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DON BOSCO RELATES

IT'S ABOUT THE BAD GUYS
TREMBLING BEFORE  THE
GOOD AND NOT THE GOOD
TREMBLING BEFORE THE BAD

1 w35 3 Ively and attestive boy
wha, with mums permissgon werk
30 the warous festivals where there
W acobats and magciam. |
aways prt mrpvel in the front row,
eyes fised on their maovements
with which they 1ied to dstract
Litthe by itk J coudd
Wha; metuening home,
I repeated them for hours B
often the moves cd not produce
the deshed effect It wasn't easy 10
Wk on Than Blessdd roge betwoen
o Irows. How mary  tumbhe,
how mary peeled knewd And
Pow many tmes | was wanted 1o
theow everything nto the ar
Then | started again, sweaty. Sred,
sometimes  evin duapgoinied.
Then, » ktie by e, | won able 10
G 1 together; 1 could feel the soles
of my bare feet dinging to the rope;
Bocomng one with my footsieps
and | than Ad as | wanted, glad
o repest and %o iment other
movemens Thats why, when |
poke 1o the boys, | 3d 1o them

0 EDUCATOR

“Leth Rokd on tn esvy thinga, bt
let's do & with persmsenince” There
YouU hawe it my downeio-eath
podagogy, the rewk of 0 many
wicLeres and % masy defeats, with
e wubbornnms that was one of
my most marked chanctertics

Thats how my style came imo
being 0 educate without usng
iy worch, without any gt
idecingreal  achemay,  without
rederences to many famonn athors,
Thor wars how my padsgogy was
Borm | learnad on the meadows of
Becchi bier oo the streets of Chien,
Latwr st in privony, in the streety, in
e albeys of Vakdocrn A pedeqogy
bult tyad

| arod v prowe it afew pears later
whén | went to Chivei 10 continue
iy stadies and we scoepted by the
teacher i hroet of she whole class,
With & rot very esciting semence:
“TING (5.0 Quy OF 0 ANGE SON 00 0 G rees
fadentt”, It meade v fond ankmard in
the waseme: | semember copng
with these words: “Thaty somenting
beyond the pale, 5w | am ¢ poor
FOUNG M A0 WO 10 G0 bes gy
dod pvagreis M studies”

Then thee wan that Bleswd
dream when | wa 510 pears okd

(the dresm which was repeated
mary moce Tmest that 1 maoukd
get hammesed and the dedre
o become a gt for the boys
Lecame wsonger - And then |
did womething that dudn't make »
geniss of me, but in fact, achieved
3 beauwtifud viciory In iy character.
a seal becabrhvough: ie. streach
ot your hand 1o ask for bl
something juit 1o telie my
dream, | moukd admit 3 Itte Lyter
103 Sakesian: "You dont know how
much this begoing cost me”. Wien
My prowd et il W
cortainty pot eawy to be humble
eough o atk My counge was
empowered by 3 high leved of
trest in Providence, and ds what
1 had learowd Som iy mother. AL
her whod | had kamed cne nde
that led me everywhere: "When |
encountes 3 probkess, teat it as 11
found the r0ad 3head blocked by a
Ly Boddar; | can't rassaree L, | junt
tum arcund.’

And 1 asuire you | dound many
large Boulders on my path. 1 shall
briefly mensan some of them.:

1860, for eouen prle, wirk a Uygically
At ywae Fr Cafaxu, my S
corfessoe and  spiritusl chrector
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3 Aintle woed in the ear 52k with
GOl ENEss and PALENCE, Wre mays
| was uning to coetect and preent
posstly Incomect DehaAours,

Of the boys accepred, no
ewirponk wis §he Dominie Savia
It happenad cne cdyy et a pooe
sk, poobably  nor wel
20epid by B oder ones. o
peewnce and werk on o ywil xome
cealening thouts In an attempt to
Impase himsef. He had crexed
a dimate of wskitance that codd
lead from cne momert to the
rext | 3 dengerows form of
uncontroled insubordination.
Evnrypcne wxpectnd that | moukd wry
sormething 1 did, after the evening
prapers. 3 the good-night”.

Wth & ‘wery senows Face tiken 10
cepict our echacation style, | deawed
them the disappointment 1o know
That one of them had been treased
0 harshly and that on bes part be
Pad shown 2 grawe lack of respect
and obedience 10 whoeser wis in
Parge of o maiming Sscipine To
put the record straight, | fintdhec:
"On the one hand they are never
abused. on the other no more
wokencd” | ok gven B i
1hor, to ren with the hase and hure
with the Bounds’ Then | paused, my
fa0e Degan b smik and | resunmed
my talk: 1 mnh that the koww you
eyt 50 aF sccompiishes even the
Iimpossitée _ | am sorry for the
Boating pou Tock, but | Casnot juit
ke them off” | wes able to break
he loe: everyone ughed | waked
for shence and  agan  wshed
wverpcae a good night,

The experience Baught me that
It s much eadier 10 get uvitned. 10
Weeatin than 10 try 10 Persuade
with geod mennen. It we b
an esercise-spaing  that  causes
eehaustion sometimes, but | knew
thit corten difcut, rebelious
and grampy semperamenty | covkd
Win over only wih bove. patience
and meskais. In practice, it left
only getong down to goodnesy,
peaking bom the beart, which
COMOCTS with love and gentieness,

on

e Quys in Qeneral, Typecally
mabs  mibtdess mow  from
thoughtlessness than cut of malce.
And some edocxons. driven by
Gecissier BGlo and impatience,
comme mivtakm mone sericus than
the deficiencies of these same guys.
Not infrequently | redtized that
some whe newr pardoned ot
were vy senstive and quick 1o
caouse themsetees

Aed whn 0Nt wies two weghng
e W measures i arbrary foem,
educators end up  committing
metakes and blunders | often
remind my Seeiian that boys ane
“ymal prychelognty” when pdging
their  ecducators.  teachers  and

muntanty and the shape, tone and
e cardesaness with which they
ke advantage of thair autherity.
| abwes wah iy dewr Saledam
would krnoe 10 walt for the right
tme 10 make the necessary
COMBCTon: miwer diiven by anger
o resenge. And that they would
never forges thae kids, the young
peopke noed 10 Be taken one by
coe, day By ey, 10 Bt them o
the Lord because only He knows
how 10 desdgn his divine 30 in
o, And that they would alwarys
carry with tham, rmy dess Saleiam,
3 medicine which is essentisl and
foolprood thoogh sot Sound n any
macyl: before you say Y 10
the Lord, the young pecple wart
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ad epect others 10y yes w0
thoit Games and their droans.

By that time | had adopted &
foolpeool methed 10 educate %0
the good. semain Iways Imong
tha Boys. | wanled my Sabeswans at
playground ecucatony” Open %
divogue, crextive. Wgham box not
SUSPIIOS, Thre But fot sufly. but
phassant and bright, true frweds

It was what | defned a5 helpr »
quathed geesence, never neutrdl.
dmays proactivi; a help that was
pleasart. an active and quathed
presence. A wiy of being-wih-
the poung, A0NgIe them. Beng
In the ywd, to share hopes and
dreams with kids, to buld together

& bettwr and woethy future, without
bamiers of mistiust. The cowrtyand
& 3 "sacred” place of fiendthip
nd  encountar  where  friendy
corfidence v Bom, where the
teacher chmibes down from the chair,
no lorger has n hand the classy
diary, where he does not apply
just tn the quaitfcations achieved
%0 whot he s for vakues which
he epresses, for 1he ideals that
animate him

Tre young man  even the
most sebelious lets Nmsell be
influenced osly by hisdness and
petience, For this, | uggested to my
Safesians Wore than just the head
of 3 supenice pou shoubd have the
hewrt of a lather

had ghed.: how much | missed s
presence, his advice and his help
with feances

Then, from the Government ude,
| encourtered seriows dithoy e,
yuthentic  “boubders™  targeted
sewddes which were dsxitrous
00 Wedoccn, & I | were o criminal!
My Boys were Iing n feat, white
armed guands emernsd every where,
Tre searches contivued. Cresing
a dimane of fear and unceriaingy. |
wrots 10 the Mnkter of the lnserice,
Loun Fanird, for an inberviesc | had
the guts 1o tell him with humbie
eI For my bk )
deooand Justice ond mestonon of
Aoncur 30 Mt hey don? ik the
A of Me? | know that he fock &
great sk because these men were
a0 Ineche Govemnment, b |
dint Lk the necessary counge.
And o gradualy the seaches
stopped.

I never gave p! | 53k 80 he boys
The coavnge of the bod guys (s nod
what makies oahers afend, Be drove
And you'll sew themt fokf thev wings®
A Frnch benefactor fom Lyon
had sent me a holy pictuse with
3 phease | hawe never fosgotten
becywse it sorved 25 3 Quide: Be
with God (¥ the sparrow thor fenls
the brarch shoke dut 3t cantinan
0 g, knoming #hat & has wings? it

w2 st 3 poetc expresson, but
an 2 of counageows confdence n
the Pscradence of the Lord, because
He alcne T the manter afow Avorty?

Wi they were about 1o beave for
their holidays. | 1sed to say this to
iy Wds "Be moent and aoe beanches’
LV your haad Algly walk sTrvght iy
the service of God. wishws the Aoy
andcutiide In the Chunch and 1t the
quare What s Aumen respect? A
2apermache sonsier that dows oot
Ivte et dre the emparTinend wonds
of thine bad gupn ! Soop-babéles that
Arappesr (0 an nstont We connot
cove adversanies ang' thelr Asunrs

Ramemoer mor Anomledge wishost
CONSCRACE (5 NOIIVNG Sul the e of
1he soul”

| rrwer gat tired of imisling Into
thedt Inthe heads "Give ghory to God
with your condict  corsoiation 1o
YOur relathies and your SUDeIirs.
Otherwiie a young, undbciglined
Teaytarey wil Be 4 dagracefus
yourh, 3 burden to hin parents
& weight 1o his superioes, and 2
weight for himGelf™

The futare would ariie from
Valdocco, ‘geod ctisens and honest
Cheistisres” of which the workd has
mrech need,

THE GUYS LACK MORE IN LIVELINESS
THAN IN WICKEDNESS

DON BOSCO RELATES

Thanks 10 my mother's matersal
presence in the Mnerd House
Iwrese the Salesin work beganl
there was this s ightiorsard style
of humn rdddborsleps, Made op
of warm putience, understanding
nd comecon, in perdect famiy
sty 'With 50 mary a1 o, the
dacpine wan mmconary because
a wese not iwoheed 0 cresting

Bedlarn! Discipline recuced it to &
minimum, bt “short deals make
kong friends” a5 she, in her innne
folb-whidom, summed op  her
mEcomes.

Mary years possed and with 2
fich esperience of good mesults,
| coud say that “With guys, the
pueishmens fts the crme ') wanted
0 makie & dedr Tt 3 gunishment
st serel 50 imgeca things and
not make them wors A bref
reduction of alection, » sad kook. »
ee resereed 30d sefious atitude
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I Always Needed Everything

DON BOSCO RELATES

| mas bom pocr, and pt i fry
hands horse been incroditée sum,
which | never smachad to the heart,
For me beng poor meant being
free, ®w true freedom that the
Lord had taug it us by eample and
words, Free, not fettered Poor as |
wan, | knew and frequemed many
‘el o | hod an obmession that
win not 4w undentcod, ndend,
| ridsed 2 hoerwt’s sarit of criticam
tedous and sutlocating | sakdand |
repaated often "Thanity & not done
by the sich, but we do & for them,
tus offerng the opparturity to do
a fle good” Chearer than this _ |
waxs Cominced That” thereis no one
who dwes 10 18 genthemen the
ugh | remember witting » bettes
which, dewzite ity beesity, managed
00 disturls & waaithy Lan bir oftenin
his sheep: “You must absolutely save
YOUT SOl DUt pou must give 1o The
pooe 3l your wuperfldties | peay
Gad to grant you this extraced nary
grace”

I hove writtes thousands of
letrers. the majority of them to
sollck grants fom the public
Eoden and from the benelacton In
al Bough, there s dmays 2 Thask
YOU”. 3 wond of sincere grathude. |
had learned & hom my mum! | said:
"% 1 not possble for those who
haww gratiude mol o have svin the
other virtues®

1lived, asking and thanking.
Mthowgh | dd not krow and,
Barelore, | never ued the woed
"maditng’ | wis wing S
technique - in sy own way -, and
howt Here's how | espressed msed!
W e ot » e when you have
to work The winrkd has become
Mmaterl UL, 40 pou Bave 1 wark
ad 2
W do * The doramors which |
recetoed, modest or  generous,
wwre not gathering dust in a safe;
B0 benefacton wose gleed 10
see whese their donations were

s

helping. And they wese also
encouraged o continuel

To tharnk smas abmays consdered 2
skt duty of justice. So 1 Inwed and
o F saught in my petty padapogy
every day. To the goys | wned to
Tepeat. “We alwvwn foel sorry for
the ungratelul, becauwe they'se
uwhappre” hgratitude was for me
one of the worst forme of Biindness
because it didn't ket s e the
benefry, the gestures of low, the
ugra of the fatherly goodrs
of God And here the catechess
Towed o by which Mamma
Nargacet helped s to understand
how God manfeus hamwf in 16y

events, happy o net and sthe was

shwvayy found  encugh  eom
10 g Baeks from the heart
Appreciytion & the haarts memory,
because only the heart has the
abiry o remember  Whoewer
tharks camws n ther hewt the
boaw of God and rjoices a1 this \We
are what we remembert My boys
oeathed this stmosphere It was
certanly & moment of profound
ematan which | &k thee right, on
the e of my name day, when |
heard 2 &nock 2 the door of my
oMce, » bare room. When | opened
R | found Feboe Revighio and Carlo
Gantine wha camw to offer me
grestings: then, they offired e
two small siver heants 25 3 toben
of graitudde | remained spaechies
for such an elogquert git that | had
womved; thet guiture made me
Underitand that the nght road had
been chosen Decawse these guys

had Sgured out that blessed ang
wonderful famely spirtt which they
wpporied s0 mach. And thae |
Was MU evon hnowing for how
kng “ang x thoswe two smab
hearts, whele my epes fllad with
toary

The years spere n Chie, it i
3 STudent and then ik 2 sominn
110 wonderfd yewrddl had A
been years of many sacrifces and.
sometimes, even B hungee The
bow of soup that Me. Pusta gaes
M for the various woeks in his bar
wasnt enowgh for the stomasdh of
» robast dghasen-pear okl Jossph
Banchard helped me 2y he could
Hs mother was swlbng frut in the
MAkey | ofen ok Wiy some
apphes, chestruts ond other tnits
Certaln  fywours. which  bereit
an empty stomach, are ot esaly
fosgetren. And 40, mary geans
laney, | was i Chieri, about noon.
| was chatting with some priess
who were my companions i the
yemmary, whan, fast ower the
| s somecoe pass whe | coukd
never  seally forget, my  fend
Blynchard ) introduced Nm to my
fellow priests 35 3 dstngudshed
benefactor. And | toid the sory of
the Tt of sy years earl e Thin
| iodted hm 1o come with me o
VT 2 Vadooco. This fact accurmed
I 1876 Ten years Lyter, my friend
finally mamaged %o keep his word
| wasnt well There were bets of
dimcdies in the porter's kdge.
many in the wating room. “Ted Aim,
be wery oot shat Sanchend came
o Snd har | recognaed hin wolce
and nvited e We chatted for
2long Bme. \When £ mas undh tme
| apciogized tor noe being able o
get up, But tofd the uscretary: "WAR
you make 4 place for this friend of
mne in the Superiors nefeciory
oy place” Aad 0 an oderly
gentleman, quite cumely, that
day 33t ameng thowe who guided
the young Salevan Congregation
11 was the heast | coutd do for b,
Aver SO years, my hanks ..
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Francesco di Roma

From the momere he sppesred
al the contral bakooory of St Peters,
Foge Froncis sgrafed that e
imendad to do things di%eently
from his predecessor In his rumiley
and infiormal sddren to the fethiul
B ek ndicaned the shage of things
%0 come at the Vatican

Pentecost came early this yer
for the Roman Catholc Chunch,
On & usssdly chily and rairy March

evening during  Lent. Cammobcs
around the workd mere stusned by
the hiitoric amnosncement thet 4
St feom Argenting - Jorge Mardo
Bergogho - had just been dected
Fope. The former Archbihop of
Suencn Alres chone 10 cab himael
“Francesco’ tabing the nume of
e sadical and unmenally populs
mystic: Sant om Asgsi Amazing
A% It sounds, e was the Srst pope
ever fo do w

N e week vnce b dection,
Fopo Fancs has demorsirated
simphcityolstyle inbosvwordsand
gestures -~ thae stands in sefreshing
contrast 1o the cyulivated alegance
that chatactwrond e pontificate
of Banedict XVL Altheugh highly
aultwed, his common man wuch
Mo stimed up the hopes of many
Bebevers, mpecisty those 10 called

Vatican Il Camoboy who have fet
Increasngly igrend and abimated
fora bong time.

The reew pope has ako begulied
mamy mon - Catholcs, as well
m mans the mecis thet i often
cymical wtout selgion and s
repeasarathees After The wearness
™ has enveloped the endire
chusch over  the past few years,
s 70 poar oid - * Franch of Rome'

has sppewad on the scene in &
simbar way % that of the elderly
Jobn XX mcee than kel a cwtury
wgo. People av srpng that Papa
Frarcesco, ke Fapa Giowanr, has
romn op2n the windows of the
chusch 10 bet In some fredh ar,

“During thesw dayy we hurse fult
B wnd of Fintecont shabe our
044" enclymed Cndnal Agdo
Comatri, Vicr of Vatican Oty
during a Mass ket Sunclyy with the
new Poge. “We are ecicovenng
0 simpiciy and the ver of the
carly begnnings of our fth! he
said

That wes Immedlstely evidest
when Pape Franca wtepped on the
ooy of St Paters Basibca on the
@rening of his decron Stunning
the red shoes and  mozzenio
(shoulder <apel worn for the
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feature

occavon by hn predecenan, he
wiks dressed aoly is the white papal
Casoch with 3 powter pocional
cross around his neck. He did not
gesticulste  with  outstresched

hanch as dmoat al previcus popes
had done. nutead he whad the serm
of thousands of people gatherod
in the square belos 1o “pexy ower”
him dlerely before he gave his frst
Ui et Grty blassing to the city and

vy

the workd, Mary wept. Then with 3
break with custom, he reched the
special Blevung tather than sang it

“The diocesan community of
Romehas ins bishop,"he anmounced
In hs undcripoad frst comments.
Never orced then or since) did he
reder hrmell 2y Pope or Poredf
“And now Nt us Bogin ths jouessy:
Behop and peopie - this joumey
of the Church of Rome. which
preskdes in charty over ol the
churchun’, he sad, He sppeansd %o
Strwss Tuethar Bt point et Susday
* his st ngeds. Ahough he
Inows seversd nguoges, he poke
o the noon time gathering only
in alan. it we gt ancther beesk
with previous custom.

