jesus:

“’Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. Behold, you will conceive in your womb
and bear a

son, and you shall name him Jesus.’ . . . Mary said, ‘Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be
done to me

according to your word.”” (Luke 1:30-31, 38)

Though the Angel Gabriel announced that Mary would be the mother of Jesus, she was not only Jesus’
mother.

She was his first disciple, the first to believe and follow him, and the only one who was truly with him



from

beginning to end, from the moment of the Annunciation to the moment of the Crucifixion. She showed all
of

humanity how to make Jesus really the center of our lives.

And yet, Mary is much more than an extraordinary role model or the quintessential example of
discipleship for

us to emulate. While the Gospel of Luke tells us the most about Mary, it is the Gospel of John that best
explains Mary’s role in the life of the Church, and who she is to each of Jesus’ disciples:

“When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple there whom he loved, he said to his mother, ‘Woman,
behold, your

son.” Then he said to the disciple, ‘Behold, your mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her into his
home.”

(John 19:26-27)

While on the cross, Jesus entrusted his mother to the disciple whom he loved most, John. But, in that
moment,

John was also representative of all of Jesus’ disciples past, present and future. In giving, Mary to John,
Jesus

was giving her to all of us. Mary is not only the mother of Jesus, she is also our mother, the mother of
each

and every one of us.As she was for Jesus, she also has been and always will be there for each of us from
the

very beginning of our earthly lives to the very end. She has taken each of us into her loving heart, and
asks us

to open the door of our hearts to her so that she might fill them with the love of her son. And, this is by
the

very will of Jesus himself who gave her to us while he was on the cross.

Fr. Abraham Feliciano, SDB

Province Delegate for

Youth Ministry

One of the simplest, and yet sublime memories of some of my former students dates back

to the first of my five years at Don Bosco Cristo Rey High School in the Archdiocese of

Washington. There was a young man, who was then a 9th grader waiting for his mother in

the parking lot after school. He was extremely excited because it was his mother’s birthday

and he couldn’t wait to give her the card, balloons, and flowers that he had bought for her.

(continued on next page)What is more is that as Salesian Family, Mary has a preeminent place in our
unique history and lives. In 1824,

Jesus once again gave his mother to another John, a then nine-year old boy named John Bosco as mother,
teacher, protector and guide:

"[Jesus] ‘I will give you a teacher. Under her guidance you can become wise. Without her, all wisdom is
foolishness.’ [John Bosco] ‘But who are you that speaks so?’ [Jesus] ‘I am the son of the woman whom
your mother

has taught you to greet three times a day.
Bosco)

Indeed, and as we already know, Mary would be St. John Bosco’s guide from that moment on, and her
role as

his mother would only increase with the passage of time. Upon the death of his beloved earthly mother,
Margaret Occhiena, who spent the last years of her life working beside Don Bosco in the first Oratory,
Don

Bosco entrusted himself and his boys completely to the maternal care of Mary:

“Most Compassionate Virgin, my sons and I are without a mother! Please be our mother from now on.”
(The

Biographical Memoirs of Saint John Bosco- VVolume V, p. 374)

Without fail, Mary has cared for the Salesian Family from its very beginning to our present day. She has
taken

a direct and personal interest in each of us, loving us, watching over us, and nurturing us, just as she did

299

(Memoirs of the Oratory of St. Francis De Sales by Saint John



her

son Jesus, John the beloved disciple, and St. John Bosco. In his circular letter on Mary as the mother and
teacher of Don Bosco, Our Rector Major, Fr. Pascual Chavez comments on Don Bosco’s dream at the age
of

nine telling us:

She is this "lady of stately appearance ...wearing a mantle that sparkled all over as though covered with
bright

stars". She explains the vision and indicates the mission which God is entrusting to him: "This is the field
of your

work. Make yourself humble, strong and energetic; and what you will see happening to these animals in a
moment is what you must do for my children™.

This last expression is extremely significant: receiving his orders from Mary, little John identifies her as
the Mother

of the young who are poor, abandoned and in danger; those who at the end of the dream are transformed
from

wild animals into gentle lambs, "which were all jumping and bleating as if to welcome that man and
lady.”

(Letter of the Rector Major - AGC 414)

All of us who are members of the Salesian Family are the very “field of work™ that Mary indicated to
little John

Bosco. We are the young, ‘poor’, ‘abandoned’ and ‘in danger’ (materially and/or spiritually) who are
being

transformed everyday into those gentle lambs. Mary is our mother, and we are her children. What gift
shall

we give to her? How eager are we to bring her joy? In what way can we let her know that we love her?
More

than cards, balloons, or flowers, the only gift that Mary requests of us is that we express our love and
gratitude

to her by loving and following her son, Jesus. She wants us to live well the life that he won for us with the
Cross and his Resurrection, and she desires that not a single one of us be lost. As we bring to a close this
month of Mary, and prepare for the months of summer, let us renew our love and devotion to Our Blessed
Mother, and through her, our commitment to and love for her son, Jesus. By doing so, we will show
genuine

appreciation for her role in our lives and give her the best present she could ask for, making her
unqguestionably happy.

The Salesian "Good Night" is a tradition begun by St. John Bosco's mother, Margaret Occhiena Bosco
during her time

assisting her son in the very first Salesian Oratory. Practiced throughout the Salesian World today, the
"Good Night" is

a brief thought or message usually shared at the end of the day or at the conclusion of a Salesian
gathering. Its

purpose is to not only provide “food for thought”, but also to offer the Salesian Family a focus, a theme,
or a point of

reference that assists in discovering the deeper meaning of the day’s activities and events. It is a way to
become more

sensitized to God’s action in our daily lives. By Don Bosco's own definition, the Good Night was the
"key to good moral

conduct, to the good running of the house, and to success in the work of education".Gospel Roads
Summer 2013

Gospel Roads |

(intended for high school students)

New Orleans, LA June 15-22

Washington, DC July 6-13

Tampa, FL July 6-13

Toronto, ON * July 20-27



Stony Point, NY August 4-10

Gospel Roads 11

(intended for youth & young adults, 18 and over)

Port Chester, NY June 22-29

Limited space remains for some of this summer’s retreats.

If you are interested in joining us for Gospel Roads, please contact

the Office of Youth Ministry as soon as possible!

For more information about Gospel Roads

please visit us online: www.gospelroads.org

Statues of our Blessed Mother from Around the SDB and FMA Provinces of St. Philip the Apostle
Left to Right: Mary Help of Christians Academy (NJ), Don Bosco Cristo Rey High School (MD),
Marian Shrine (NY), Salesian Formation House (NJ)

Gospel Roads Summer 2013



