Queridos hermanos:

me es grato presentaros esie documento de nuestro Dicasterio para
las misiones sobre el tema: «EDUCAR A LA DIMENSION MISIONE-
RA».

Es el resultado de dos encuentros: el Seminario internacional del 7-
17 de febrero de 1993 y el Encuentro de Delegados Inspectoriales de
Animacion misionera de Europa y de América del Norte. Este tema ha
sido también objeto de estudio en una reunidn en la Region asidtica.

En sintonfa con las lineas del CG23, se ha querido realizar una lec-
tura misionera del camino de educacién a la fe, y sugerimos experimen-
tarlo y evaluarlo dentro de la actividad de la animagcién misionera, en co-
munién con la Pastoral Juvenil Salesiana.

Este trabajo no aparece unitario en su presentacion. El estilo re-
siente de repeticiones superfluas. Pero se ha querido dar a esta presenta-
cién un tono didéctico, como objeto de estudio y de elaboracién por blo-
ques o capitulos: se parte de una presentacion de algunos rasgos esen-
ciales de «misionariedad» hacia una lectura transversal y misionera, tan-
to de las dreas del camino de la fe, como de Ios nicleos de la Espiritua-
lidad Juvenil Misionera, conforme a las indicaciones del CG23.

Resulta claro que los elementos de organizacion de la actividad mi-
sionera presentes en el tltimo capftulo quieren ser solamente orientati-
vos con el fin de que nuestra respuesta y nuestro compromiso en los
proyectos educativos y pastorales ofrezcan un amplio y cualificado espi-
ritu misionero.



El primer destinatario de este documento es la Comunidad educati-
va pastoral local, y, por tanto, el Delegado inspectorial de Animacién
misionera con su equipe, quien, de acuerdo con el Inspector y su Con-
sejo, debe hacerse cargo de él, estudiarlo, proponetlo para su aplicacién
en las comunidades locales, y someterlo a una evaluacion constanie.

«La dimensién misionera es verdaderamente un elemento esencial
de nuestro carisma” (E. VIGANO, ACG 336, 38); esto es cuanio quere-
mos subrayar y presentaros en este documento como don de nuestro
Fundador.

Afmo. en Don Bosco,

P. Luciano Oporico, SDB

Roma, 31 de enero de 1995, festividad de San Juan Bosco




Dear Confreres,

It gives me great pleasure to present to you this document of our
Missions Department on the theme: “EDUCATING TO THE
MISSIONARY DIMENSION™.

It is the result of two meetings: 1th the International Seminar of 5-
7 February 1993, and 2th the Meeting of Provincial Delegates for
Missionary Animation of Europe and North America. The work has also
been the object of a consultation in the Asian Region.

In harmony with the desires of the GC23, the aim was to provide a
missionary reading of the process of education to the faith, and we
propose an experience and verification of this within the activities of
missionary animation in communion with Salesian Youth Pastoral Work.

This contribution is somewhat variable in its form of presentation.
The style involves a certain amount of repetition; but this kind of
presentation is deliberate from a didactic standpoint - it will facilitate the
study of individual chapters or blocks. It begins from a presentation of
certain essential traits of the missionary mentality, and goes on to a
missionary reading which traverses both the area of the journey in faith
and the nuclei of Salesian Youth Spirituality, following the indications
of the GC23.

It is clear that the elements of the organization of missionary
animation in the final chapter are meant only as guidelines so that our
response and our commitment in projects of educative and pastoral
intervention may reflect a broad and competent missionary approach.



The document is addressed primarily to the local educative and
pastoral communities. Hence the Provincial Delegate for Missionary
Animation with his team, in agreement with the Provincial and his
Council, will need to study it and then put it forward for application by
local communities, with periodic verification.

“The missionary dimension is in truth an essential element of our
charism” (B.VIGANO, AGC' 336, p. 40) : this is the point we want to
emphasize and present to you in this_document as a gift {rom our
Founder.