Gaven s emphags oo baing
bishop of Rome. and udging by

Rector Major’s Letter
to Pope Francis

On 19" March, o the Mans foe
e beginning of Pope Francs
Petrine Ninistry, the Rector Major
Fad 3 better del vered 5o the Ponti®
Herwaith Iy the complete tioc

Your Hokmass, | am wiitieg 1o
you o0 behal! of the Salesian
Congregyvon  and  the  emre
Sakedan  famdy  th express
wntimwnts of fribute and owr bewt
Wishes at your decton & Bishop
of Rome and Supeerme Fonttt | am

writing on s day of the solemn
Inauguiation of yow Ponshoe
may it be an endinring one. replete
with 3l God's blessings We knew
at we hed & grest Pastor in
Benedict XVL and we ae now
grmeld te B Lond %0 heng
gheen us another grest Pasor in NS
Succmson, 0 you, Your Holiness and
Evloeed Pope Franca

ki OQuisens  and  Saleslan
Rolighous, ® Is ocur desire now
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0 Gpees our joy AL your
A0PONTMEL. W renew o koyaity
and assure you of the B respect
for you that we have nhertted from
Don Bowce. He often mgponsed iy
in weceds full of atfecticn and fith
when spaaking of Peters Successr,

"Whoeve ls unhed with the Pope
I5 wnited wih Christ!™ |MO VIE587)
“Wv wil be absclusely nmpectiul
of the Apaitobe Sou s ewarything,
ywhere, ny Tme,  whenewer
e Loed may <ol us” OME XV 245
“for me the Popes with k& a
cammand’ (M8 WEBT4) “Hiv wod
ML De our 1k in ewnyThing and
for everything” (M2 Y1494]

Thus spoke ow Founder Don
Basco and thisis how we feed in owr
hewrts todey

[ owoudd §he 10wl you Your
Holiness, that immediately  after
your elsction wees announced |
spontanecuty aod joyully recallad
Y bewatifd and unforgettativ
wepatience of Grurch ot Aparecda,
in May 2007, where | had ™ grace
of krnowing you and greetng you
perwnaty Together we fook part
In the mecek thare, B coletraticas
and meetings o e Sth Geseeal

)
- ||
! . L4

e handhal of dadreises and fow
ceremanies he's had one might
dechice that the new Pope (s
taking e o purify the pepecy
of its monarchad tragpings and
coutlbe ambience. Duing e
wansters from the Vatkan 1o the
Comus Sancrae Marthae residence
immeciately after b ebection, ke
auagle e sfused o ke e
gl limoussine. bstead he rode
In ®e coach with other cardinals,
When he made an 0uIng 1 Santy
Maris Maggicre a coupte of deyy
latoy, ho again dechned o 11 in
“hes” hueury Navcedes and cdimbed
Mo 3 Volkswagen Passat driven by
Vatican gendarmes

Of coune, this is @l wymbolic.
Only ot his postificate  usfodds
Wil we see how much substaotial
reform he Wil undertabe  An
encoungng won came lat week
whan be tempecanty reconfitmed
al the head of magor Vatican
offices, =ng he wanted to 1ake
moe time for laction. prayer
and dlogue” before mabing ary
pemeent  ppaniments.  The
eveniual apgontment of 4w
Secretary of Sune Wil be e fest
indication of the direcvon in which
e hopes to mone the Church

Fugueding e Stugy, it kobs
live the days of Latin and Lace and
he  cbsession with  ceremonial
Sccoutrements fom the Trdentine
period have come 10 an sbrupe
balt. Pope Franch is obwiosaly
Mo Comcrtatic with e “sobike
dmplciny” of the posatican
I Mgy, At mass with cadinal
elactors the day afier Hs election,

w

Conderence of the Latin Amefican
and Carbbesn Bishops; we mest

wn at the meeting of Argentine
Sihogn, which you pesiided a1, so
we could establsh the place and
amangements for the Beathoytion
of the then Venetble Cefeeno
Namncurd. (Wil neves forget your
wordy, full of evteem for the work of
Cur Sakedan confreses in Fatagona,
and  pour ntervention o Th
Chimpay could be the place for the
celetration

ann wedl amare of your deneniss
and affection for ™e Sakeiandg,
epecially . the  Amagro
community  where  Fr Deigee
Pourzol, who was yuor spritusl
o B and for Fr Looemeo
Massa, founder of the San Lorenao
Footbal Team | was wery much
appreciative of your testimonmy on
el of ow Cosdpstor Beother,
Blesind Arwrvdes  Zati mihwn
you were the Jeluk Provincial
and for your fatherly concern,
as Archbistop of Bueno Ares,
for ow confrers. | have amap
aparinced much joy @t your wall
o Sewcoon o Mary Help of
Chiismans which 50 many of ow
aoniseres recak

from the moment of your
ehocticn asd when you presented
yoursel, we hase Doen fascinated
by he fame you 100k a5 Porit, >
rame that picks up mary of your
cwn chaactestics and  which
peockams a prograemimm of senemal
in the Chundh, setuming £ 10 &5 tree
identiny and 10 the Gospe! through
umphcity msterity, and keeping its
Gurn Foondd on S Lond Mewis

Your Holnesi, we wilcome and
Make U Omn YOur Wish 10 have
“the cowrage, yes the cowape 10
walk in the Lord s presence, with hs
Croax to buld the Charch on e
Blocd of the Loed poured ot on
whe Ooss and 1o confess his glory.
Christ Crucified. And 5o the Crurch
wil move on ahead”

n fcdity to the Chusch and owr
Feundir Don Bosco, me a00ept this
imeRation of yours, Your Hokness,
and we promise that we wil dways
keep It poesent i owr personal

”

¢ .

he had the Sec - standing akar
resumned to the Sistne Chapel ang
celetiratnd  Yacng the people”
rathee than o ovvntem at the Righ
altar.

He ako gobdy put aude the
homiy v Lagin 1hat the Secretariat
of Sute had prepered for him
twhech s an oid sadtion) and
ok ealempocaneously n Halun

from The Lactonn inctead of from
the predder’s chake

In fact he has nevver spoiken "o
the throne” dunng & lergy. Aed his
wetments have been tawelud and
contemponary. Even at the huge
Mass 30 Ibaugurate the pontihcne
he usad » simple wnter witite mie
and chanubie that he wore segidary
s Bueno Mo,

A how | moubd e a charch that
s poorand thatis o the poor”. Pope
Froncls condessed In an sudence
lavt Saturcley 1o joursalinty and
medha profeisionab. That evidestly
M2ans 3 Aurch that & bumizie and
respectful - of
the betiels of
othery,  too.
S masy
of you do nt
bedong w0
the Catholic
Charch  and
Others are nos
belewers’, the
new Pope sakd
o the end of
the audtence

| oM this
heartfelt
blessing %)
shence. »

vk, our pusitoral cholces and cur
MQOORC progranmes.

We assure you of our prapers
Myy the Holy Spire auit you b
the delcate tnk Proradence han
ntrusted 10 you ded may the Virgin
Mary adways be pour Halp s pour
minkstry.

Along with this lether we are
wendng you, m 4 gn of cur
choseness, & statue of Mary Help
of Owistans. | would be 2 great
QT for us if we could present it to
you one 24th of May, in Turin in the

each e of you respectng the
corackence of each person. but
kngwng that esch ome of you
is & chid of Ged? Although &
fow Camobe joumalists seemod
confused and ewen wpset] that he
did noe make the radtionad tgn
of the cross over the gathening the
noe-Catholos mete morved by what
they porcened wir hs seminaily
towards them

Emphatizing the Inechaustinie
mercy of Ged has emeeged m an
warly theme n My pontificate. Hik
Eptscopal momo, which he ha
kepe as Pope, a0 emphasines
Gods mexcy - misevandd sngpe
elgends - "oy thowing mercy and
by chooaing”.

T™e mem Poge & ako &
devermined mam and, though he
otreiowusly enjoys the company of
other, hels something of a kener as
will He dhowniar L wenn hawe a private
secretary. And Boogh s low and
concem $or the pody & ewdent. and
his simple Iestyle b eloquent, he
has aho been wen s a conureative
on marry ecchnial sues. OF coune
Good Pope Jobw Paul wis 100, And
50 the wordd must be paoient with
Francis of Rome, it mould be unwise
snd enfsk for people to place all
theit hopes and aspirstioss for
chuedh ranewal and refom on the
shoulders of one poor man. As he
sakd Lyst week, "Cheist is the centre.
not the Succesor of Peter”.

Robert Mickens

Euibca of Mary Hudp of Chrrtians,
which Don Bowo bult with so0
much lowe. Perbaps 0 2015 when
we celebryte the woond centenary
of hiy birth,

I a spot of Skl cbedince,
108y ad alays we assure you of
QU Sepcrion and afection

Fr Pascusl Chavez Vilanseva
Rector Major of the Selesians of
Den Basco

ANS
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Unusual Facts About Pope Francis

bout Pope Francls, Besdes

being a pope with cow lung, Pope
Franas hin wished and ksied 0w
foet of AkSs patients in a hospice,
i been trained 35 2 cherm
b criticived priests who sefuss
buptar tubies bom to
maothers, reperted The Guasdan cn
March 13,200

For many

¢s and ror
«s who are wonderng
whethur a pope wis ooe lung wil
B the stmgth and staming 1o
deal with conasowersial bhe
sex scandals, Pope Frandls’ e as >
child, tren, young man, and former
Carcin! Jorge Bargoglo wil ypesk
fecisell

[

1, Som as the 1on of an Italon raihway
werker

Pope Frands we bom as Jorge
Maro Basgegho on Dec 17, 1936,
in Buencs Ales, fogentinas cpinal
dty, %0 Italon Immigrants Mado
Jowe Bergogin, & rabwy workes,

Rousiéwite. Growing up amareg fa
sitdings With hard working pasents
e Pope Francs the vdues
which cefine him todyy; family,

e wry, hamiky frugalty,
the abibty 10 connect with people.
comemyon, and beng down 10
warth, Pope: Ore bing and Y mome
Lo about

lasknomn, U
Pope France

2. Losing onw leng

When Pope Fraech wan »
enager, he had 3 lung remowed
X 3 ek of 3 respaory iness
g Indecty According 10
lung expert D, Zab Mosen ¥ from
Cocdary Sinal Medcad

Bath lurgs snd hasn't taken wch
Good care of hermadl” Dr. Mesendar

o ned thar Fope Francis
2 his hng most Tkely moee than
fifty years 290 when lung Indecticns
wwrs troted via wrgcal remaal
Ifritead of amsotics

3. A masters degres in
chumistry

Afser studeng chembtry at the
U ity of Buinos Ay, Pope
Frandisrecetsed amasters degrecin
chembtry, According o 3 Catholic
Herald report, Pope Franch s led

DON BesCo Lasient Alrica, May o1}

Ieral ans in Santiaga. Ohile, and in
156 earoed 3 degree Inphiosophy
from the Catholic Usivershty of
Buencs Abee Between 1984 and
1985 0 wini & Leachor of loavature
and paxchoiogy 3t nmacu bds Ngh
school in oain: Sanes Fe.
d i 19646 he taught the wme
courun at $he prestigious €
ded Savadorin Busros Abes”

4. The Road Less Traveled

Pope Francis emered the Sockty
of Jewss on March 11, 1058, but
wis not osdaned poest untd Dec.
13, 1969, boGwse of Ms years of
studhes and pursult of 2 varkety of
ingereats in phiowphy, Merstue.
o teaching. Mo win alieady 52
Dasgate he Gne start, howreer
Pepe Frandis was leading the local
Jesult community within four pears.
holding the top g om 1973 %
1979, Pupe Framciy'ie and focu as
@ Jesult and as o ungue ndiadual
consnued despite being promoted
tohigher posiiors

tven after Pope Franch was
wpanted  auclury bahop of
Buencs Aris, he wima
nd spent his Tme Caring for the
Cathofic wersky,  counseling
priests and preaching acd hearing

The Salesian’s Filial Loyalty to
Peter’s Successor

Con Bowo sromed flw loplty
50 the Pape. This profound atitude
is st e 100y n the selgious,
consecrated and lay people who
continue hs charism and apostolic
commitrrant 8o the Church and
SOCNTY. 1 is an atude That is now
renewed with the dection of Foge
Frands.

n the first amclke of Chapter &
of the Kaken edion of the 1674
Comtituticns, Dos Buaco wreti |
SO0 FCONSORRNNG per 1070 3 1bio
e wperiore assolto | Sommo
Pontefce, cul S31IN00 I gl CosY,
In ogme kogo v in cgri temps
wndteete & fEeiciamEnte
sonomessi oL “The members will
recognise the Supreme  PomiY
as their absclize  Jdge and
wiperice. They wil cospectiully and
Pumbsly submie 1o Bm Ths is
Ak cbedgience, full of lowe and an
cbedience Don Bowo himse¥ gave
exymple of

n the SWmin Comtitiniom
raniwed in 1984, there s Teo
amiches  which  moke  explidt
pelerence 1o the successor of Peer
artiches 13 and 125 "The Salesin
Family Charter” abis pecks s the
Sane drection and i pervaded by
The Mal logalty 10 the Foge that
characierisad Don Bosco,

Awarunuss
Church.
Anicke 13 in the first
port of e ConstRutions
dewribes 3 peofle of
she  Sakesan  selgious
- It duncribes, & bavc
amitede, e ecdhsial
idenminy of Sakedan spirk and
poctord chanty expvesssd I A
senewed rerlesal ymaenesy’ of
lupalty %0 the Popw, Communion
with the Bishoges and Comminment
wbuldng up e ol Church. The
artiche syps that the Saledan bowves
the Church, works for i growth
wihtatos the young to love it. The
reason for this love b based on the

of  baing

fact that the Church wis wiled and
boved by Chest.

Fikal Joyolty 1o the Suicessor of
Peter 5 3 Salesin chamacteristic
Don Bosco's |¥e and tradition aest
to that. “When the Pope sapreses 4
wishin o regaed, thit b4 command
Tor us’ 3 foel really indignant”. he
WIOIE 0N ONE OCCASON, "3t the scam
regard certain writers hawe for the
Pope.. we havw 30 cluster tightly
wcusd bl the Tundamental
pupose of 1the Congrogasion,
fight from e Begineing, was to
continuoustly suppent and defend
the suthoaty of the
of the Church in the less welloo-do
chases of sodety and espaciily
YOURR 31 risk” These are but wofme
of e lines that indicate Don
Boaca's complete
dediaton e

the Curch
and  the
Pope.

DON BesCo Lastent Alrica, May 201}

For the Popes that he knew, Don
Boico win an extremely attentrae
serant The Sakesan lowes the
Pope and does not hide his love for
him, He knows how 10 proposs this
Vore to the young and Belp them to
be asentine 10 his teaching, n the
COrtain Anomiedge that e i giving
them a sure refierence pont in their
search for srumh

The Supreme Postiff s the
sghest  superior of  the
Salesian Society
Artide 125 in the Sourth pert of
the Consttutions sbous the wrvice
of suthonty, recogrines the Pope
w6 the kighwit seperior of the
Congragation. It descrbes Saksan
tudes of Ml kosalty %0 the
Supreme Ponti
Axnlebdty for e good of the
Urvwersid Chusch of s the Succusce
Oof Potier & e wislio on of unslty
Docifty 1o the  pootifcl
magisterium  that  guides and
anmates every aceaity of the
Sabesues edhacatcr and evingebser;
Commiment o helping the
fanhul  especilly the
yourg. In accepting
the Pope’s
g,
ANS

nessions tanks that e not

wty peckcrmed by “vperon®
00 June 3, 1907, B wirk named
ditoe  archbishop He was
nszyled 25 the new archbishe
Buenos Alres Feb, 28, 19987

S. Simple apartmem, cooks
his own meal, fides the bus

Becoming he new archbishop
of Buenoy Alres In 1936 dd nok
change who Pope Franch wes as
an indvideal. He ode the bus,
vaned the pooc Fved in a simple
apartment. and cooked NS omn
mens

fven n home, Pope Funca ad
pal bvw in the archisshop paface
Butlrsed in an partment mhee be
ntinued to cook his own meals,
Senicdes bos lowbory Iestyle, Pope
Francis wi pert of 4 larger
ety By coating mew pensh

grams
0 for dhorcees,

6. The defender of the family
who “washed and kissed the
feet of Aucls patients”

Pope franch Is the suthor of
bodks  abowt  aphiasdity  and
moditation and is 1he coauor of
he Book “Sobire of Cedo y I Tiera”
On Heaven and Earth) smhich (s
aeakable on Xincle, Whils he 1s 3n
cutspokin parven as a defender of
e famdy and is Mairel aboeton
and same-sex. mamages he s
ko the syme human Deng wha,
In 2001, “‘wmhed and bued tre
foet of Axds patients in & Bowpic
w Cuardian

ateceding b

7 Condoms “can be
prrmissible®
Uniies

mary officials In the
thurch, Pope  Frands
that condoms “can be
o peevent infection
o urike many other church
member, Pope Funca fun never
ORCICn with ordinary
On March 13, 2013, C&S
New York wiote that, “He's Ived
those T tirtubert yeans on letie

Buses wnd Bhin and comernts, in

%

1

dusty bynes 3l across Latin America
Bergoglo often sode the bus
to work snd segulardy vivted the
Atrk TR fing Argenting's capis.
SOC cutiedch, rather
o doctringl barthes be the
esenttsl business of the Chuscn”

8. Pope Frands practices
what he preaches

Toking sbow "socal outreach” Is
eavy practing “woclsl outrench.”
howrest, & part of the sswece of
Pepe Francs fom chidhood st
The Economat.
s told  his  Selow
Argeotinians ot 10 waste ther
morury on phew Bokets 1o Rome
360 him Croaned a cardnal by John
Pauf ¥ in 2000, wging them o give
Itinsead to the poot”

9. The hoast mahes a s,
not his clothes

‘When Pope Fancs
omo the toicory on Wedne:
o new Pope fo
in a white cancck instesd of the
padtional rod Cape and papad stol,
"He even chose 1o wedr his own,
simple cross — dewodd of dlamond
d Jewels — the
balcony tkng In the credibie
SCeNe Datowm”

w he vioed ¢

£

10. Expect the unexpected

Even though Pope Franck wat
beliewed 1o hyee been the nunner
up I the last papel condave In
2005 that elected Pope Benmdict
XV hardly Dody weecled Pope
ne he new pope
Not only becyseol Pope
of bacause of his Jequst
Backgroend bis alus becasae of kiy
“wseciation with prsts svaived
101 BDeramon theokogy, & Mowesent
previowsly fromned upso oy the
Vatkcan®

Expecting  the  uneapected
epears 10 Ba & maje thame s
e Frands’ Ife. Who would ha
cted that achid from a rails
working famiy in Asgerzing wh
did not become a priest until be
wis 37 would becose the kader
of the Cathadic charch < el
%

Pope  Framch  faom  maoy
chalinges as the headér of the
CathoSic  church.  Howewer, ¥

aybody can brieg upon mud
needed change. It Is - snespectady
- apope with orw kng
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Message from the Superior
General of the Daughters of Mary
Help of Christians to the

Expressng the joy of the emire
nstute at the eleacticn of the
rww Bohop of Rome, Mother
Yvorme Roungoat, Superioe
Generad of the Davghters of Mary
Help of Cheistlare sent 3 messoge
wekoming Pope rancis.