Affectionately in Don Bosco,

Fr Luciano Onorico SDB

31 January 1995, Feast of St John Bosco




General introduction

“If the missionary dimension is really an essential element in our
charisma it means, on the one hand, that it demands of our spi-
rituality a special light and force to make it present and operative
in the missions, and on the other that the missionary aspect deep-
ens and renders more genuine salesian spiritvality itself”

(E. Vigand, AGC 336, 40).

ORIGIN OF THE DOCUMENT

1. The initial motivation for organizing a working seminar on “SPECI-
FICALLY MISSIONARY GROUPS” was the growing awareness on
the part of those responsible for missionary animation of the dynamic
role that “a missionary group” could play within Salesian Pastoral
Work for Youth.

2. Many young people, in fact, at some point in their pilgrimage of faith
and spiritual growth commit their whole being to

* bearing witness to the Gospel through deep attitudes of faith;
* communicating the Gospel in some specific way;
* engaging in some freely given service, such as volunteer work;

* making a vocational option - priestly, religious or lay.

3. How could one set about pointing out this missionary dimension
across all the content of a process of education of young people to the
faith?

4. The original idea of the seminar was limited to the production of
practical aides for groups particularly committed to missionary acti-
vity, to help them grow in their pilgrimage of faith and in their de-
sire for apostolic self-donation.



. Gradually it became clear that the most urgent thing to be done was

TO EDUCATE TO THE MISSIONARY DIMENSION.

. THE SUBJECT OF THIS PROPOSAL IS THE EDUCATIVE AND

PASTORAL COMMUNITY!

OBJECTIVES

. To re-examine the missionary dimension within certain “features of

missionary work” directly linked with this dimension.

. To emphasize the specifically missionary dimension inherent in the

single unified process of education of young people to the faith, in
the areas indicated by the GC23.

. To highlight the missionary dimension within the five nuclei of Sale-

sian Youth Spirituality (GC23, 112-180), with the aim of emphasizing
the reciprocal and dynamic linkage between what is specific to Sale-
sian Youth Spirituality and the missionary aspect which renders it

" “more genuine” (cf. E. VIGANO, AGC 336, 40).

. To urge provincial delegates for missionary animation to involve

young people as animators of missionary group -work, and as compe-
tent leaders in the Church’s mission.

THOSE FOR WHOM THE DOCUMENT IS INTENDED

. The Provincial and his Council.

. Provincial Delegates for missionary animation and the provincial

team for the same purpose.

. The pastoral and educative community existing in each one of our

works.




METHODOLOGICAL ASPECTS

The following are proposed:

) Az Salesian Regional level:

a meeting for the study of the document and for an exchange of
views, with invitations to all delegates for missionary animation, to-
gether with one or two representatives of the provincial teams for
missionary animation.

O At provincial level:

the Delegate for missionary animation will present this document to
local communities, with the enrichments suggested by the Regional
meeting,.

O At local [evel:
* a verification regarding the presence of the missionary dimension
in the local pastoral and educative plan, and

* the activation and support of all initiatives which help to keep this
dimension alive (at local, diocesan and provincial level).

“If our Congregation is missionary, it means that all its members
share the responsibility for this - not only those who have a role of
animation and guidance but also local communities and every sin-
gle confrere” (E. VIGAND, AGC 336, 40).
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CHAPTER 1

Features of
Missionary Work
and Mentality
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INTRODUCTION

[0 In this first Chapter an effort is made to clarify some of the major
characteristic features of missionary work; the worldwide aspect, in-
culturation, evangelization, development and salesian slant.

[J The presence of the “salesian slant” among the missionary features is
intended to emphasize:

o the patticular contribution of the salesian charism as a specific
animating element in the animation of missionary activity in the
Church;

* that “the Holy Spirit has rendered the whole Congregation mis-
sionary; it takes on primarily, in fact, the task of contributing to the
young Churches the gift of its particular speciality in the field of
evangelization: i.e. the ability to educate to the faith needy young-
sters and the poorer people” (B, Vigand, AGC 336, 36.32);

* the missionary dimension which must characterize each of our edu-
cative communities as a missionary presence (Cf. AGC 334. 336).

O These features
* are interdependent and shed mutual light on each other;

* must be understood as a whole for the presence of the missionary
dimension to be defined in the process of education to the life of
faith of youngsters.

2] The study of each feature involves:
* an overall significance,
*+ a nucleus of objectives to be attained,

* attitudes to be fostered as a consequence of the objectives aimed
at.

O The contents of this Chapter can serve also for the elaboration of con-
crete aides useful for the animation of children and young adults.

1
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THE WORLDWIDE ASPECT

SIGNIFICANCE

The reference is to an educative process which leads everyone to
be open to other people as a personal and communal responsibility
towards worldly needs and perspectives.

OBIJECTIVES

To understand oneself as being a part of a whole.
To become open to universal horizons and interests.

To become involved in personal and communal sharing in the
world’s needs and problems.

ATTITUDES

The sense of belonging to a community of peoples: a citizen of
the world.

Personal involvement and responsibility in the solution of prob-
lems,

Ability for esteem and acceptance of others, for dialogue, living
with others and appreciation of their valves; ability to respect
others, for communion and sharing with them, of empathy with
them.

Sense of fellowship: welcoming the other person as a genial
guest in one’s own cxistence; acceptance in one’s own life of the
problems and anxieties of others.

EXPERIENCES

Direct knowledge of the facts of today’s world: statistics, news,
happenings...; the same with regard to the realities of the mis-
sionary Church; persons, activities, achievements etc.

Creation of means of information for a critical awareness; mis-
sionary reviews, other publications, etc.

Identification of the challenges posed by solidarity in the set-
tings of daily life.




» Study of the social and missionary doeuments of the Church,

¢ Fostering of formation through experiences with inter-ethnic
groups, with the poor and social outcasts of one’s own environ-
ment and in developing countries.

¢ Personal and communal “scrutiniwm’ on this dimension.

INCULTURATION

I- SIGNIFICANCE

We refer to the process by which the individual discovers various
values within both his own and other cultures and, by clarifying
them in the light of the Gospel, makes them his own and bears
witness to them in his process of growth.

II- OBJECTIVES

* To get to know and respect other cultures and become embodied
in them.

* To acquire a critical and selective ability in the light of the
Gospel, in the face of expressions of one’s own cuiture and that
of others.

* Reciprocal enrichment in respect for and exchange of different
cultural values,

« To bring about an internal transformation and a new way of life
in individuals and in society.
OI - ATTITUDES
CAPACITY FOR:

Willingness to get to know and take up other cultures.

¢ Discernment, critical approach and self-criticism.

» Openness and sensitivity for the problems of one’s own envi-
ronment.

* Regeneration of culture in the light of the Gospel.

13
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* Recognition of the work of the Spirit present in history and in
culture.

* Sensifivity to the language of the young.

» Offering, and bearing witness to, the values of one’s own Chri-
stian culture to other individuals and peoples.

EXPERIENCES -

* Make contact with the world of emigrants, refugees, cultural
and ethnic minorities of the local environment, and create edu-
cative welcoming opportunities. :

= A critical reading of the cultural content of the means of social
communication: analysis of the news provided by the press,
visits and cultural centres, etc.

* Collaborate with the local Church and social organizations in
approaching and welcoming people of other cultures.

* Foster dialogue, prayer and discussions of an ecumenical inter-
religious and inter-cultural kind.

» Organize meetings, journeys, and service experiences for groups
of young people with cultures of other countries.

* Replan the rhythm of daily life in each professional sector
{worl, family, spare time, efc.), so as to create a new model of
Christian behaviour.

« Seek out and discern from culture some examples of language
and symbols for the liturgy more in harmony with- practical
daily life.

EVANGELIZATION

SIGNIFICANCE

We refer to the educative process by which each individual attains
to the personal love of God (RM 11.23) and transforms his life so
as to testify to and proclaim the mystery of salvation in Christ.