Vo Hodiness

W ome 30 your mlh geadt joy 1o
Sxpress O maroest wishes for e
mison you heve deen coled 4 Oy
the wl) of the Cadiah who Jook
Partin the Concose: Supreree Paoaff
of the Cotholse Chuveh and Bishop of
Rome

Weare ot e farehontinpaying for
he Pape and bs Aigh neypam oy,
alio bacavse of e o G Peters
Swccessor hat 2w Foundey and
Fothey, Savne John Sosoa pesied on
10 the Saterian Family Now Mot e
can thnk of a Pape with 2 sane and
@ facw, axur peayis b ever more heen

e basgue of Nrer has @ sew
Hehrman who bas taken o0 e
v lagocy of Senadcr XW and

Holy Father

WiV guide the Chorch (n oW me,
KV of chalenges bt oo AW af
cpporiuniies and siges of hope

M he name of 20 the Dosphrers
of Mary Melp of Chvissons ocross
the Sve connments, | exgvess pur Alst
Aapaky 85 your Magistenium & Parror
and Father of the Linvenial Charch,

We wish 10 empriss our fdelly
10 the Fope a0 Mecugh o moe
ouwshentc xelpvous Ve o We Joyal ro
the Gospel and the Sadesiom chariur:

Don Besco Eastent Aliica, May 2013

ohese ave sources that ecdven t and
gve it vocational fuhiness

Along with the emdre Chuch we
e our commmlment 1o
Evaogelioronttrouph iheeducation
of e youthlu! genessoions, by
eapholtty prociaming lesus

W o comenoed that only ¥ we
aw Al panonate dacgler oo me
D¢ MUSOAONRS Of M5 kove, incwing
Now 10 2ass on, Meough owr Nves, the
farcgvion of s presance e Vs
Auman sxiieoce wh maaning. oy
and pvace.

We jove you. Your Holness o
greeting the Mo mth mboos you
intend 4o begin your Posnifoste, Moy
Mary Help of Chrations cosfioue o
Bhss powr W% and make youwe new
MsEn Gt

e offer our peayes et io ohis ey
of Fauh you endghianed guidonce
may kad Aumanty o encouster
Jesui.

Sister Yvonse Rewngost, FMA
AN

Pope Francis’ Coat of Arms

and Motto

ey

On e 1B March 2013, the wigil
of the Mass 5t which Pope Francls
began My Petrine minisiry, the
Vatican Prewi Office presermed hic
Coat of Artrs and 1 motto he hai
chosen from S2 Bede “misendo
Maue ehgendo’

The Shisld

Pope Franch b deaded 50 bivp
the essental ekements of hs earfer
coat of arme, chosen & the Time
of Ns eplscopal consecration and
ety a vmple coe.

Tha bhue sdeld b wrmounted by
the smbals of pormiical Sgeity.
the same 35 the one wied by his
predecessor, Bermcict XV imitre
md betwwen keyy In gokd and
shvur, with aed cord. Standing out
abaree s the embhem of the Popes
O the Jesults of Company of
Jeses: a flaming wun with ketters in
red, IS, menogram of Chiie. The
lettar H inchades 3 Gonge tha hai
three nabs in black mmodacdly
below it

Bedow s 3wy and 3 grape-Ake
plare jrarcal. The star, scconcing
e ancent  herdde traditien,
ropeesents the Virgn Mary, mother
of Chrisz and the Chusch the other
plare. which flomers liee 3 Ity
ropreserty St Joneph, putroe of
the Unpsersal Church. o Spaniss
lecnograghic radition, St joseph

”

Carries what looks Bhe 2 1By n his
hands. By nchuding hese Imageson
hisshiedd, the Pope has understood
how best to diplay his devation %o
Our Lady and 8o St Jonoph.

The Motto

The Moly Father, Franch’ motso
come fom a homiy by the
Venerable Eoci, 4 priwnt [Om. 21;
CCL 122 549150 L commenting om
the Gospel passage of St Matthews
il where he wihes “Vidit ergo
fewin publbcanum ot guia miverando

atque edgendo wdt, at I Seqeee
e (s w4 putlice, koted
L2 by e [ores dnnd Fodting and
3 w0 i Fotbow me).

The homily is » ebute to Dvine
Meccy and can be found i the
Liturgy of the Hours for SO Matthew’s
feast day. It tabes ona wodal ok n
the spirituy He of e Fope. it was
on St Matihew's Feast in 1953, that
the young Jorge Marko Bergoglic
wperinced, when he wes b 17,
the spodal koving presence of Ged
W his e Folwing confession,
he Tedt his heart touched ty Gods
mecy and that God was kating
at hm loengy, wling Nm 1o
religious S, foliomng the example
of Stignatius of Lopola.

When chosen 3¢ » Bshop
Bistop Bergoglc secalind thn
mement of the Begienieg of ha
ool consecration in the Church
and decded 10 choose St Sede’s
opresson a5 his motto and
mogramme for M “mivsanco
atue ebgends” e showed mascy
o him and caliod him). which &
now in the Fapal Coxt of Arms.

ANS

A Few of the Pope’s Favourite Things

Here are a few of Pope Fancs
frscurite things, which he revesled
In & werhes of nbwviewn gransed
whie be was Archbshep of Bowncs
Hores.

The nterviews are i the book,
Pope Francis: Comwerrations mith
Jonge Sergogh by Sereo Buten and
Francisea Ambdrogetn, whch was
ofignally putiished in 2010 under
The tife E1 Jesudta (The Jesuith, it is
rat yet yaalable inInglsh

Favourite sparts: When he wmas
young, e future Pope pleped
bt e he bowed gong
% the stadhom 10 watch soccer
with his weole famiy 10 see ther
frscurite team, San Loeron. He
larmented that the fan scene b not
What it wsed 1o e Al the worst,
“people woukd yel at the referee
that he was & bum, a wourdrel. &
wikut . nothing in companwn
10 Tha spiEhets thiy e todey he
sad

Fywourite dty. "1 Jove where |
Trve, 1 love Doencs Abes” He has
staved e 1t Latis Amenica and party
of Ewrcpe, nchading lridand “10
Imgeowe ey Engish” However he
s, ) ey try to woid travelling

. because m a homebody” snd
Got homanice wnly.

Faeourite wiy 10 stay nloemed:
Newspapers, He s2id he tumed on
he radio onfy % listen 1o dastcal
mudc Me had thought hed
probably sart wang the Imemet
e hs  predecessor the lae.
Cwdinal Jan Cados Aambuiu
of Buenos Aes, dd — "when ke
retised ¥ 757

Faecunite mode of transport o
Coardinal Aschitishop of Buenos
Meres: The subway. which he would
Iwidys take 10 et mround "bacause
Ity fyut Bt F | can, | preder the bus
Bocaune that way | can look cutwde”

Fareoutile pastime & & boy, b
Iiked o collect stamps. Todyy, ‘1
really fike reading and isening to
musc”

Favourtte authcns and  books:
‘1 adee potry by Frednch)
Holderdin” a  19th-century  lyric

2w

poet: Messandeo Margonds The
Besothed || Promesd  Spost,
which he said he hys sead ot St
four times; Durie Alghiens The
Diine Comady, and amthing by
Fypodor Dostoessky and Argentine
writer jorge Luls Borges. The Pope
recalind that even though Sarges
Wik an ageea, “heid recite the
Our Father’ every evining because
he had promised hs mother be
would. and disd with 2 sense of
‘sebgious combort

Favcurite  munic “Lecous’
Ovirtute Moo 3 by Ludwiy wan
Beethoven conductad by the laite-
Wiheim Furtwangler, “who, In my
opnion, is the bew conductor of
some of (Besthowen's) vymphonies
and works by Wogne

Fyeourite dance @yke  tango,
which he sabd he boves “very mixh,
Ity something thet tomes from
withn® He wdd he danced the
Tango when he wis young “ewen
ough 1 prefemed e mionga”
which Is an oldes form of tango
with a faster rbgthm.

Fascurite pumting: The White
Crucision by Marc Oogail The
scene st crued, mather % Sl of
hope it shows pain S41 of sererity,
| ghirk it's e of the mant beautful
hings Chagal weer panted”

Favourite prison: His
grandmather Rosa, who helped
rabe Bim wien he s btle, taughe
i hiy frst words of Reban and
peased on har desp rdlighous
sensbiitg

Faecurine sin he sums to in time
of needt 51, Therese of Ugeus. Me
kept & proto of hee on ks bbrary
ahell weth & vase of mhete s in
front of It “Whan | harse 3 probidem
| sk the 53t not 10 sodve It, bue
8o take 1t in her hanchs and help me
accep 7

Faresutite virtue: “The wvinue of
lorwe, s make soom for others mith 3
gentle approach. Meskness entices
me enommoushy! | abways atk God 1o
Grant =e & mewi heart” ba sed.

Worsk e o avoid: “Tha din that
repudses me most is pede” and

thisking of coesell 35 abig hot. He
sakdwhen khashappened tohim ™
have felt grest embaenassment and
1wk God far fargaeress becasae
nokody has the nght 10 behave She
this”

Typécal reaction 10 unespeacted
snncuncements: He froezes. Woes
Pope Franch was shectd Pepe and
dppeared M the cemnl balcony.
mary neticed helocked rather 5o,
Tumns out that's how he reacted
when he wm named susflary
bishop in 1992 and how be et
30 arthing wepected, goad of
bad.its ke I'm paalyaed” he txd.

Things he would resoue inewent of
afire Mis breviary and appainement
bock, which alue contam all of hix
Contacts, addeesios and tdephcne
numbers. Tt moubdbea read disaster
o bose them™

'm very attached to my brevary:
ity the frat thing | cpen in the
Morming and the last ting | cdhese
when | go 10 sfeep”

Heabokeepstucked safe between
Its pages hix grandmathers betters
wnd her knt woeds to her granchidh
béfore st dhed. She aid that in
times of sadeess, trouble o koss, v
look 1o the tabemacie, “where the
greasest and moblest martyr s kept”
sl to Mary at the S0t of the cros
30 That they may “%1 Tl a drop of
sahe on the deepest and most
painful mounds”

csa
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“Thank You For Everything”

The siery & tokd about a weman
Zen mastey ramed Somd who
wught one very simple method
of enlgreenment, She  acMised
averyone who carmw to her Lo adoge
an afirmaticn 10 be sad mary
Tmes a Ay, under 3l conditions.
The atfrmation was, Thark you
for everything. 1 hawe no complaing
whatioevr”,

Marry pocph from adl areas of Ife
came 10 Sond for healing. Some
wese emotionaly distraughe others
Pad fnancel trosbles; some were
wwking sodd | Beration. No matte
What Thior St o what question
They asiedher,her response masthe
e "Thank you for everything |
Pavse oM h Sorre

ogue with hec Yot seon people
took Mo supgestion 1o heart and
began %0 peactice it Trdron
sels that eseryone who practiond
Sonos affirmation found pesce and
hsdiong.

Aerreading this portioular story,
3 knd of comosty came to me |
Eegan 10 say this sffrmation mary
Brmes  day, n the begineing | did &
with coriasity but bner it began 1o
change my antitude. Fes, why do |
comgdain a1 317 A1 what | am, % the
gt of God and il what happens
cn my way comes from Ged. S0
naw | Do 10 say this alfematon
from the hewt, “Thank you S
everything. | have no complaint

pecph wert amey dupponieg
cthers grow angry: others tied 10

The highest form
for th

of
%, start than!

To ry wurpeive, et & momth
on May 2od 201040 Vipm, | got a

mesiage i iy phone endly call
me back” Uswally no phone cills
come in That parmiculy place mhere
| was working because it was an
Irmaricr wilage

Naat day moming | called back
the perscn who sent the message
ad it ws my Superior General.
| was sarpdsed again, She told
me that she iy gang 1o sk me an
Irportant question and 1o (hles
o her Carefully. | ot worried. Thes
she xked me “Wre you seady w0
90 10 Suden at & minkcnary!” She
newced an anamer n the evening |
haagt diram Thw phcoe. X mas & Wy
dMcut Stuation but | remember.
| 53 the syme attemation Thank
you e everything | hane no
complant  whamwevwr It wan
rathas Aol 1o give an ardwer

rayer is gratitude. Instcad of asking God
g God for the things and we will find that
od has alroady given us ovorything that we need.

008 Bosco Easione Alrica, May 2013

a

Journey to Holiness

Holineis is reodiness W share
with those who e i real nead. &
Is readiness 1o ak for forgiveness
whm we do something wrong 1o
ctheri and seadiness to foigaw
when someone does something
WIong 10 us It ks the abily 1o sy
“ro" when we ought 10 sy "no” and
“yea when we cught 1o sy yes' &
is seadiness 10 undeeitand others
as we desive 1o De understood by
others, Holiness 15 10 work when we
wark, 1o pray when we pray, 10 love
when we bove It i to be who we
ave and whire we e, It 6 10 grow
where we ase pRated. It & 10 be
light In the dirkness. It is 10 bagin
from where we are

Marry  people, by

Childven) to be Fhe God who & cur
Tather, 5L Augusune s2ys "My heat
Is restiess, O Lord, wnthl K rests in
youl

Rt & mmportart o know that
halingss of Ife & the joumey o 2
We time. However we are. whateses
way we are Iving or weae we
hawe i pust an integral pert of the
whele of Bolnesi. Each med b
anpoyuile 0 Lsdl a1 e moment
wihOUT Waiting Sor the nest one
Ukewise every step you make n
YOUr journey to s iy complete i
sl at the sommet, is urigue and
€an enly reach where it mas meant
to reach, though wou have mot
reached 1N yet For ane to be ful

L 1o tabor sewersd

pouthbd coleagues, profer to do
what thay do not do. W work while
cating: we crive while aking we
sudy whlle lening to musi,
pray while Wweping  Phywcally
wa are here But mertaly we are
These. Saint Paud says “Whae 1 do, |
@0 mot understand. For | do not do
what £ want, bt | do what | e’
(o ?:15). Maybe it is becauw of
e weddy compleations which
make us fod it AfMcuk to be
o do what b epecied of s In
ary stuation we can stil grow In
Faknews if we have really {afen in
loree with what & good, ¥ we Pt
cutin deep water. The diMculties
and ARppoNTments are there, bue
we are dways caled to keep dowe
30 Chrint, Chost Birmaetf said | havw
3 wous Uhis 50 that you ssight have
peace in me. i the workd you wil
Pave trouble, but take cowage |
Pavse conquered the workd®

Who b perfect amang us? No oo
15 perfact encept God. Thaselose wo
are allimperiect, ough n diferere
warys, But this does not mean tha
we canmat be holy, becaune Chris
Rirrael who b owr model telh us:
L g Fect ak pour fahax i hirmin
Is perfer” M1 504 15 he calling us
% impossble things? 1 o not think
. | thing he b caling us (God's

)
spoors of food, but eadh spoca b
worthrahiie in itsel o the moment
20d corarbutes % being satisted
at the end. | 50 think that foe coe
ta lree the whale holimera, o stain
the whok holiness, It depends on
how one [haes each innegral pant of
the whole haliness. | am not talking
abowt one 1o be periect inwhateser
are thinks or doen daily, trt adding

something 9ood 10 whatewsr cne
thinks and does daily, sirce holness
I something 1o be Iived and not
something to be acquined, studed
or srchived Dun Beico sold his
Dorys That holiesss Coraists in doing
ordinary things in an examdnary
way, We 50 can grow in holness
1 we realy Befiewe that God is at
work Broush the ondinary good
thisgs whech we think and do daly.
W are ab unholy but we are neither
callad nor destined % be unholy.
Therefore for us to seach hotliness it
Wl depench on how much effort we
Mmake 1o mirimee the space of the
urdoly a0d maemie the space of
holiress

Haolness & not a conquest made
once for al but & [fe ourney with
s g and downs o hidden and
exposed moments In cur Me sime.
Life 0 holinessis| ke Chsts foumney
to Cabvary which mas charactestosd
by faking and rivng and sach time
he fel and rose the doser he wirs
to Catvary. Theredore, being 3 We
Hme jourrery, we do not talk about
reaching the pewk of holirew whie

It is important to know that holiness of
life is the journcy of a life time. However we

are,whatever way

or what we

living
have is just an intogral part of theo whole of
holin:

RN
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But o my surpase again something
me ad | caled the

Superot Genmal and tokd her thae
twdl ga And mawe | am in Seuth
Sudan having complesed om0 yeor.
Wes 20 you imagine what ow
e would Be Mke if we umply
cropped our complainty. Y &
radical propenal dnce mant of us
b been aned %0 guestion,
anvyse and oiicize everything
we see Din then mmetimes we
end up questicning anakying and
crlicinineg oursebves. Thin we miss
cut the joy, the only D mexuse
of success, But sometimes what
Pappenstousisthat thereis s wolce
Inuide us cfecting, “But if | did rat
compliin, poophe woukd walt af
ower e’ R isonly our fleeling. | am
Hrply SU0PeSINY Tt we practice:
s aMirmation foc an entiee
thalagning Dy And then may
B ence 2wk Then we might
ST 10 foel 50 QOOI and cur Ives
WE bacome 5o effective that we
would want 50 1uen every dey In to-
# Thankgiving, | knaw it & abvwyn
Wty Sday 1o pewach bt 10 practice
s i cur own bves is difodt
espedally when we g0 through
atfcubier and prodlems | have
wepatienced it m my He. On Sth
of Ocvobier | wis armeited and wis
I peisen for 3 hours @ was a false
Scousation, Then onwands these

were bots of peoblems connected
5 11, It waws not easy to thank God
for that wcperience. Bt later | akd
Bank you for imverything. | have no
complaing whatsoever. | couls foel
e di¥eence n my amtude and
1 s abie to forghwe the persons
whao mere betend tha probien

that we nead. LFe is 3 bg rexsure
hunt, Eventusly me grow weary of
seckng sresires cutude ounetve,
wnd we Begin to fook within. There
we dbcowir that ™ gold we
SouQhe we dveady are. Yes, ket us
begin %0 drop ow complaints and
thank God dor everything. *Thank
you for everything. | have no

The highest foem of praper s
e

de. nsead of xbing
Wings. start thanking God for the
things and we wil fnd thn God
has absady gaven us everything

Sr, Shanty Astony MSMNC (Don
Borco Msslan, Tony)

Pope Francis, Sports Aficionado and

Devoted to Mary Help of Christians

In 2008, dering 4 meeting,

Wik the entine workd is kooking for mose infonmation on the newly
hoctod Pope, we olffer one eptode miech shaws his low lor spon and,
eapaciaty, his drection 1o My Help of Chrivians,
managers of San Locenco de Amageo
foothall team gave the then Cardinal Sergoghio a Son Lorenao
Querrsey and & Sexson Tkt 1o the Ay 3 3 “Centenary member™.
For the cccasion ha also receised a leeter from the taam’s leadeeshio
naiting him 5o cebetrate Mass for the 100 ywars of San Lorenso Team,

Cardnal Bergogho secalied the estracrdibary San Losenao team
which won the Championship n 1566, with plypers
and Marting. Az the cermenary cekebiation he sxd that at San Lorenao
“w dont Taka o cobours from just argwhens, Sut me ik the Yisgin®
andd be aho avked that “Wary Help of Chasties never be wparated
from the Club becaune She iy its mothec ghaen that Som Lorenao began
At the 5t Anthoay'’s Deatony, under the Wirgin Mary's protection’

e Farro, Poneoni

J

2

we are 2lve bur grosing doses and
s to holness white we are sltve,

W can sy that we are growng
in holness whin me uie cur mnd
90 Think what B Good, whan we
wse our hands 10 90 what Is good,
when we use cur eyes 10 e wihat
1 geod, when we uw cur mouths
%0 spoak what & good, and when
W OPEN Ul hRaITs 10 lome Wit is
Qood. Fr. Peter Ricaldone sabd thar
Bolness ks to think wel of Jl 10
sprenk well of all, and to co good to
Al For us 50 readh our strength we
noed 10 0O bepond our weakness.
Mary people would ke to be
Faky bt they do noe bhe 1o focus

ON what & beyond the whaly. We
forget that whenever we choose
Fhese are things %0 take and things
80 lmrse. A viudent who wants 1o
b a whentist is advised 1o focus
0 work hond on schence subjects
rather than arts subjects, Thesedore
1 21w beleve whar for us tn be holy
we rweed to focus all cur atterton
ard oot on Wit i Roly.