I -

I -

OBJECTIVES

+ To become vividly aware of having been called, through the fact
of Baptism, to evangelize people and environments.

+ To offer to young people, through an integral educative
experience, paths to achieve a knowledge and assimilation of
Christ’s mystery.

+ To provide an involving Christian witness, capable of raising
questions in others about their own style of life.

» To enable young people to become ever more missionaries to
their peers (EN 72), and preferably towards the poor,

ATTITUDES

CAPACITY FOR:

* Docility to the Spirit, willingly accepting his gifts of fortitude
and discernment (RM 87).

+ Bearing bold and enthusiastic witness to the values of Christian
life in one’s own environment, and to explain and communicate
one’s own faith (RM 45).

+ The patient explanation of one’s own faith and respect for free-
dom in embracing it {(RM 39).

+ The discovery of the presence of Christ in daily life.

» Feeling oneself a living part of the Church, and committed to
the realization of this in a journcy with the youth community
(RM 89).

» Undertaking a process of vocational discernment which starts
from faith and develops attitudes of service, availability, and
freely given self-donation.

o “Affecting and as it were upsetting, through the power of the
Gospel, mankind’s criteria af judgement, determining values,
points of interest, lines of thought, sources of inspiration and
models of life, which are in contrast with the Word of God and
the plan of salvation” (EN 19; CL 44).

15
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Know and study the documents of the Church and the Congre-
gation concerning the missions and collaboration in missionary
activity.

Make the work of missionaries known and esteemed by means
of meetings, conferences, the spreading of missionary publica-
tions, efc.

Foster the participation of young people in voluntary work for
the missions.

Organize occasions of communal prayer for missionary objecti-
ves {October as o missionary month, Salesian missions day,
11th of each month, etc.).

Study the sectors of one’s own territory which are in need of
evangelization, and the means to bring it about,

Make contact with youth groups of other religions.

Involve young people in the communication of the faith through
the mass media.

Organize spare-time activities in such a way that they always
have an educative and evangelizing objective.

DEVELOPMENT

SIGNIFICANCE

The reference is to an educative process through which the
individual, personally and communally, sets about creating a new
humanism which allows him to “find” once again himself and
aothers, passing from situations of “sin” to the assuming of values
of justice, love, and solidarity, to give a new meaning to his own
life and that of others in the fullness intended by God.



1I -

1 -

OBIJECTIVES

+ Foster a critical knowledge of the world situation as regards de-
velopment for an integral advancement of man and of creation
in general, '

» Become aware of the need of personal involvement to help all,
and especially young people, to become leaders in bringing
about human growth and Christian maturing.

* Open up paths to a transcendent humanism, with attention to the
promotion of human rights, to respect for the earth and the just
distribution of goods - by giving new value to work as a service
to others and a response to a vocation, and feeling oneself as a
responsible presence in democratic society and in family life.

» Promote by educating, evangelize by promoting and by being
open to everyone, starting from those who are very poor.

ATTITUDES
CAPACITY FOR:

« Fellowship with all men to discover their needs and aptitude for
solidarity, so as to give an impulse to the creation of more
worthy living conditions.

» Reawakening in young people the need for an integral develop-
ment, human and Christian, personal and social.

» Discernment for shaping and realizing human advancement
through criteria that are evangelical and not merely sociological,
economic and political.

+ Commitment to the acquiring of professional competence for a
courteous service to others.

» Respecting and taking care of the riches of creation, new bene-
fits and resources, as the common pairimony of all (SRS 29).

* Practising solidarity, not in the manner of one who gives part of
his own riches but as one who shares or gives back what is the
property of all.

« Denouncing sinful structures (SRS 36; RM 43).

17
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* Educating to austerity and solidarity also by a sober life style,
subordinating the possession, dominion and use of goods to
man’s divine likeness and his vocation to immortality (SRS 29).

* A responsible presence in human society, living in freedom and
dialogue, in justice and in respect for one’s neighbour in line
with Christ’s message.