Novice Fablen Mailyo Jahn
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Talk the Wwalk and
Walk the Talk.

1 have been wondering why do
ww studly, analyoe and d

For Imtance, esswy woting In
schoch e ful of grammatical
Qo e the clder folks seved
In s e deiphe chathenges
Meanwhile mary  people  have
wemingly  fabulous  kdess  on
Pper but Sww aw

dust on shehws Howresr, whan
these ongingl e QNN ACCess
w0 deermined peophe, they act 35
wckets 10 fly over Imo wburds from

Whike lntening to Gad's minister
mecerstly, #n weormous challege
wis pawed 10 s, the atlindeds:
wherais evaryone is in the political
campaign mood and prying for 3
peacebd - volence bee election
process, mhat am | doing to grow
e i sy conns Bfe, oy Gy and
evermuity my country?

Thesefore. It seems exder %0
pont

ahams both aty. socally
and spinitualy.
5 worth moting thae Cheistian

WL WE eVt Pk Tham ino scion
%0 yiehd favorable resuks. IS with
sincerky that | have leyre an ies
0 matter how wonderfil and |
changng It might be, wil remain
Just 3 Thought wntid acted on.

It's been noted that cemeseries
are Sl of crginal and marvwelous,
It improving  thoughts, which
st s S light of the cduy.
If om does the «ame thing
the same Wiy and espects 3
diflerent result. then this cn be
conudered ax mesurs of nsanty,
Howwset, with cument  woven
»

the nead 10
co-est 45 parts of the syme body,
Iring in paace, love and unity, The
QUESTICN Thart i s Theefose &, miyy
d0es 3 wice such as theft, mender,
ksl

the el enummy bas within pou.
The postive Change you woukd
Ike 10 experience stants wieth
you on 3 s¥ngle, decisve step
put into acton, for the grewter
good  of mankind  Semooow.
| G0 not want 1o Be 3 product of

my bue rather, my
it throat i and to be 3 product of me.
sufnhress, atnbe s and  our Has it ever crowed your mind that
sitingst G greed,  th weuld not haree besn ai

comuptions  and  Indvidualistic
atthude had been blamed. Did
you kenaw that more than 75% of
Kamrya's and Eavt Africas and workd s
popdace s Chektian?

1T b Ohvistions simnply lowed each
other and embraced a bBrothery

in o xhas

can we not

elched esctement and many have
turmed retardant and urprochictive,

R

keeper app
A thene vices for good and
lhee a smple, serine, sifless y
happher Ife?

Tris, were it not for cur fore fathers’
seifiess actions 3t thedr own bewed?

Fingly, let's not caly Think, tak
wnd write way formands on hva
Lutin addition, put an a1e0. step
o its rexfization. Paul (comerted
Soull witnesses 50 ws that faeh as
sl a3 & mustand seed, can move
& mountain pet mEhout action & v
dead.
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OUR NEW PRIEST

Fr. Benn Agunga

F1 Benn Agengs son of thw lete
Chades Basl Agunga and Caren
Wercnca mas boen i 2 family
of wght Two brothers; Afred
(Agurga and Compary, Maknd|
Colima  Agunga ML Keya
Universdty, Mombasal, and five
siars that & Roidine Aguage
Keys  Mesmodst  University
Mombasal B Aurga
KKy, Cobetine Agurge
Kenyatty Unieersiy, Momibasa)
ard Eronda Agunga  INarobi
Univeruty, Mombasa|

Fu Benn  shipped  nursery
schocl and started hiv pomary
educaion a1 Kideshwa Primary
School, Naisoli joising Standed
One In the yesr 1967 In 1591
he mowed 10 SL Lazares Primary
Schoal whene he wt for hn KCPE

Having sdmived the priesthood
wocaon and through the adace
of his late mum Veronica, Fr. Benn
wert for an intendew 0 the year
1005 with an intenticn of joining &
miror seminacy. In the year 1596,
Fr. Benn was adimittod in Foes One

Q@ What was Sast John
Bosco’s dream about Mary
and the Bocharist?

A Johe Bosco, of known mose
populady by Bis Hakan herkage
Don Bosco, aducace of youth and
founder of the Sdesien, had
dream in 1862 during which he
perceived that two pillars in the
stoem tossad sey wonkd anchor
the bost of Peter jthe Church]
The talhe, stronget pile win
the Euchanst aed seccod mas the
Bessed Vign Mary. Con Bosco
taughe that tranguiity would mot
resemn to the stormy year urd the
pope would succend in anchoring
the Owurch betwoen the il of
Euchurbstic desotion and devotion
to Mary Don Bosco described this
dream many times to his radenty,
and in 4 lever Gased Febseuary 13
1363 1w wecte 10 Pope Pius (X about
the dweam, The pilac summounted

St Gabewd’s MEnoe Semsinary.

Colloge  affioned %0 Cathole

Hyvng
his ®CSE in 1999, Ft Ben decked
0 pusue hs preddy vocation
In the Ssledan Congragstion
2001, e atiended the “come and
See’ wocation camp  crgantmd
by Fr. Gecrge Kocholickal 508 at
Don Boico YES, Karen (wheve Av
Is awrerdly assgredl Me ooty
ssaveed Vs Acpiancy and Pre
Nowitinte formation st Bowo Boys,
Kuminda In 2003 Fr Barn went for
his Nerdtiate in Don Besco, Meshi
Tanzaria, In the year 2004, Fr. Beres
began hi Exthdor Degee n
P

af Eastern Africa (CLEAL
During that period, £t Benn was
ordidmed a Dwaccn at Don Boo
Upperhil Navobl on 12th My
1002 He svccasfuly compieted
Hs Theologeal wadies In Lareeary
083

Berm was oclened & Cathole
peest on 25th Aprdk 2003 a1
Tumnsfu Ceme, Miimani Kisumu
try His Grace, Zacchaus Okoth, the
Archiishop of the Arch diocese of
Bvarmu

Fr Benn 15 & fan of sporty
espocially wolleybal debate, drama,

, bry anct Ed in Dom
Bosco College. Moshy, Tanzania. He
gradiated at the Cathalic Univerdity
of Eastern Aftica in 2007

Fr. Benn then lates were for
hin Prctcal Tranng  (Passcest
experencelat Don Bosco Secondary
Schoal, Shimpanga, Tanzania wntd
the pear 2009, In August 2009, he
s1amed his Thoological Foamation
st Don Bosto Usame, Narchi He
pursyed his Bachelor Degree
Theckgy o Tangazs Unveriity

D0 Besco L35t AfHICA, May 2013

wih the host had whe Irscripron
“The Sehation of Bebevers™ The
wmalher pllar had & viatue of Mery
at the top of ity cokann and the
nscription, “Hop of Chvstian”

Don Boxo fossered dewotion to
Mary undes the titke. Mary Helo of
Chostian (Auctum Chelstananmi
1 1863 b Bogan the comstruction
of 31arge chusch B gaee Th: Na e,
Church of Mary Help of Ohvlssans.
h was complesed in 1863 A
bographer wrote:

To muke Mary loved, 10 make het
Anoan in ¥l hey preregat nal

' el
2 good organizer and above 31 he
owws politics haning bewn browght
v I polimeal badkground. i you
hagpen o ik Fu Benn whet he
would horse been f he was not 4
priest, e would cheeifully tedl you
1 wodd have been a lawyer o 2
med) peronne,

Ceongats Fr. Banm and abowe al
THE AGLINGA'S farmily for giving ua
a2 priest.

Ednay Beyer Phefan. Oon Bosco
A Sovinw) Portent New Yok
Doubleday. 1901, pp 384-5 |

Content {cxampies of use).
“When | submitted the plans for
the church foe the city’s approval
the wuperntendent sejected the
plans because of the tbtle Hulp of
Ovistans™s 0o Jeswitical e
compiainedBut i | explained,
perhaps In your bne of work wou
hawe rot had occason of kaking
o the hivcncal oragin of this 1.
R The WCTones wen

her ghories, in ol the graces she has
conferred upon manking and the
Church-to make Mary known, n
bort, under the Be of Mary Hep
of Cheistians, became Den Bosco's
partcuiae Marian mision In Tuin
Tl e Eithiyl meere quick to redar
to Ouwr Ly Help of Chintians m
“Don Boscos Madonna’[Source

by a coddimion of Ialm, Spenih
and others agaknst the Tuks "
WBarbern,  Autograph  Cheonicle,
June 26, 187%, Notebook B, 13-4,
foaciy

Pope Francis and the Salesians

o the deps paas, new sphcdes
and mpects of interest segarding

Sakesian woesd, As wedlashis special
Swrsctian 1o Nary Holp of Chrtwsany
~displayed esery 24th of the month
al e Marin shiew ot Almagro
In Buenos Alres. - theve are athers
The new Pope is ako 2 Syleshan past
pupd

n 1849 loge Mano Bergolo
anended “Wifnd Sacde” Saleiian
Colege in Ramos Meja, slong with

his tocthey. Jorge was in chyis 6B,
From the 161 of pride-wieners that
year we see he got the firss petoe for
conauct, rdighon and e Gospes.
A detaiied Blogragly publabed
by the Argentine Dofly LaNaciia?
W50 WpOrts that the Pops, whan e
was 17 had Fr Ennico Pozmb as Ns
4piinsal divector, from the Akmagro
community. This prieat, bedore
beinging Don Bosco's chadsm 10
Twera ded Fuogs - the ends of the
workd - left an indebble mark on
Do 1t was Fr Pozzol wihvo sugpested
%o e poung Bergoglo to go 1o
whe Tand i mountaies to owercome
an atnack of poeusonia; £ was he
who hefped the futise Pope apply
for whe seminary a1 Vil Dewon;
wd Cod Bergoglic included o
relerence to him n the preface
00 his fest book - Mediations for
fiedighous ~ refeeting to the “strong
Impoct” this Salesion hod oo s
I, and the “ssample of ecchnial

Don Besco Lastent Alrica, May 201

service and rebgious consecration”
he garsa.

Ar Tandd, when he was 18 yeans.
Bergoghio met Robermo Musarne,
two ywars clder than hm who
he then met n mose complex
crcumstances  latee. Lke  whas
Bergoglio. during the dotmonship,
wokintheee seminarkans belonging
te Bohop Enegue Angelell

Az Tond i, F1 Musarse recalls, the
we ot 1o know sach othir and
talk, and Bergogho “was aather
QUics and humbie”. The two poung
men then took difesent putha,
Todkyy, Fr Musante, 3 Sofeshan, morks
In Aegola where to leoks afver
hundreds of yourgsters o Liseta,
“rebbish dump” in Portuguese.
Bergoghis, imtwad, chose to falow
St ignatiis Loyola,

ANS

Mary Help Of Christians

Definitions:

Thetitke of Mary Holp of Chyistians
b Mwochied with the defenie
of Chisvan Eyrops (laon and
Groakl North Africa and the Mddie
Eait frem noo-Chnstien pocples
during the Midde Ages. In 1572
the Ottoman Empire intended 10
nvade Cheistisn Earope. Pope PlusV
cabed Chritian armbes from sl over
Ewope o defind the continent
and asked bebcwers 1o pray wo Mary
0 oeder 10 hedp the Christians, The
defear of the Mudim Turks was
stinbused %0 the intercesuon of
Mary under such Btle.

Cecgraphival Meghanal
wage:

Given the speciic
tefurence 10

Chestars,  and
oven ko the
famibar rederence
1o the bewder
Fanbatie’  in -
o European
bnguapes, many
Salesins "
coumtries  where
Croistianity is n &
minedty, or where .
there might be other
particudar dfficulties,
efer 40 Mary cur Help'
or semething simiar.
The Feast of Mary Help of

Christiars s colebeyted on May
24 The trachtion of this sdwacanion
goen back to 1571, when the
ik of Chititendos wis sined
by Mary Help of Cheistiare when

Oetsoman Turks besioged the capital
<ry of Wenna, But 3 groat wWotory
occutred thanks 10 Mary Hdp of
hristions on Seprember Ban, Feast
of Gur Ladys Brthcy, plans were
rarn for the butthe. On September
12, Foast of the Holy Name of Mary,
Vienny was feally freed theough
the irteicesdon of Mary Melp of
Christans. Al burope had joined
wath the Enperor crying cut "Mary,
Help”™ and praging the Holy rosary.

1809, Nap 's men entered

Don Boscos personsl devotion
e Mary Wanwended al tithes,
both the vadnional hscdcal 1les
nd ttkes tied o ko populyr
sheines. & was solicty founded on
the Churchs traditicnal Meology
IMether of Goa\Chitw, Mwolcda|
od  on  wadtnonal  pogulat
devotion as simply Dur Lady [the
Madonnal M devotion 10 Mary
uncer parbiculer tithey, Inchading

&

the  Vatican,  amested Pus

Wi and Brought Bm s chaing
0 Grenoble,  and  eventually
His o

Catholics Europe
peayed the Rowry The great batvle
of Lepanio ocourmed on Ocsober
Tth 1571, For this reascn this date
has ben chosen as the Sast of the
Holy Rosary. I 1573 Pope Plus V

lnted froe years. The Holy Father
wowwd to God that, if he wemw
ssioeed 10 the Roman Seu. he
would institue a special feast in
ronoe of Mary. Mty reverses
forc > to releyse the

the femt n 9
for  the decidve  wxtory of
Crristhamity cave Hlamism,

Near mhe end of the 17th century,
Empesce Leopold 1 of Austria took
refuge in the Shrine of Mary Welp of
Crrstira ot Pawws, whan 302000

2

From the FAN

Pups, and on May 24th 1814, Pus
Wi svtumed in triumph e Rome.
Twehe months Lner. the Pope
dacsend that the daast of Mary Help
of Christians, be kept on the 24th of
May,

and Fadp
Of OWISTins. Jppers 36 an aspadt
of his perception of Nary's basc
presence in the church.
Howwsr hs  dewction o
and uie of the % ‘Hup
of Oristans” came Lt
ey 1560, Nether in his
Wistory of the Cherch
(1t od, 1845 nor n
#is History of iy 1151
of. 195606 5 thare
any mention of the
Welp of Chissans
e inunption on
e feene  Inide
the great church he
W In his dream n
1544 read Hic domis
mea  Inde  glors
med,  net “Ausiium
Chinancaun™ Nov is the
we n the exly edtions
of the Companon of Youth
(15t wd 18470 It would seem
that B wis T appdriticn and
Mirsoubous events of Spoketo 1862
that peecipitated his innerest and
uwe of the term. Archbeshop Amakd
of Speleto offcialy bestowsd the
tithe Auibormn Chvssiasovem cn the
dppadition. Don B0t aaration
of his dream of the Two Columes.
My 30 18621 seems  chearly
connected with the svwnt - one
of this, along  the columns bears
the nscrigtion Help of Chrstians
Wath Spoleto, was tiad 10 poltical
reeclitonary  and  antidercal
woarrts in Haby In 1688 Oon Bowo
indicaled that Bre Wi “a wry
spechd rexon why the Chuch n
recent times wished 1o imacke Mory
w0 Mekp of Cretsins”
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Rooted in Good Soil!!

W e wmal dwafy oo the
shouden of two glants” thew
wosds were sad by our der Mothey

Genesyl S, Yorne > the
W mermasonal VEES Comvention
in Teevi- Rdy The two Glants aw
rone other Bhan SL St Eoico and
StNary Mazzwetho. Before the 1em
Wolunieering came, John Bosco and
Mares Mazrand o were doing it Think
of thw Typhoud cutbowk in Momaew
e g heiet of Marka who wertt
W 25551 hose wWho were suffering.
Think of Don B000 sven 353 young
gy gMng ki sme to sexch the
cther Boy o the vilege 1o pry and
phiry wall In B Time 35 a gt The
Boys n Te ooy were bunched
9 wodumieerkem during She chokry
eptdemic b Turn, Shisided by the
Bleuing of Mary Helo of Cuitians
T boys Couigeoudy and dalihy
xoed the sch. Among the At
colsbosators of Dom Bosco were
many wokarmsers from sl wakks of ife,

Teday the samw Sprit of
Glmrcs ity b aliwe. Yedr 201 2wk 50
sgnitcant 1o the VIDES Yolunteers
In the workd, It was the sives ubdee
of the anmockeon at the wardd
lirvel Fobuming S Johe Bosco and
SL Mary Mazzardbes chardsm in
1967, Momher Genera, a1 that time
Mother Marinells Cystagno, and the.
General Counct together with the
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VIDES Growth in the World

dynarmic and entrepreneurad ivon
of Se. Maria Grasa Capulo, swmw
VIDES Bom a5 3 naurdl espression
of the FIMA charsm

Since then, VIOLS has espanded
Ity horgnes aed a1 the mome—s if Iy

Mather Ganmtal chearly confesund
that she was happly swipriied
each time she hexd the stones
of many Voluresers and the
grest eoperences they had In
Voluntwering.  Thewe aw ot

pevsent &1 Leuntsh
ad 53 Vides groups WOES Kenrpa is
one of the WDES groups b Africa,
WIBAS 13 I Kerrpa, Congo DRC and
naw newly bom Congo Brazzavile,

The cobvaticn of 25 years
ConGded with Hhe 107 |

dnary poophe, thiry s our
YOURG poople Wi Ddcane port of
VIDES and chose to go whether to 3
place only neat door or dar amay 0
serve thanr Sellow young Sh wes &
great futurw in WOES 35 2 sure way
of mew hon. WOES & 2

VIDES Congress. The main theme
wis Becall Bejolon, Becew. It was
i trrw to secal the joumrery mack in
e Pl IS yuins, 30 MHOIE Tor what
WVIDES has done n The world and 10
renew the commitment $o¢ the nest
25 yearsand beyond | had the chance
of purscipating in the gt evert
toguthir with Bomand the VIDES
Kerm@ Oraiman. It wans an esdting
» well a5 rich expenience 35 WDES
Irneemationsl gatheeed sogether fom
ol S merrtoned counte.

Thea presence of our Rector Majere
Don Fascwdd Ohawez and Mother
Generadl 5t Yvorne  Reungost,
brought weemth and 3 clear
Indhzation that VIDES b awekomed
Asseciation n the Sakedan Fasily
ad there is no fex 30 venture
Fesd with grest hopes. VIDES
hopes must grow daly

spacky gi*t 1o the FVMA instioute. She
kgt o0 repeating thews sentiments
the whole time she was with un

The Recter Majer Dea Pascual
Chavez gave strength 10 what VIDES
has done siace the begnning and
highdghting b proposed streroa
for 2015, wed that WDES hone great
chanmd s propoiing 2 Gosped of
Iy 10 1he young. The volunews
e dong It Fready and ought %
conmnue with renewed enegy.

Ny wanh iy 80 vee VIDES reaching
el the other countees of Afica
and the word at lwge snce it came
» the right time Long fve VIDES!

Sr. Lovrwnzis FMA
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Tallest ever statue of john Paul Il
unveiled in Poland

Vaticn Cry.

The world's talest statue of Pope John Faul | was
ated tockyy In Crestochowa, woustern Poland
The city of Carstochaws Is & popuier dessnation for
Cathalic pilgrims who o there 10 pray Dulore the

]

Dk MaJonmd panting.

"The statue weighe 10 tors and is 1 3.3 metres tall It's

bigger than the cne s Chine w

Lenzek Lywon, the men who funded the propect and
troms a fun park 0n the outidnts of Conitochowas.

During T NUGUTOn Ceremony, T STaTLe was
blessed bry the Architishop of Caestachowa, Noraignos
Waclaw Depo Paracasicatly, the talest stanve of Johin
Pared 11 ban been erected in a park which i sho home
10 somw sacned architoctuse sinialunes, nchating 4

1 minewre of the Lourdes and Fatima shines

hich is 12 metres tall”

UCAN, india

Vatican holds Major Conference

on faith in Asia

ASDS raped gromth and nCreasing inequality 15 sesuting in 2 weakening of spienual e and gosng a chalenge
which Ada’s many Bitre coudd and should face together, Condingl Fermando Floni syid at the end of 2 major

Vatican conference this week

Itis ¥med 3 deweloping polckes and strvegies o0 the Common good.

compasson”

Held st the Portifical Urbasians Unnveruty which
Lrams poiests from mason sy, e confennce on
he Askan Chusch and s futuse ended on Wodnesday
with 3 caF for 2l refigiors o face these challenges
together with 3 common sense of Juthermicity” and
“purpone”

Cardirud Flond sabd that whike economic gromth
had “increased the matenial means Jeadable” w
Asbams, this progress has not been followed with an
eaual distribution of goods

“nhuman and scandalous forms of paverty and
woeclunion (311 doost]” b said.

AMuence has 350 meant problens for spirituity
Induding mmoralty, lack of attention o human ie
and suckdes, added the cadngl

In a strong statemnent on imterfath colaboration,
Candimad Floni sad that diskogaw betwosn cilferent
G ons in Acia had 3 "sodial and poktical coloe snce
promating 2 cultuse of empathy and

The confermcn was simed at drswing up & blueprict for Catholic minionary sction in Asis snd inchaded
rvpreisnbatav of falthn inchading Hinduse, Kam and Buddham as well in experts from 2aly, the Vitcan and
10 diforent countries in the Asian regicn.

UCAN
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We are a refigous congregabon of priest, drothens, sisters and lay peapie
fotlowing Chaist in De spiil of Don Bosoo Iving 0 prindng communibes and
reaching cuf % the youl in 42 counbies of Altics nd 132 counbies workdwide.
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“Wecation and formaticn. gt and
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Beary and the demands of e
Sakedan vocation and formation,
and & the same wme ¢
curere gtustion of voo
Incongstency The lesier i+ In two
Banks parts,

Consistency and vocational
fidelivy

The Recser Maor  highlights
T need 10 help young confiones
Ahew WO COMGEIONCY,
and help those who bave dready
made 3 definithee Chakce 10 Ive
her vocation fathiuly VWeabness
of vocation s porticularty eviders
In the statisics wiich the Racior
Major wants to makoe knawn tn the
arfire Congrageean o pecple £an
e swere of the problerma and then
badp by wking on naponsbiity

Is & need For sutheracity, sense of
freedom, hivery, constant sevdong
for  wepirncal,  appreciton
of slaticnshigs  and  afoctvity,
GCulies i Mencundng things
and remaining fatul - Jl Dese
in 2 postmodern and muticdual
comest.  These anavopological
apects while  chflenging  are
esentiyl for 3 conwcnted Ife
that cdedres 10 Be Adly human and
resefore crechbie

Vocation formation

Yoctien & the foundaticn ko
P jouney of feemation and
fanmanion & there 10 senve the ful
devwelopment of wocaton They are
both gift and task.

Each ndiidusss Meis 2 vocaton;
theseloes e s 2 response 1o Gods
call Vocation B not principaly a
human project but Gods plan for
esch coe & w8 plan %0 recognie,
wccept and The chwcovery of
onen vocalicn is at the cagns of

Thare are two v
Aspects noted, basc causes of a
lack of conssiency and Ndeity.

3 wiong kea of wocation This
Is sometimes idemfed with
personyl project mothated by e
read for sebredibation  Ofven
there are weak of  auMiclens
mothations for Deginning  the
joursery 5 Salesian comecrated e,
and soemetimen a lack of comelous
woarenens,  # mothaticns  ae
greeed, fragiity o isfidelty e
o lihy 10 reiuk

The cuture we bve 0 presents
cpportunities but ako risks, An
arerropological understanding
I5 2 pesource, but ako 3 halkenge
for the vocationad jourmey. There

i

reabsng out ] s it tadoss.
a Hetim 10 b 2 voation, X 6 a
ol 50 3 MESHo0 enTIusLed L u by
God, there & 10 wation wihowt
mison. Ths is why misgdon, with
wocason, gves fonm and content 10
formation

Formation b5 3 constant process
of idemfication with the wocason
recetoed. This n wiry the letter
prewety the identity of the Semian
comuceated  wocaton  end it
fotmation apgroaches Lo emure e
process of dentifcation Acsuinng
identiy is 1he am of lormation.
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The Future of the
Congregation Depends
on the Quality of
Formation: The Rector
Major’'s New Letter

corformed 1o Chrie the Good
Shepherd; othens I & unge
mason  koemeon e s the
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w the Adcl muwe of the
Gospely sharing of e and missgon
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EDITOR

Pope Francis, a Great Communicator

The first words of Pope Francis“Buona Sera’revealed the great communicator in him. On the evening of
March 13th on that rainy evening in Rome, the simplicity and straightforwardness of the Cardinal from
argentina, jorge Mario Bergoglio captured the heart of millions, Catholics and non-Catholics around the
world. With the few words that followed he created a relationship with everyone across the world. In his
simple and unassuming words and gestures he made a connection with everyone. Ever since his election,
his every move, gesture, look and his going out of the protocol to say hello to the eagerly waiting crowd
created a relationship as never seen before. his very body language communicates hundreds of unspoken
messages to his audience. his style is relational. That “good evening” from the balcony of St. Peters
Basilica seems to come to the mind of everyone, every time he makes a public appearance.

Communication creates relationship. While communicating, one passes on information which creates
relationship with the other, in other words “who I am for you and who you are for me”. When we
communicate we send messages of relationship and the way we communicate defines the quality of the
relationship we are intending to create. Communication is the backbone of all we do in our ministry.

Pope Francis spoke of poverty, peace, mercy justice etc. but an important aspect to consider is his
communication style. So far many people have written or spoken about Pope Francis’s ‘going outside the
box’ to reveal his warm personality through which he demonstrated his closeness to the people.

Pope Francis’s greetings, “good evening” on 13th March, “good morning” and “have a good Sunday; eat
well” of 17th March at the angelus, though simple, are quite complex that go beyond just few words of
introduction. They were not the official liturgical greetings but warm, simple and fraternal
greetings.These greetings sounded like greetings among equals. One of his remarks, “that book did me
good but don’t think I’'m just advertising one of my cardinal’s books!” was a personal sharing coupled
with fun.

In his address to the journalists he demonstrated his sensitivity to all irrespective of one’s religion or
background. he said, “Given that many of you do not belong to the Catholic Church, and others are non-
believers, | shall impart this blessings from the heart, in silence, on each on you, respecting each one’s
conscience, but knowing that each one of you is a son or daughter of God. May God bless you”. Everyone
even those who were not believers felt respected, no one was excluded.

after a Sunday Mass at the St. ann’s Parish in the Vatican he went out of his way to greet the faithful like
a parish priest. This demonstrated his pastoral heart more effectively than any other official Church
blessing. Pope Francis is a great communicator



Sebastian Koladiyil
2ND QUARTER2ND QUARTER
From the Rector Major From the Rector Major DON BOSCO RELATES

IT’S ABOUT THE BAD GUYS TREMBLING BEFORE THE GOOD AND NOT THE GOOD
TREMBLING BEFORE THE BAD

I was a lively and attentive boy who, with mum’s permission went to the various festivals where there
were acrobats and magicians. | always put myself in the front row, eyes fixed on their movements with
which they tried to distract the audience. Little by little I could see their tricks; returning home, | repeated
them for hours. But often the moves did not produce the desired effect. It wasn’t easy to walk on that
blesséd rope between two trees. how many tumbles, how many peeled knees! and how many times | was
wanted to throw everything into the air ... Then | started again, sweaty, tired, sometimes even
disappointed. Then, a little by little, | was able to get it together; I could feel the soles of my bare feet
clinging to the rope; becoming one with my footsteps and | then did as | wanted, glad to repeat and to
invent other movements. That’s why, when I spoke to the boys, | said to them:

DON BOSCO EDUCATOR

“Let’s hold on to easy things, but let’s do it with perseverance.” There you have it: my down-to-earth
pedagogy, the result of so many victories and as many defeats, with the stubbornness that was one of my
most marked characteristics.

That’s how my style came into being, to educate without using big words, without any great ideological
schemes, without references to many famous authors. That was how my pedagogy was born: | learned on
the meadows of Becchi, later on the streets of Chieri, later still in prisons, in the streets, in the alleys of
Valdocco. a pedagogy built in a courtyard.

| dared to prove it a few years later when | went to Chieri to continue my studies and was accepted by the
teacher, in front of the whole class, with a not very exciting sentence: “This is a guy or a large mole or a
great talent”. It made me feel awkward in the extreme; | remember coping with these words: “That’s
something beyond the pale, Sir: I am a poor young man who wants to do his duty and progress in
studies”.

Then there was that blessed dream when | was 9-10 years old

(the dream which was repeated many more times!) that | would get hammered, and the desire to become a
priest for the boys became stronger ... and then | did something that didn’t make a genius of me, but in
fact, achieved a beautiful victory in my character, a real breakthrough; i.e., stretch out your hand to ask
for help, something just to realise my dream. | would admit a little later to a Salesian: “you don’t know
how much this begging cost me”. With my proud temperament, it was certainly not easy to be humble
enough to ask. My courage was empowered by a high level of trust in Providence; and also what | had
learned from my mother. at her school | had learned one rule that led me everywhere: “When I encounter
a problem, treat it as if | found the road ahead blocked by a big boulder; if I can’t remove it, I just turn
around.”

and | assure you: | found many large boulders on my path. I shall briefly mention some of them:
1860, for example, was a typically difficult year. Fr Cafasso, my friend, confessor and spiritual director

Don Bosco EasDon Bosco EasDon Bosco Eastttererern Afrn Afrn Africa, Maica, Maica, May 20y 20y
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had died,: how much I missed his presence, his advice and his help with finances.

Then, from the Government side, | encountered serious difficulties, authentic “boulders”: targeted
searches which were disastrous to Valdocco, as if | were a criminal! My boys were living in fear, while
armed guards entered every where. The searches continued, creating a climate of fear and uncertainty. |
wrote to the Minister of the Interior, Louis Farini, for an interview. | had the guts to tell him with humble
determination: “For my kids I demand justice and restoration of honour so that they don’t lack the bread
of life”. I know that he took a great risk because these men were an anticlerical Government, but I didn’t
lack the necessary courage. and so gradually the searches stopped.

I never gave up! | said to the boys: “The courage of the bad guys is not what makes others afraid. Be
brave and you’ll see them fold their wings”. a French benefactor from Lyon had sent me a holy picture
with a phrase | have never forgotten because it served as a guide: “Be with God like the sparrow that feels
the branch shake but still continues to sing, knowing that it has wings”. It

wasn’t just a poetic expression, but an act of courageous confidence in the Providence of the Lord,
because he alone ““is the master of our hearts”.

When they were about to leave for their holidays, | used to say this to my kids: “Be men and not
branches! Lift your head high, walk straight in the service of God, within the family and outside, in the
Church and in the square. What is human respect? A papermaché monster that does not bite. What are the
impertinent words of these bad guys? Soap-bubbles that disappear in an instant. We cannot cure
adversaries and their taunts.

Remember that knowledge without conscience is nothing but the ruin of the soul.”

I never got tired of instilling into their little heads: “Give glory to God with your conduct, consolation to
your relatives and your superiors. Otherwise a young, undisciplined ‘lazybones’, will be a disgraceful
youth, a burden to his parents, a weight to his superiors, and a weight for himself”.

The future would arise from Valdocco,“good citizens and honest Christians” of which the world has
much need.

THE GUYS LACK MORE IN LIVELINESS THAN IN WICKEDNESS

DON BOSCO RELATES

Thanks to my mother’s maternal presence in the Pinardi house (where the Salesian work began) there was
this straightforward style of human relationships, made up of warm patience, understanding and
correction, in perfect family style. With so many at home, the discipline was necessary because all were
not involved in creating

‘Bedlam’. Discipline reduced it to a minimum, but “short deals make long friends” as she, in her innate
folk-wisdom, summed up her outcomes.

Many years passed and with a rich experience of good results, I could say that “With guys, the
punishment fits the crime.”I wanted to make it clear that a punishment must serve to improve things and
not make them worse. a brief reduction of affection, a sad look, a more reserved and serious attitude,
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a little word in the ear said with gentleness and patience, were ways | was using to correct and prevent
possibly incorrect behaviours.

Of the boys accepted, not everyone was like Dominic Savio. It happened one day that a poor assistant,
probably not well accepted by the older ones, lost patience and went on to yell some deafening shouts in
an attempt to impose himself. he had created a climate of resistance that could lead from one moment to
the next into a dangerous form of uncontrolled insubordination. Everyone expected that | would say
something; I did, after the evening prayers, at the “good-night”.

With a very serious face taken to depict our education style, I showed them the disappointment to know
that one of them had been treated so harshly and that on his part he had shown a grave lack of respect and
obedience to whoever was in charge of maintaining discipline. To put the record straight, | finished: “On
the one hand they are never abused, on the other no more violence”. I was given the classic shot, ‘to run
with the hare and hunt with the hounds’. Then I paused, my face began to smile and | resumed my talk: “I
wish that the love you bear to all accomplishes even the impossible ... I am sorry for the beating you took,
but I cannot just take them off.” I was able to break the ice; everyone laughed, | waited for silence and
again wished everyone a good night.

The experience taught me that it is much easier to get irritated, to threaten than to try to persuade with
good manners. It was like an exercise-spring that causes exhaustion sometimes, but I knew that certain
difficult, rebellious and grumpy temperaments | could win over only with love, patience and meekness. In
practice, it left only getting down to goodness, speaking from the heart, which corrects with love and
gentleness.

The guys in general, typically make mistakes more from thoughtlessness than out of malice. and some
educators, driven by excessive haste and impatience, commit mistakes more serious than the deficiencies
of these same guys. Not infrequently I realized that some who never pardoned others were very sensitive
and quick to excuse themselves.

and when one uses two weights and two measures in arbitrary form, educators end up committing
mistakes and blunders. I often remind my Salesians that boys are “small psychologists” when judging
their educators, teachers and

and expect others to say ‘yes’ to their games and their dreams.

By that time | had adopted a foolproof method to educate to the good: remain always among the boys. |
wanted my Salesians as “playground educators”. Open to dialogue, creative, vigilant but not suspicious,
there but not stuffy, but pleasant and bright, true friends.

It was what | defined as help: a qualified presence, never neutral, always proactive; a help that was
pleasant, an active and qualified presence. a way of being-withthe-young, alongside them. “Being in the
yard”, to share hopes and dreams with kids, to build together

assistants and the shape, tone and the carelessness with which they take advantage of their authority. |
always wish my dear Salesians would know to wait for the right time to make the necessary correction;
never driven by anger or revenge. and that they would never forget that kids, the young people need to be
taken one by one, day by day, to direct them to the Lord because only he knows how to design his divine
face in them. and that they would always carry with them, my dear Salesians, a medicine which is
essential and foolproof (though not found in any pharmacy): before you say ‘yes’ to the Lord, the young
people want

a better and worthy future, without barriers of mistrust. The courtyard, as a “sacred” place of friendship
and encounter where friendly confidence is born, where the teacher climbs down from the chair, no
longer has in hand the class’s diary, where he does not apply just to the qualifications achieved as to what
he is, for values which he expresses, for the ideals that animate him.



The young man, even the most rebellious, lets himself be influenced only by kindness and patience. For
this, 1 suggested to my Salesians: “More than just the head of a superior you should have the heart of a
father “.
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7
I Always Needed Everything
DON BOSCO RELATES

I was born poor, and yet in my hands have been incredible sums, which I never attached to the heart. For
me being poor meant being free, the true freedom that the Lord had taught us by example and words.
Free, not fettered! Poor as | was, | knew and frequented many ‘well off’. I had an obsession that was not
always understood, indeed, I raised a hornet’s nest of criticism tedious and suffocating. | said and |
repeated often: “Charity is not done by the rich, but we do it for them, thus offering the opportunity to do
a little good”. Clearer than this ... I was convinced that“ there is no one who dares to tell gentlemen the
truth “. I remember writing a letter which, despite its brevity, managed to disturb a wealthy banker often
in his sleep:“you must absolutely save your soul, but you must give to the poor all your superfluities: I
pray God to grant you this extraordinary grace”.

I have written thousands of letters; the majority of them to solicit grants from the public bodies and from
the benefactors. In all, though, there is always a “Thank you”, a word of sincere gratitude. I had learned it
from my mum! | said: “It is not possible for those who have gratitude not to have even the other virtues.”

I lived, asking and thanking.

although I did not know and, therefore, | never used the word “marketing”, I was using this technique — in
my own way —, and how! here’s how I expressed myself: “We are at a time when you have to work. The
world has become materialistic, so you have to work and make known the good that you do . The
donations which I received, modest or generous, were not gathering dust in a safe; the benefactors were
pleased to see where their donations were

helping. and they were also ... encouraged to continue!

To thank was always considered a strict duty of justice. So I lived and so | taught in my petty pedagogy
every day. To the guys | used to repeat: “We always feel sorry for the ungrateful, because they’re
unhappy.” Ingratitude was for me one of the worst forms of blindness because it didn’t let us see the
benefits, the gestures of love, the signs of the fatherly goodness of God. and here the catechesis ‘floated
in” by which Mamma Margaret helped us to understand how God manifests himself in life’s

events, happy or not: and she was always found enough reasons to give thanks from the heart.
appreciation is the heart’s memory, because only the heart has the ability to remember. Whoever thanks
carries in their heart the love of God and rejoices at this. We are what we remember! My boys breathed
this atmosphere. It was certainly a moment of profound emotion which | felt that night, on the eve of my
name-day, when | heard a knock at the door of my office, a bare room. When | opened it, | found Felice
Reviglio and Carlo Gastini who came to offer me greetings; then, they offered me two small silver hearts
as a token of gratitude. | remained speechless for such an eloguent gift that | had received; that gesture
made me understand that the right road had been chosen, because these guys

had figured out that blessed and wonderful family spirit which they supported so much. and there | was,
not even knowing for how long, staring at those two small hearts, while my eyes filled with tears!



The years spent in Chieri, first as a student and then as a seminarian (10 wonderful years!), had also been
years of many sacrifices and, sometimes, even in hunger. The bowl of soup that Mr. Pianta gave me for
the various works in his bar wasn’t enough for the stomach of a robust eighteen-year old. joseph
Blanchard helped me as he could. his mother was selling fruit in the market; | often took away some
apples, chestnuts and other fruits. Certain favours, which benefit an empty stomach, are not easily
forgotten. and so, many years later, | was in Chieri, about noon. | was chatting with some priests who
were my companions in the seminary, when, just over the wall | saw someone pass who | could never
really forget, my friend Blanchard.l introduced him to my fellow priests as a distinguished benefactor.
and | told the story of the fruit of many years earlier. Then | invited him to come with me to visit at
Valdocco. This fact occurred in 1876. Ten years later, my friend finally managed to keep his word. |
wasn’t well. There were lots of difficulties in the porter’s lodge, as many in the waiting room. “Tell him,
at the very least, that Blanchard came to find him”. I recognised his voice and invited him in. We chatted
for a long time. When it was lunch time | apologized for not being able to get up, but told the secretary:
“Will you make a place for this friend of mine in the Superiors refectory, in my place”. and so an elderly
gentleman, quite clumsily, that day sat among those who guided the young Salesian Congregation. It was
the least | could do for him, after 50 years, my thanks ...

2ND QUARTER82ND QUARTER
Francesco di Roma

From the moment he appeared at the central balcony of St. Peter’s, Pope Francis signaled that he intended
to do things differently from his predecessor. In his humility and informal address to the faithful, he has
indicated the shape of things to come at the Vatican.

Pentecost came early this year for the Roman Catholic Church. On a usually chilly and rainy March
Vatican Il Catholics who have felt increasingly ignored and alienated for a long time.

The new pope has also beguiled many non — Catholics, as well as mass the media that is often cynical
about religion and its representatives. after the weariness that has enveloped the entire church over the
past few years, the 76 year old — *“ Francis of Rome”

occasion by his predecessors, he was dressed only in the white papal cassock with a pewter pectoral cross
around his neck. he did not gesticulate with outstretched hands as almost all previous popes had done.
Instead he asked the tens of thousands of people gathered in the square below to “pray over” him silently
before he gave his first Urbi et Orbi blessing to the city and

evening during Lent, Catholics around the world were stunned by the historic announcement that a jesuit
from argentina — jorge Mario Bergoglio — had just been elected Pope. The former archbishop of Buenos
aires chose to call himself “Francesco”, taking the name of the radical and universally popular mystic-
saint from assisi. amazing as it sounds, he was the first pope ever to do so.

In the week since his election, Pope Francis has demonstrated simplicity of style — in both words and
gestures — that stands in refreshing contrast to the cultivated elegance that characterized the pontificate of
Benedict XV1. although highly cultured, his common man’s touch has stirred up the hopes of many
believers, especially those so called

has appeared on the scene in a similar way to that of the elderly john XXIII more than half a century ago.
People are saying that Papa Francesco, like Papa Giovanni, has thrown open the windows of the church to
let in some fresh air.

“During these days we have felt the wind of Pentecost shake our souls!” exclaimed Cardinal angelo
Comastri, Vicar of Vatican City, during a Mass last Sunday with the new Pope. “We are rediscovering the
simplicity and the fervor of the early beginnings of our faith,” he said.



That was immediately evident when Pope Francis stepped on the balcony of St Peter’s Basillica on the
evening of his election. Shunning the red shoes and mozzetta (shoulder cape) worn for the

the world. Many wept. Then with a break with custom, he recited the special blessing rather than sang it.

“The diocesan community of Rome has its bishop,” he announced in his unscripted first comments. Never
once( then or since) did he refer himself as Pope or Pontiff. “and now let us begin this journey: Bishop
and people — this journey of the Church of Rome, which presides in charity over all the churches”, he
said. he appeared to stress further that point last Sunday at his first angelus. although he knows several
languages, he spoke at the noon time gathering only in Italian. It was yet another break with previous
custom.

Given this emphasis on being bishop of Rome, and judging by
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the handful of addresses and few ceremonies he’s had, one might deduce that the new Pope is taking steps
to purify the papacy of its monarchial trappings and court-like ambience. During the transfers from the
Vatican to the Domus Sanctae Marthae residence immediately after his election, for example he refused
to take the papal limousine. Instead he rode in the coach with other cardinals. When he made an outing to
Santa Maria Maggiore a couple of days later, he again declined to ride in “his” luxury Mercedes and
climbed into a VVolkswagen Passat driven by Vatican gendarmes.

Of course, this is all symbolic. Only as his pontificate unfolds will we see how much substantial reform
he will undertake. an encouraging sign came last week when he temporarily reconfirmed all the heads of
major Vatican offices, saying he wanted to take more time for “reflection, prayer and dialogue” before
making any permanent appointments. The eventual appointment of a new Secretary of State will be the
first indication of the direction in which he hopes to move the Church.

Regarding the liturgy, it looks like the days of Latin and Lace and the obsession with ceremonial
accoutrements from the Tridentine period have come to an abrupt halt. Pope Francis is obviously more
comfortable with the “noble simplicity” of the post-Vatican Il liturgy. at mass with cardinal electors the
day after his election,

10he had the free — standing altar returned to the Sistine Chapel and celebrated “facing the people” rather
than ad orientem at the high altar.

he also politely put aside the homily in Latin that the Secretariat of State had prepared for him (which is
an old tradition) and spoke extemporaneously in Italian

— from the Lectern instead of from the presider’s chair. In fact he has never spoken “from the throne”
during a liturgy. and his vestments have been tasteful and contemporary. Even at the huge Mass to
inaugurate the ponitificate he used a simple winter white mitre and chasuble that he wore regularly in
Buenos aires.

“ah ,how I would like a church that is poor and that is for the poor”, Pope Francis confessed in an
audience last Saturday to journalists and media professionals. That evidently means a church that is
humble and respectful of the beliefs of others, too. “Since many of you do not belong to the Catholic
Church and others are nonbelievers”, the new Pope said at the end of the audience, | offer this heartfelt
blessing in silence, to

each one of you, respecting the conscience of each person, but knowing that each one of you is a child of
God.” although a few catholic journalists seemed confused (and even upset) that he did not make the
traditional sign of the cross over the gathering, the non-Catholics were moved by what they perceived was
his sensitivity towards them.



Emphasizing the inexhaustible mercy of God has emerged as an early theme in his pontificate. his
Episcopal motto, which he has kept as Pope, also emphasizes God’s mercy - miserando atque eligendo —
“by showing mercy and by choosing”.

The new Pope is also a determined man and, though he obviously enjoys the company of others, he is
something of a loner as well. he doesn’t even have a private secretary. and though his love and concern
for the poor is evident, and his simple lifestyle is eloquent, he has also been seen as a conservative on
many ecclesial issues. Of course Good Pope john Paul was too. and so the world must be patient with
Francis of Rome. It would be unwise and unfair for people to place all their hopes and aspirations for
church renewal and reform on the shoulders of one poor man. as he said last week, “Christ is the centre,
not the Successor of Peter”.

Robert Mickens Tablet
2ND QUARTER

Feature Rector Major’s Letter to Pope Francis

On 19th March, at the Mass for the beginning of Pope Francis’ Petrine Ministry, the Rector Major had a
letter delivered to the Pontiff. herewith is the complete text.

your holiness, | am writing to you on behalf of the Salesian Congregation and the entire Salesian Family
to express sentiments of tribute and our best wishes at your election as Bishop of Rome and Supreme
Pontiff. | am

writing on this day of the solemn inauguration of your Pontificate; may it be an enduring one, replete with
all God’s blessings. We knew that we had a great Pastor in Benedict XV1, and we are now grateful to the
Lord for having given us another great Pastor in his Successor, in you, your holiness and beloved Pope
Francis.

as Christians and Salesian Religious, it is our desire now

to express our joy at your appointment. We renew our loyalty and assure you of the filial respect for you
that we have inherited from Don Bosco. he often expressed this in words full of affection and faith when
speaking of Peter’s Successor.

“Whoever is united with the Pope is united with Christ!” (MB VIIL,567) “We will be absolutely respectful
of the apostolic See in everything, anywhere, any time, wherever the Lord may call us” (MB XV,249).
“For me the Pope’s wish is a command” (MB V,874) “his word must be our rule in everything and for
everything” (MB V1,494)

Thus spoke our Founder Don Bosco and this is how we feel in our hearts today.

I would like to tell you, your holiness, that immediately after your election was announced |
spontaneously and joyfully recalled the beautiful and unforgettable experience of Church at aparecida, in
May 2007, where | had the grace of knowing you and greeting you personally. Together we took part in
the work there, the celebrations and meetings at the 5th General
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Conference of the Latin american and Caribbean Bishops; we met again at the meeting of argentine
Bishops, which you presided at, so we could establish the place and arrangements for the Beatification of
the then Venerable Ceferino Namuncura. | will never forget your words, full of esteem for the work of
our Salesian confreres in Patagonia, and your intervention so that Chimpay could be the place for the
celebration.

I am well aware of your closeness and affection for the Salesians, especially at the almagro community
where Fr Enrique Pozzoli, who was your spiritual director, lived; and for Fr Lorenzo Massa, founder of
the San Lorenzo Football Team. | was very much appreciative of your testimony on behalf of our
Coadjutor Brother, Blessed artemides Zatti, when you were the jesuit Provincial, and for your fatherly
concern, as archbishop of Buenos aires, for our confreres. | have always experienced much joy at your
wellknown devotion to Mary help of Christians which so many of our confreres recall.

From the moment of your election and when you presented yourself, we have been fascinated by the
name you took as Pontiff, a name that picks up many of your own characteristics and which proclaims a
programme of renewal in the Church, returning it to its true identity and to the Gospel through simplicity,
austerity, and keeping its gaze fixed on the Lord jesus.

your holiness, we welcome and make our own your wish to have “the courage, yes the courage to walk in
the Lord’s presence, with his Cross; to build the Church on the blood of the Lord poured out on the Cross
and to confess his glory: Christ Crucified. and so the Church will move on ahead.”

In fidelity to the Church and our Founder Don Bosco, we accept this invitation of yours, your holiness,
and we promise that we will always keep it present in our personal

lives, our pastoral choices and our apostolic programmes.

We assure you of our prayers. May the holy Spirit assist you in the delicate task Providence has entrusted
to you and may the Virgin Mary always be your help in your ministry.

along with this letter we are sending you, as a sign of our closeness, a statue of Mary help of Christians. It
would be a great gift for us if we could present it to you one 24th of May, in Turin in the

Basilica of Mary help of Christians, which Don Bosco built with so much love. Perhaps in 2015, when we
celebrate the second centenary of his birth.

In a spirit of filial obedience, today and always we assure you of our devotion and affection.

Fr Pascual Chavez Villanueva Rector Major of the Salesians of Don Bosco ANS

122ND QUARTER

Unusual Facts About Pope Francis

The fact that Pope Francis has only one lung is just one of 10 unusual facts about Pope Francis. Besides
being a pope with one lung, Pope Francis has washed and kissed the feet of aids patients in a hospice, has
been trained as a chemist, and has criticized priests who refuse to baptize babies born to single mothers,
reported The Guardian on March 13, 2013.

For many Catholics and non-Catholics who are wondering whether a pope with one lung will have the
strength and stamina to deal with controversial topics like sex scandals, Pope Francis’ life as a child, teen,

young man, and former Cardinal jorge Bergoglio will speak for itself.

1. Born as the son of an Italian railway worker Pope Francis was born as jorge Mario Bergoglio on Dec.
17, 1936, in Buenos aires, argentina’s capital city, to Italian immigrants Mario josé Bergoglio, a railway



worker, and his wife, Regina Maria Sivori, a housewife. Growing up among five siblings with hard-
working parents gave Pope Francis the values

love, charity, humility, frugality, the ability to connect with people, compassion, and being down to earth,
Pope: One lung and 9 more less-known, unusual facts about Pope Francis

2. Losing one lung When Pope Francis was a teenager, he had a lung removed as a result of a respiratory
illness and lung infection. according to lung expert Dr. Zab Mosenifar from Cedars Sinai Medical Center
in Los angeles, “Without seeing and testing him, | would comfortably say he functions at 85 to 90 percent
capacity of someone his age that has both lungs and hasn’t taken such good care of himself.” Dr.
Mosenifar also mentioned that Pope Francis lost his lung most likely more than fifty years ago when lung
infections were treated via surgical removal instead of antibiotics.

3. A master’s degree in chemistry after studying chemistry at the University of Buenos aires, Pope
Francis received a master’s degree in chemistry. according to a Catholic

liberal arts in Santiago, Chile, and in 1960 earned a degree in philosophy from the Catholic University of
Buenos aires. Between 1964 and 1965 he was a teacher of literature and psychology at Inmaculada high
school in the province of Santa Fe, and in 1966 he taught the same courses at the prestigious Colegio del
Salvador in Buenos aires.”

4. The Road Less Traveled Pope Francis entered the Society of jesus on March 11, 1958, but was not
ordained priest until Dec. 13, 1969, because of his years of studies and pursuit of a variety of interests in
philosophy, literature, and teaching. he was already 32. Despite his late start, however, Pope Francis was
leading the local jesuit community within four years, holding the top post from 1973 to 1979. Pope
Francis’ life and focus as a jesuit and as a unique individual continued despite being promoted to higher
positions.

Even after Pope Francis was appointed auxiliary bishop of Buenos aires, he remained humble and spent
his time caring for the Catholic university, counseling

which define him today; family, herald report, Pope Francis “studied priests and preaching and hearing 13
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confessions; tasks that are not usually performed by “superiors.”

“On june 3, 1997, he was named coadjutor archbishop. he was installed as the new archbishop of Buenos
aires Feb. 28, 1998.”

5. Simple apartment, cooks his own meal, rides the bus Becoming the new archbishop of Buenos aires in
1998 did not change who Pope Francis was as an individual. he rode the bus, visited the poor, lived in a
simple apartment, and cooked his own meals.

Even in Rome, Pope Francis did not live in the archbishop palace but lived in an apartment where he
continued to cook his own meals. Besides his low-key lifestyle, Pope Francis was part of a larger social
entity by creating new parishes, restructuring administrative offices, and starting new pastoral programs
such as a commission for divorcees.

6. The defender of the family who “washed and kissed the feet of Aids patients” Pope Francis is the
author of books about spirituality and meditation and is the co-author of the book “Sobre el Cielo y la
Tierra” (On heaven and Earth) which is available on Kindle. While he is an outspoken person as a



defender of the family and is against abortion and same-sex marriages, he is also the same human being
who, in 2001, “washed and kissed the feet of aids patients in a hospice” according to the Guardian.

7. Condoms “can be permissible” Unlike many officials in the Catholic church, Pope Francis believes that
condoms “can be permissible” to prevent infection. also unlike many other church members, Pope Francis
has never lost his connection with ordinary people. On March 13, 2013, CBS New york wrote that, “he’s
lived those 76 turbulent years on little buses and bikes and convents, in

dusty lanes all across Latin america. ... Bergoglio often rode the bus to work and regularly visited the
slums that ring argentina’s capital. he considers social outreach, rather than doctrinal battles, to be the
essential business of the Church.”

8. Pope Francis practices what he preaches Talking about “social outreach” is easy, practicing “social
outreach,” however, is part of the essence of Pope Francis from childhood until now. according to The
Economist, Pope Francis told his fellow argentinians “not to waste their money on plane tickets to Rome
to see him created a cardinal by john Paul Il in 2001, urging them to give it instead to the poor.”

9. The heart makes a man, not his clothes When Pope Francis came out onto the balcony on Wednesday
as new Pope Francis, he came out in a white cassock instead of the traditional red cape and papal stoll.
“he even chose to wear his own, simple cross — devoid of diamond and jewels — as he stood on the
balcony taking in the incredible scene below.”

10. Expect the unexpected Even though Pope Francis was believed to have been the runnerup in the last
papal conclave in 2005 that elected Pope Benedict XVI, hardly anybody expected Pope Francis to
become the new pope in 2013. Not only becauseof Pope Francis’ age or because of his jesuit background
but also because of his “association with priests involved in liberation theology, a movement previously
frowned upon by the Vatican.”

Expecting the unexpected appears to be a major theme in Pope Francis’ life. Who would have expected
that a child from a railroad working family in argentina who did not become a priest until he was 32
would become the leader of the Catholic church at the age of 76?

Pope Francis faces many challenges as the leader of the Catholic church. however, if anybody can bring
upon much needed change, it is — unexpectedly

— a pope with one lung. 142ND QUARTER

The Salesian’s Filial Loyalty to Peter’s Successor

Don Bosco showed filial loyalty to the Pope. This profound attitude is still alive today in the religious,
consecrated and lay people who continue his charism and apostolic commitment to the Church and
society. It is an attitude that is now renewed with the election of Pope Francis.

In the first article of Chapter 6 of the Italian edition of the 1875 Constitutions, Don Bosco wrote: | soci
riconosceranno per loro arbitro e superiore assoluto il Sommo Pontefice, cui saranno in ogni cosa, in ogni
luogo e in ogni tempo umilmente e rispettosamente sottomessi or, “The members will recognise the
Supreme as their absolute judge superior. They will respectfully and humbly submit to him This is a filial
obedience, full of love and an obedience Don Bosco himself gave example of.

In the Salesian renewed in 1984, there are two articles which make reference to the successor of Peter:
articles 13 and 125. “The Salesian Family Charter” also picks up the same direction and is pervaded by
the filial loyalty to the Pope that characterised Don Bosco.



Awareness of being Church.
article 13 in the first part of the Constitutions describes a profile of the Salesian religious

— it describes, as a basic attitude, the ecclesial identity of Salesian spirit and pastoral charity expressed in
a renewed “ecclesial awareness”, of loyalty to the Pope, communion with the bishops and commitment to
building up the local Church. The article says that the Salesian loves the Church, works for its growth,
educates the young to love it. The reason for this love is based on the fact that the Church was willed and
loved by Christ.

Filial loyalty to the Successor of Peter is a Salesian characteristic. Don Bosco’s life and tradition attest to
that. “When the Pope expresses a wish in our regard, this is a command for us”, “I feel really indignant”,
he wrote on one occasion, “at the scant regard certain writers have for the Pope... we have to cluster
tightly around him...”, the “fundamental purpose of the Congregation, right from the beginning, was to
continuously support and defend the authority of the Supreme head of the Church in the less well-to-do
classes of society and especially

Pontiff and Constitutions explicit youth at risk”. These are but some of the lines that indicate Don
Bosco’s complete dedication to the Church and the Pope. Congregation. It describes Salesian attitudes of
filial loyalty to the Supreme Pontiff. availability for the good of the Universal Church of which the
Successor of Peter is the visible sign of unity. Docility to the pontifical magisterium that guides and
animates every activity of the Salesian educator and evangeliser; Commitment to helping the faithful,
especially the young, in accepting the Pope’s teaching. ANS For the Popes that he knew, Don Bosco was
an extremely attentive servant. The Salesian loves the Pope and does not hide his love for him. he knows
how to propose this love to the young and help them to be attentive to his teaching, in the certain
knowledge that he is giving them a sure reference point in their search for truth.

The Supreme Pontiff is the highest superior of the Salesian Society

article 125 in the fourth part of the Constitutions about the service of authority, recognises the Pope as the
highest superior of the
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Pope Francis’ Coat of Arms and Motto

On the 18th March 2013, the vigil of the Mass at which Pope Francis began his Petrine ministry, the
Vatican Press Office presented his Coat of arms and the motto he has chosen from St Bede “miserando
atque eligendo”.

The Shield

Pope Francis has decided to keep the essential elements of his earlier coat of arms, chosen at the time of
his episcopal consecration and essentially a simple one.



The blue shield is surmounted by the symbols of pontifical dignity, the same as the one used by his
predecessor, Benedict XVI (mitre and between keys in gold and silver, with a red cord). Standing out
above is the emblem of the Pope’s Order, the jesuits or Company of jesus: a flaming sun with letters in
red, IhS, monogram of Christ. The letter h includes a cross; this has three nails in black immediately
below it.

Below is a star and a grape-like plant (nardo). The star, according to ancient heraldic tradition, represents
the Virgin Mary, mother of Christ and the Church; the other plant, which flowers like a lily, represents St
joseph, patron of the Universal Church. In Spanish iconographic tradition, St joseph

carries what looks like a lily in his hands. By including these images on his shield, the Pope has
understood how best to display his devotion to Our Lady and to St joseph.

The Motto

The holy Father, Francis’ motto comes from a homily by the Venerable Bede, a priest (Om. 21; CCL 122,
149-151), commenting on the Gospel passage of St Matthew’s call, where he writes “Vidit ergo lesus
publicanum et quia miserando

atque eligendo vidit, ait illi Sequere me” (jesus saw a publican, looked upon him with love and feeling
and said to him: follow me).

The homily is a tribute to Divine Mercy and can be found in the Liturgy of the hours for St Matthew’s
feast day. It takes on a special role in the spiritual life of the Pope. It was on St Matthew’s Feast in 1953,
that the young jorge Mario Bergoglio experienced, when he was but 17, the special loving presence of
God in his life. Following confession, he felt his heart touched by God’s mercy, and that God was looking
at him lovingly, calling him to religious life, following the example of St Ignatius of Loyola.

When chosen as a Bishop, Bishop Bergoglio recalled this moment of the beginning of his special
consecration in the Church and decided to choose St Bede’s expression as his motto and programme for
life: “miserando atque eligendo” (he showed mercy on him and called him), which is now in the Papal
Coat of arms.

ANS
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Message from the Superior General of the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians to the

Holy Father

Expressing the joy of the entire Institute at the election of the new Bishop of Rome, Mother yvonne
Reungoat, Superior General of the Daughters of Mary help of Christians sent a message welcoming Pope
Francis.

Your Holiness
We come to you with great joy to express our warmest wishes for the mission you have been called to by

the will of the Cardinals who took part in the Conclave: Supreme Pontiff of the Catholic Church and
Bishop of Rome.



We are at the forefront in praying for the Pope and his high responsibilities, also because of the love for
Peter’s Successor that our Founder and Father, Saint John Bosco, passed on to the Salesian Family. Now
that we can think of a Pope with a name and a face, our prayer is ever more keen.

The barque of Peter has a new Helmsman who has taken on the spiritual legacy of Benedict XVI, and
will guide the Church in our time, full of challenges but also full of opportunities and signs of hope.

In the name of all the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians across the five continents, | express our filial
loyalty to your Magisterium as Pastor and Father of the Universal Church.

We wish to express our fidelity to the Pope also through a more authentic religious life, a life loyal to the
Gospel and the Salesian charism:

these are sources that enliven it and give it vocational fruitfulness.

Along with the entire Church we express our commitment to New Evangelisation through the education
of the youthful generations, by explicitly proclaiming Jesus.

We are convinced that only if we are his passionate disciples can we be missionaries of his love, knowing
how to pass on, through our lives, the fascination of his presence that fills human existence with meaning,
joy and peace.

We join you, Your Holiness, in greeting the Virgin with whom you intend to begin your Pontificate. May
Mary Help of Christians continue to bless your life and make your new mission fruitful.

We offer our prayer, that in this Year of Faith you enlightened guidance may lead humanity to encounter
Jesus.

Sister Yvonne Reungoat, FMA ANS
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A Few of the Pope’s Favourite Things

here are a few of Pope Francis’ favourite things, which he revealed in a series of interviews granted while
he was archbishop of Buenos aires.

The interviews are in the book, Pope Francis: Conversations with Jorge Bergoglio by Sergio Rubin and
Francesca Ambrogetti, which was originally published in 2010 under the title El jesuita (The jesuit). It is
not yet available in English.

Favourite sports: When he was young, the future Pope played basketball, but he loved going to the
stadium to watch soccer with his whole family to see their favourite team, San Lorenzo. he lamented that
the fan scene is not what it used to be. at the worst, “people would yell at the referee that he was a bum, a
scoundrel, a sellout ... nothing in comparison to the epithets they use today,” he said.

Favourite city: “I love where I live. I love Buenos aires.” he has travelled in Latin america and parts of
Europe, including Ireland “to improve my English.” however, he said, “I always try to avoid travelling ...
because I’'m a homebody” and got homesick easily.

Favourite way to stay informed: Newspapers. he said he turned on the radio only to listen to classical
music. he had thought he’d probably start using the Internet like his predecessor, the late-Cardinal juan
Carlos aramburu of Buenos aires, did — “when he retired at 75.”



Favourite mode of transport as Cardinal archbishop of Buenos aires: The subway, which he would always
take to get around “because it’s fast; but if I can, | prefer the bus because that way I can look outside.”

Favourite pastime: as a boy, he liked to collect stamps. Today, “I really like reading and listening to
music.”

Favourite authors and books: “I adore poetry by (Friedrich) holderlin,” a 19th-century lyric

poet; alessandro Manzoni’s The Betrothed (I Promessi Sposi), which he said he has read at least four
times; Dante alighieri’s The Divine Comedy; and anything by Fyodor Dostoevsky and argentine writer
jorge Luis Borges. The Pope recalled that even though Borges was an agnostic, “he’d recite the ‘Our
Father’ every evening because he had promised his mother he would, and died with a sense of ‘religious
comfort.” ”

Favourite music: “Leonore” Overture No. 3 by Ludwig van Beethoven conducted by the late-Wilhelm
Furtwangler, “who, in my opinion, is the best conductor of some of (Beethoven’s) symphonies and works
by Wagner.”

Favourite dance style: tango, which he said he loves “very much. It’s something that comes from within.”
he said he danced the tango when he was young “even though I preferred the milonga,” which is an older
form of tango with a faster rhythm.

Favourite painting: The White Crucifixion by Marc Chagall. The scene “isn’t cruel, rather it’s full of
hope. It shows pain full of serenity. I think it’s one of the most beautiful things Chagall ever painted.”

Favourite person: his grandmother Rosa, who helped raise him when he was little, taught him his first
words of Italian and passed on her deep religious sensibility.

Favourite saint he turns to in time of need: St. Therese of Lisieux. he kept a photo of her on his library
shelf with a vase of white roses in front of it. “When I have a problem | ask the saint, not to solve it, but
to take it in her hands and help me accept it.”

Favourite virtue: “The virtue of love, to make room for others with a gentle approach. Meekness entices
me enormously! I always ask God to grant me a meek heart,” he said.

Worst vice to avoid: “The sin that repulses me most is pride” and

thinking of oneself as a big shot. he said when it has happened to him, “I have felt great embarrassment
and | ask God for forgiveness because nobody has the right to behave like this.”

Typical reaction to unexpected announcements: he freezes. When Pope Francis was elected Pope and
appeared at the central balcony, many noticed he looked rather stiff. Turns out that’s how he reacted when
he was named auxiliary bishop in 1992 and how he reacts “to anything unexpected, good or bad, it’s like
I’m paralyzed,” he said.

Things he would rescue in event of a fire: his breviary and appointment book, which also contains all of
his contacts, addresses and telephone numbers. “It would be a real disaster to lose them.”

“I’m very attached to my breviary; it’s the first thing I open in the morning and the last thing I close when
I go to sleep.”

he also keeps tucked safe between its pages his grandmother’s letters and her last words to her grandkids
before she died. She said that in times of sadness, trouble or loss, to look to the tabernacle, “where the
greatest and noblest martyr is kept,” and to Mary at the foot of the cross so that they may “let fall a drop
of salve on the deepest and most painful wounds.”



CISA
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“Thank You For Everything”

The story is told about a woman Zen master named Sono who taught one very simple method of
enlightenment. She advised everyone who came to her to adopt an affirmation to be said many times a
day, under all conditions. The affirmation was, “Thank you for everything. | have no complaint
whatsoever”.

Many people from all areas of life came to Sono for healing. Some were emotionally distraught; others
had financial troubles; some were seeking soul liberation. No matter what their distress or what question
they asked her, her response was the same: “Thank you for everything. I have complaint whatsoever”.
Some people went away disappointed; others grew angry; others tried to

argue with her. yet some people took her suggestion to heart and began to practice it. Tradition tells that
everyone who practiced Sono’s affirmation found peace and healing.

after reading this particular story, a kind of curiosity came to me. | began to say this affirmation many
times a day. In the beginning I did it with curiosity but later it began to change my attitude. yes, why do |
complain at all? all what I am, is the gift of God and all what happens on my way comes from God. So
now | began to say this affirmation from the heart, “Thank you for everything. | have no complaint
whatsoever”.

To my surprise, after a month on May 2nd 2011at 11pm, | got a

message in my phone “kindly call me back”. Usually no phone calls come in that particular place where |
was working because it was an interior village.

Next day morning | called back the person who sent the message and it was my Superior General. | was
surprised again. She told me that she is going to ask me an important question and to listen to her
carefully. 1 got worried. Then she asked me “are you ready to go to Sudan as a missionary?”” She needed
an answer in the evening. | kept down the phone. It was a very difficult situation but | remember, | said
the same affirmation “Thank you for everything. | have no complaint whatsoever”. It was rather difficult
to give an answer

The highest form of prayer is gratitude. Instead of asking God for things, start thanking God for the things
and we will find that God has already given us everything that we need.
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but to my surprise again something prompted me and | called the Superior General and told her that | will
go. and now | am in South Sudan having completed one year.

yes, can you imagine what our life would be like if we simply dropped our complaints. It’s a radical
proposal, since most of us have been trained to question, analyse and criticize everything we see. But then
sometimes we end up questioning, analysing and criticizing ourselves. Then we miss out the joy, the only
true measure of success. But sometimes what happens to us is that there is a voice inside us objecting,
“But if I did not complain, people would walk all over me”. It is only our feeling. I am simply suggesting



that we practice this affirmation for an entire thanksgiving Day. and then may be once a week. Then we
might start to feel so good and our lives will become so effective that we would want to turn every day in
to a Thanksgiving. | know it is always very easy to preach but to practice this in our own lives is difficult
especially when we go through difficulties and problems. | have experienced it in my life. On 5th of
October | was arrested and was in prison for 3 hours. It was a false accusation. Then onwards there

were lots of problems connected to it. It was not easy to thank God for that experience. But later | said
thank you for everything. I have no complaint whatsoever. | could feel the difference in my attitude and |
was able to forgive the persons who were behind this problem

The highest form of prayer is gratitude. Instead of asking God for things, start thanking God for the things
and we will find that God has already given us everything

that we need. Life is a big treasure hunt. Eventually we grow weary of seeking treasures outside
ourselves, and we begin to look within. There we discover that the gold we sought, we already are. yes,
let us begin to drop our complaints and thank God for everything. “Thank you for everything. | have no
complaint whatsoever”.

Sr. Shanty Antony MSMHC (Don Bosco Mission , Tonj)

2ND QUARTER22Pope Francis, Sports Aficionado and Devoted to Mary Help of Christians While the
entire world is looking for more information on the newly elected Pope, we offer one episode which
shows his love for sport and, especially, his devotion to Mary help of Christians. In 2008, during a
meeting, managers of San Lorenzo de almagro football team gave the then Cardinal Bergoglio a San
Lorenzo guernsey and a Season ticket to the club as a “Centenary member”. For the occasion he also
received a letter from the team’s leadership inviting him to celebrate Mass for the 100 years of San
Lorenzo Team. Cardinal Bergoglio recalled the extraordinary San Lorenzo team which won the
Championship in 1946, with players like Farro, Pontoni and Martino. at the centenary celebration he said
that at San Lorenzo “we don’t take our colours from just anywhere, but we ask the Virgin” and he also
asked that “Mary help of Christians never be separated from the Club because She is its mother, given
that San Lorenzo began at the St anthony’s Oratory, under the Virgin Mary’s protection”. ANS 2ND
QUARTER

Journey to Holiness

holiness is readiness to share with those who are in real need. It is readiness to ask for forgiveness when
we do something wrong to others and readiness to forgive when someone does something wrong to us. It
is the ability to say “no” when we ought to say “no” and “yes” when we ought to say “yes”. It is readiness
to understand others as we desire to be understood by others. holiness is to work when we work, to pray
when we pray, to love when we love. It is to be who we are and where we are. It is to grow where we are
planted. It is to be light in the darkness. It is to begin from where we are.

Many people, especially my youthful colleagues, prefer to do what they do not do. We work while eating;
we drive while talking, we study while listening to music, pray while sleeping. Physically we are here but
mentally we are there. Saint Paul says: “What I do, I do not understand. For | do not do what I want, but |
do what I hate’’. (Rom.7:15). Maybe it is because of the worldly complications which make us find it
difficult to be or do what is expected of us. In any situation we can still grow in holiness if we have really
fallen in love with what is good, if we ‘put out into deep water’. The difficulties and disappointments are
there, but we are always called to keep close to Christ. Christ himself said “’I have told you this so that
you might have peace in me. In the world you will have trouble, but take courage, | have conquered the
world”’.

Who is perfect among us? No one is perfect except God. Therefore we are all imperfect, though in
different ways. But this does not mean that we cannot be holy, because Christ himself, who is our model,



tells us: “’be perfect as your father in heaven is perfect’” (Mt 9:50). Is he calling us to impossible things? |
do not think so. I think he is calling us (God’s

children) to be like God who is our father. St. augustine says; >’My heart is restless, O Lord, until it rests
in you’.

It is important to know that holiness of life is the journey of a life time. however we are, whatever way we
are living or what we have is just an integral part of the whole of holiness. Each meal is enjoyable in itself
at the moment without waiting for the next one. Likewise every step you make in your journey to town is
complete in itself at the moment, is unique and can only reach where it was meant to reach, though you
have not reached town yet. For one to be full when eating one has to take several spoons of food, but each
spoon is worthwhile in itself at the moment and contributes to being satisfied at the end. I also think that
for one to live the whole holiness, or attain the whole holiness, it depends on how one lives each integral
part of the whole holiness. | am not talking about one to be perfect in whatever one thinks or does daily,
but adding

It is important to know that holiness of life is the journey of a life time. However we are, whatever way
we are living or what we have is just an integral part of the whole of holiness.

something good to whatever one thinks and does daily, since holiness is something to be lived and not
something to be acquired, studied or archived. Don Bosco told his boys that holiness consists in doing
ordinary things in an extraordinary way. We also can grow in holiness if we really believe that God is at
work through the ordinary good things which we think and do daily. We are all unholy but we are neither
called nor destined to be unholy. Therefore for us to reach holiness it all depends on how much effort we
make to minimize the space of the unholy and maximize the space of holiness.

holiness is not a conquest made once for all but a life journey with its ups and downs or hidden and
exposed moments in our life time. Life in holiness is like Christ’s journey to Calvary which was
characterized by falling and rising and each time he fell and rose the closer he was to Calvary. Therefore,
being a life time journey, we do not talk about reaching the peak of holiness while
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we are alive but growing closer and closer to holiness while we are alive.

We can say that we are growing in holiness when we use our mind to think what is good, when we use
our hands to do what is good, when we use our eyes to see what is good, when we use our mouths to
speak what is good, and when we open our hearts to love what is good. Fr. Peter Ricaldone said that
holiness is to think well of all, to speak well of all, and to do good to all. For us to reach our strength we
need to go beyond our weakness. Many people would like to be holy but they do not like to focus

on what is beyond the unholy. We forget that whenever we choose there are things to take and things to
leave. a student who wants to be a scientist is advised to focus and work hard on science subjects rather
than arts subjects. Therefore | also believe that for us to be holy we need to focus all our attention and
effort on what is holy.

Novice Fabian Mallya John

2ND QUARTER24Talk the Walk and Walk the Talk. I have been wondering why do we study, analyze
and recommend yet we never put them into action to yield favorable results. It’s with sincerity that | have
learnt; an idea no matter how wonderful and life changing it might be, will remain just a thought until
acted on. It’s been noted that cemeteries are full of original and marvelous, life improving thoughts,
which never saw the light of the day. If one does the same thing, the same way and expects a different
result, then this can be considered as measure of insanity. however, with current exposure to
technological advancements especially in communication, it has elicited excitement and many have



turned retardant and unproductive. For instance, essay writing in schools are full of grammatical errors
yet the older folks strived in this area despite challenges. Meanwhile, many people have seemingly
fabulous ideas on paper but these are gathering dust on shelves. however, when these original ideas gain
access to determined people, they act as tickets to fly over into suburbs from slums both economically,
socially and spiritually. It’s worth noting that Christian teachings demonstrate the need to co-exist as parts
of the same body, living in peace, love and unity. The question that arises therefore is, why does a vice
such as theft, murder, suicidal tendencies, hopelessness, cut throat competitions and selfishness, strike us
and our siblings? Consequently, greed, corruptions and individualistic attitude had been blamed. Did you
know that more than 75% of Kenya’s and East africa’s and world’s populace is Christian? If all Christians
simply loved each other and embraced a brothers’ keeper approach, can we not eliminate these vices for
good and live a simple, serene, selfless yet happier life? While listening to God’s minister recently, an
enormous challenge was posed to us, the attendees: whereas everyone is in the political campaign mood
and praying for a peaceful- violence free- election process, what am | doing to grow peace in my own life,
my family and eventually my country? Therefore, it seems easier to point fingers, put marvelous
recommendations on paper but the real enemy lives within you. The positive change you would like to
experience starts with you on a single, decisive step put into action, for the greater good of mankind
tomorrow. | do not want to be a product of my environment but rather, my environment to be a product of
me. has it ever crossed your mind that the present would not have been as it is, were it not for our fore-
fathers’ selfless actions at their own level? Finally, let’s not only think, talk and write way forwards on
issues but in addition, put an action- step to its realization. Paul (converted Saul), witnesses to us that faith
as small as a mustard seed, can move a mountain yet without action, it is dead. 2ND QUARTER24

OUR NEW PRIEST
Fr. Benn Agunga

Fr. Benn agunga son of the late Charles Basil agunga and Caren Veronica was born in a family of eight.
Two brothers; alfred (agunga and Company, Malindi), Collins agunga (Mt. Kenya University, Mombasa),
and five sisters that is, Roseline agunga (Kenya Methodist University, Mombasa), Eliza agunga
(Kilifi,Kenya), Celestine agunga (Kenyatta University, Mombasa) and Brenda agunga (Nairobi
University, Mombasa).

Fr. Benn skipped nursery school and started his primary education at Kileleshwa Primary School, Nairobi
joining Standard One in the year 1987. In 1991,

he moved to St. Lazarus Primary School where he sat for his K.C.P.E.

having admired the priesthood vocation and through the advice of his late mum Veronica, Fr. Benn went
for an interview in the year 1995 with an intention of joining a minor seminary. In the year 1996, Fr.
Benn was admitted in Form One

at St. Gabriel’s Minor Seminary. having successfully completed his KCSE in 1999, Fr. Ben decided to
pursue his priestly vocation in the Salesian Congregation. In 2001, he attended the “come and See”
vocation camp organized by Fr. George Kocholickal, SDB at Don Bosco yES, Karen (where he is
currently assigned). He officially started his aspirancy and Pre-Novitiate formation at Bosco Boys,
Kuwinda. In 2003 Fr. Benn went for his Novitiate in Don Bosco, Moshi Tanzania. In the year 2004, Fr.
Benn

his Bachelor Degree in Philosophy and Education in Don Bosco College, Moshi, Tanzania. he graduated
at the Catholic University of Eastern africa in 2007.

Fr. Benn then later went for



Practical Training (Pastoral experience)atDonBoscoSecondary School, Shinyanga, Tanzania until the year
2009. In august 2009, he started his Theological Formation at Don Bosco Utume, Nairobi. he pursued his
Bachelor Degree in Theology at Tangaza University

College affiliated to Catholic University of Eastern africa (CUEa). During that period, Fr. Benn was
ordained a Deacon at Don Bosco Upperhill, Nairobi on 12th May 2012. he successfully completed his
Theological studies in january 2013.

Benn was ordained a Catholic priest on 25th april 2013 at Tumsifu Centre, Milimani, Kisumu by his
Grace, Zaccheus Okoth, the archbishop of the arch diocese of Kisumu.

Fr. Benn is a fan of sports especially volleyball, debate, drama, teaching(education), journalism, a good
organizer and above all he loves politics having been brought up in a political background. If you happen
to ask Fr. Benn what he would have been if he was not a priest, he would cheerfully tell you “I would
have been a lawyer or a media personnel.

Congrats Fr. Benn and above all ThE aGUNGa”S Family for giving us a priest.
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Mary Help Of Christians

Definitions:

The title of Mary help of Christians is associated with the defense of Christian Europe (Latin and Greek),
North africa and the Middle East from non-Christian peoples during the Middle ages. In 1572 the
Ottoman Empire intended to invade Christian Europe. Pope Pius V called Christian armies from all over
Europe to defend the continent and asked believers to pray to Mary in order to help the Christians. The
defeat of the Muslim Turks was

goes back to 1571, when the whole of Christendom was saved by Mary help of Christians when Catholics
throughout Europe prayed the Rosary. The great battle of Lepanto occurred on October 7th 1571. For this
reason this date has been chosen as the feast of the holy Rosary. In 1573 Pope Pius V instituted the feast
in thanksgiving for the decisive victory of Christianity over Islamism.

Near the end of the 17th century, Emperor Leopold I of austria took refuge in the Shrine of Mary help of
Christians at Pasau, when 200,000

Ottoman Turks besieged the capital city of Vienna, but a great victory occurred thanks to Mary help of
Christians: on September 8th, Feast of Our Lady’s Birthday, plans were drawn for the battle. On
September 12, Feast of the holy Name of Mary, Vienna was finally freed through the intercession of
Mary help of Christians. all Europe had joined with the Emperor crying out “Mary, help!” and praying the
holy rosary.

In 1809, Napoleon’s men entered the Vatican, arrested Pius

VII and brought him in chains to Grenoble, and eventually Fontainebleau. his imprisonment lasted five
years. The holy Father vowed to God that, if he were restored to the Roman See, he would institute a
special feast in honor of Mary. Military reverses forced Napoleon to release the Pope, and on May 24th
1814, Pius VII returned in triumph to Rome. Twelve months later, the Pope decreed that the feast of Mary
help of Christians, be kept on the 24th of May.

Description



Don Bosco’s personal devotion to Mary transcended all titles, both the traditional historical titles and
titles tied to local popular shrines. It was solidly founded on the Church’s traditional Mariology (Mother
of God/Christ, Theotokos) and on traditional popular devotion as simply Our Lady (the Madonna). his
devotion to Mary under particular titles, including Immaculate Conception and help of Christians, appears
as an aspect

that precipitated his interest and use of the term. archbishop arnaldi of Spoleto officially bestowed the title
Auxilium Christianorum on the apparition. Don Bosco’s narration of his dream of the Two Columns
(May 30 1862) seems clearly connected with the event - one of this, along the columns bears the
inscription ‘help of Christians’. With Spoleto, was tied to political, revolutionary and anticlerical events
in Italy. In 1868 Don Bosco indicated that there was “a very special reason why the Church in recent
times wished to invoke Mary as help of Christians”.

attributed to the intercession of Mary under such title. Geographical /Regional usage: Given the specific
reference to ‘Christians’, and given also the familiar reference to the briefer ‘ausiliatrice’ in other
European languages, many Salesians in countries where Christianity is in a minority, or where there
might be other particular difficulties, refer to ‘Mary our help’ or something similar. The Feast of Mary
help of Christians is celebrated on May 24. The tradition of this advocation of his perception of Mary’s
basic presence in the church. however, his devotion to and use of the term ‘help of Christians’ came later
-after 1860. Neither in his history of the Church (1st ed. 1845) nor in his history of Italy (1st ed. 1866/6)
is there any mention of the help of Christians. The inscription on the frieze inside the great church he saw
in his dream in 1844 read “hic domus mea, inde gloria mea”, not “auxilium Christianorum”. Nor is the
title in the early editions of the Companion of youth (1st ed. 1847). It would seem that it was the
apparition and miraculous events of Spoleto 1862 262ND QUARTER2ND QUARTER

Q: What was Saint John Bosco’s dream about Maryand the Eucharist? a: john Bosco, or known more
popularly by his Italian heritage, Don Bosco, educator of youth and founder of the Salesians, had a dream
in 1862 during which he perceived that two pillars in the storm tossed sea would anchor the boat of Peter
(the Church). The tallest, strongest pillar was the Eucharist and second was the Blessed Virgin Mary. Don
Bosco taught that tranquility would not return to the stormy seas until the pope would succeed in
anchoring the Church between the pillars of Eucharistic devotion and devotion to Mary. Don Bosco
described this dream many times to his students, and in a letter dated February 13, 1863 he wrote to Pope
Pius IX about the dream. The pillar surmounted with the host had the inscription, “The Salvation of
Believers.” The smaller pillar had a statue of Mary at the top of its column and the inscription, “help of
Christians.”

Don Bosco fostered devotion to Mary under the title, Mary help of Christians (Auxilium Christianorum).
In 1863 he began the construction of a large church he gave the name, Church of Mary help of Christians.
It was completed in 1868. a biographer wrote:

To make Mary loved, to make her known in all her prerogatives, in all her glories, in all the graces she
has conferred upon mankind and the Church—to make Mary known, in short, under the title of Mary help
of Christians, became Don Bosco’s particular Marian mission. In Turin itself the faithful were quick to
refer to Our Lady help of Christians as “Don Bosco’s Madonna.”[Source:

Edna Beyer Phelan, Don Bosco, A Spiritual Portrait, New york: Doubleday, 1963, pp 244-5.]
Context (examples of use):

“When I submitted the plans for the church for the city’s approval, the superintendent rejected the plans
because of the title help of Christians.’It’s too jesuitical’, he complained.’But Sir,” I explained, ‘perhaps
in your line of work you have not had occasion of looking into the historical origin of this title. It
commemorates the victories won by a coalition of Italian, Spanish and others against the Turks....””
(Barberis, autograph Chronicle, june 26, 1875, Notebook 11, 23-24, FDB C1-2)



Don Bosco Eastern Africa, May 2013271ST QUARTER27Pope Francis and the Salesians as the days
pass, new episodes and aspects of interest regarding Pope Francis emerge. amongst them, a number tied
in with the Salesian world. as well as his special devotion to Mary help of Christians — displayed every
24th of the month at the Marian shrine at almagro in Buenos aires — there are others. The new Pope is also
a Salesian past pupil. In 1949 jorge Mario Bergolio attended “Wilfrid Barén” Salesian College in Ramos
Mejia, along with his brother. jorge was in class 6B. From the list of prize-winners that year we see he got
the first prize for conduct, religion and the Gospel. a detailed biography published by the argentine Daily
“La Nacion”, also reports that the Pope, when he was 17 had Fr Enrico Pozzoli as his spiritual director,
from the almagro community. This priest, before bringing Don Bosco’s charism to Tierra del Fuego — the
ends of the world — left an indelible mark on him. It was Fr Pozzoli who suggested to the young
Bergoglio to go to the Tandil mountains to overcome an attack of pneumonia; it was he who helped the
future Pope apply for the seminary at Villa Devoto; and Card. Bergoglio included a reference to him in
the preface to his first book — Meditations for Religious — referring to the “strong impact” this Salesian
had on his life, and the “example of ecclesial service and religious consecration” he gave. at Tandil, when
he was 18 years, Bergoglio met Roberto Musante, two years older than him, who he then met in more
complex circumstances later. Like when Bergoglio, during the dictatorship, took in three seminarians
belonging to Bishop Enrique angelelli. at Tandil, Fr Musante recalls, the two got to know each other and
talk, and Bergoglio “was rather quiet and humble”. The two young men then took different paths. Today,
Fr Musante, a Salesian, works in angola where he looks after hundreds of youngsters at Lixeira, “rubbish
dump” in Portuguese. Bergoglio, instead, chose to follow St Ignatius Loyola. aNS Don Bosco Eastern
Africa, May 2013 27

From the FMA From the FMA Rooted in Good Soilll VIDES Growth in the World

“We are small dwarfs on the shoulders of two giants” these words were said by our dear Mother General
Sr, yvonne Reungoat at the 10th international VIDES Convention in Trevi- Italy. The two giants are none
other than St. john Bosco and St.Mary Mazzarello. Before the term Volunteering came, john Bosco and
Maria Mazzarello were doing it. Think of the Typhoid outbreak in Mornese and the big heart of Maria
who went to assist those who were suffering. Think of Don Bosco even as a young boy giving his time to
teach the other boys in the village to pray and play well. In his time as a priest, the boys in the oratory
were launched to volunteerism during the cholera epidemic in Turin. Shielded by the blessing of Mary
help of Christians the boys courageously and safely assisted the sick. among the first collaborators of Don
Bosco were many volunteers from all walks of life.

Today the same Spirit of generosity is alive. year 2012 was so significant to the VIDES Volunteers in the
world. It was the silver jubilee of the association at the world level. Following St. john Bosco and St.
Mary Mazzarello’s charism in 1987, Mother General, at that time Mother Marinella Castagno, and the
General Council together with the

dynamic and entrepreneurial vision of Sr. Maria Grazia Caputo, saw VIDES born as a natural expression
of the FMa charism.

Since then, VIDES has expanded its horizons and at the moment it is present in 4 continents, 41 countries
and 53 Vides groups. VIDES Kenya is one of the VIDES groups. In africa, VIDES is in Kenya, Congo
D.R.C and now newly born Congo Brazzaville.

The celebration of 25 years coincided with the 10th International VIDES Congress. The main theme was:
Recall, Rejoice, Renew. It was a time to recall the journey made in the past 25 years, to rejoice for what
VIDES has done in the world and to renew the commitment for the next 25 years and beyond. | had the
chance of participating in this great event together with Bernard the VIDES Kenya Chairman. It was an
exciting as well as rich experience as VIDES International gathered together from all the mentioned
countries.



The presence of our Rector Major Don Pascual Chavez and Mother General Sr. yvonne Reungoat,
brought warmth and a clear indication that VIDES is a welcomed association in the Salesian Family and
there is no fear to venture ahead with great hopes. VIDES hopes must grow daily.

Mother General clearly confessed that she was happily surprised each time she heard the stories of many
Volunteers and the great experiences they had in VVolunteering. These are not extraordinary people, they
are our young people who became part of VIDES and chose to go whether to a place only next door or far
away to serve their fellow young. She sees a great future in VIDES as a sure way of new evangelization.
VIDES is a special gift to the FMa institute. She kept on repeating these sentiments the whole time she
was with us.

The Rector Major Don Pascual Chavez gave strength to what VIDES has done since the beginning and
highlighting his proposed strenna for 2013, said that VIDES is one great channel in proposing a Gospel of
joy to the young. The volunteers are doing it already and ought to continue with renewed energy.

My wish is to see VIDES reaching to all the other countries of africa and the world at large since it came
at the right time. Long live VIDES!

Sr. Laurenzia FMA VIDES KENYA Formation Delegate

282ND QUARTER

Tallest ever statue of John Paul Il unveiled in Poland

Vatican City:

The world’s tallest statue of Pope john Paul II was inaugurated today in Czestochowa, southern Poland.
The city of Czestochowa is a popular destination for Catholic pilgrims who go there to pray before the
black Madonna painting.

“The statue weighs 10 tons and is 13,8 metres tall. It’s bigger than the one in Chine which is 12 metres
tall,” Leszek Lyson, the man who funded the project and owns a fun park on the outskirts of
Czestochowa.

During the inauguration ceremony, the statue was blessed by the archbishop of Czestochowa, Monsignor
Waclaw Depo. Paradoxically, the tallest statue of john Paul Il has been erected in a park which is also
home to some sacred architecture miniatures, including a miniature of the Lourdes and Fatima shrines.
UCAN, India

Vatican holds Major Conference on faith in Asia

asia’s rapid growth and increasing inequality is resulting in a weakening of spiritual life and posing a
challenge which asia’s many faiths could and should face together, Cardinal Fernando Filoni said at the
end of a major Vatican conference this week.

held at the Pontifical Urbaniana University which trains priests from mission areas, the conference on the
asian Church and its future ended on Wednesday with a call for all religions to face these challenges

together with a common sense of “authenticity” and “purpose.”

Cardinal Filoni said that while economic growth had “increased the material means available” to asians,
this progress has not been followed with an equal distribution of goods.

“Inhuman and scandalous forms of poverty and exclusion [still exist],” he said.



affluence has also meant problems for spirituality including immorality, lack of attention to human life
and suicides, added the cardinal.

In a strong statement on interfaith collaboration, Cardinal Filoni said that dialogue between different
religions in asia had a “social and political color since

it is aimed at developing policies and strategies for the common good... promoting a culture of empathy
and compassion.”

The conference was aimed at drawing up a blueprint for Catholic missionary action in asia and included
representatives of faiths including hinduism, Islam and Buddhism as well as experts from lItaly, the
Vatican and 10 different countries in the asian region.
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The Future of the Congregation Depends on the Quality of Formation: The Rector Major’s New Letter

just as we were celebrating Easter, the Rector Major gave the Congregation a new circular letter.
“Vocation and formation: gift and task”. It aims at illustrating the beauty and the demands of the Salesian
vocation and formation, and at the same time shows the current situation of vocational inconsistency. The
letter is in two basic parts.

Consistency and vocational fidelity

The Rector Major highlights the need to help young confreres achieve vocational consistency, and help
those who have already made a definitive choice to live their vocation faithfully. Weakness of vocation is
particularly evident in the statistics which the Rector Major wants to make known to the entire
Congregation so people can be aware of the problems and then help by taking on responsibility.

There are two complementary aspects noted, basic causes of a lack of consistency and fidelity:

a wrong idea of vocation; this is sometimes identified with a personal project motivated by the need for
self-realisation. Often there are weak or insufficient motivations for beginning the journey in Salesian
consecrated life, and sometimes a lack of conscious awareness; if motivations are ignored, fragility or
infidelity are more likely to result.

The culture we live in presents opportunities but also risks. an anthropological understanding is a
resource, but also a challenge for the vocational journey. There

is a need for authenticity, sense of freedom, history, constant seeking for experiences, appreciation of
relationships and affectivity, difficulties in renouncing things and remaining faithful — all these in a
postmodern and multicultural context. These anthropological aspects while challenging are essential for a
consecrated life that desires to be fully human and therefore credible.

Vocation formation

Vocation is the foundation for the journey of formation and formation is there to serve the full
development of vocation. They are both gift and task.

Each individualss life is a vocation; therefore life is a response to God»s call. VVocation is not principally a
human project but God>s plan for each one: it is a plan to recognise, accept and live. The discovery of
oneys vocation is at the origins of realising our individual lives; it takes a lifetime to live a vocation. It is a



call to a mission entrusted to us by God; there is no vocation without mission. This is why mission, with
vocation, gives form and content to formation.

Formation is a constant process of identification with the vocation received. This is why the letter
presents the identity of the Salesian consecrated vocation and its formation approaches to ensure the
process of identification. acquiring identity is the aim of formation.

Fr Chavez once again proposes, as objectives, the fundamental elements of Salesian vocational identity:
sent to the young (being

conformed to Christ the Good Shepherd); brothers in a single mission (common life as the place and
object of formation); consecrated by God (witnessing to the radical nature of the Gospel); sharing of life
and mission (animating apostolic communities in the spirit of Don Bosco); at the heart of the Church
(building it up); being open to real circumstances to realise the charism.

To ensure we acquire identity and fostering the process of vocational identity, the Rector Major reminds
us that the “Ratio” offers specific approaches that we need to adopt with more awareness and
commitment. It is a case of reaching into the depths of the individual, animating an experience, unity of
formation, ensuring a climate of formation and everyone shared responsibility, giving quality formation to
daily experience, qualifying our accompaniment, paying attention to discernment.

at the end of the letter the Rector Major makes an appeal that formation, initial and ongoing, be an
“absolutely vital priority in the Congregation” and he turns to Mary asking her to accompany us as she
did from the beginning and throughout Salesian history.

The Rector Majors Letter, no. 416, is, apart from the Strenna 2014 commentary to come, the last
thematic letter in Fr Chavez> mandate.

The complete text is available online at sdb.org.
ANS
3030302ND QUARTER

Don Bosco Eastern Africa, May 2013