EXPERIENCES

* Seek out and classify information for the purpose of understand-
ing and sensitizing others to the reality of underdevelopment
and possible forms of solidarity.

* Put young people in physical contact with situations which are
crying out for solidarity and help.

* Become committed in initiatives of solidarity and development,
and collaborate with civil and ecclesial organizations, especially
in voluntary work.

* Set up small-scale solidarity projects: processes for education in
development, initiatives in fair dealing, classes in remedial edu-
cation, cooperatives, etc.

* Plan prayer-meetings centred on this theme, -

SALESIANITY

SIGNIFICANCE:

The reference is to 2 manner of existenbee and of transmitting to
individuals and peoples, egpecially those not yet evangelized, the
salvation which is Christ, through educative and pastoral commit-
ments proper to our charism and our style of education (Const. 30).

OBJECTIVES

* Welcome each individual, whatever be his personal situation,
with the complete confidence of finding in him those resources
which, when suitably developed, will give rise to the energy
needed for his formation, -




* Help young people to experience in themselves the liberating
force of educative love, by following a process in humanity and
the gospel. :

* Reawaken and foster in the young the desire and even the need
to work for.the salvation of others, even to the extent of total
self-giving.

* Help youngsters to acquire and practise the salesian style of
loving kindness, creativity in work, and a joyful family spirit, in
all their activities in favour of outcasts,

Il — ATTITUDES

CAPACITY FOR:

» Taking “special care of the sick, of children, of the aged and of
the poor...” (Souvenir for missionaries, 5).

* Generating sympathy and facility of personal contact with
others,

+ Sharing: making oneself simple with the simple, little with the
little ones, assuming “the values of these people and sharing
their hopes and anxieties” (Const. 30).

* Bearing witness to the joy found in availability and in selfsacri-
fice for others.

* A deep conviction for evangelization through activities for hu-
man advancement, and for human advancement through evan-
gelization.

* Keeping the living presence of Mary in one’s life as a help in
the work of building the Kingdom.

IV — EXPERIENCES

* Make known the figure of Don Bosco, and especially his
apostolic and missionary activities.

* Foster a knowledge of the history of the salesian missions and
of the figures of the more outstanding missionaries.

« Put young people in contact with salesian missionaries, lay
volunteers, and the activities of the salesian missions at the
present day; make missionary publications better known.

19
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+ Enable young people to become apostles of other young people
who remain at a distance, through convinced frequenting of the
sacraments, collaboration in oratory activities and the joyful ani-
mation of free time.

+ Organize meetings, prayer sessions, etc. for the exp]iéit foster-
ing among young people of lay or religious missionary voca-
tions, following them up in their process of maturing as a visi-
ble expression of the missionary sense of the whole salesian
community.

» Animate the Salesian Missionary Day in all its details,




CHAPTER 1II

A Missionary reading
of the process of
education to the faith
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“Stirring wp in the young people the ardour of faith that will
transform them into credible witnesses and proclaimers of
God’s word” (GC23, 93).

INTRODUCTION

0 This proposal is meant to highlight the aspects of missionary men-
tality and work present in the four areas of the process of education
to the faith as presented by the GC23 (nn: 99-157).

0 In practice, what is put forward for each area are the following:
« an overall objective linked with the missionary dimension;
* some progressive movements ‘which help in achieving the overall
objective; _
* some attitudes to be cultivated and submitied to a periodic evalua-
tion;
+ experiences which help to make the attitudes concrete.
[0 “The various dimensions are not and must not be considered, either
in the person or in educative activity, as separate sectors. They are

all present together and continually interact” (GC23, 118).

23
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CHAPTER 1T

A Missionary reading of
salesian Youth Spirituality






INTRODUCTION

[ Salesian spirituality is for us a practical condition for the new evan-
gchzatlon (cf. AGC 334, 5).
It is in fact rich in missionary connotations, being 1lsc]f “a front-line
spirituality, of research, of initiative and of courage” (AGC 334, 12),
a spultuahty which prompts confreres to become “contemplatives in
action”,

[ Salesian missionary spirituality is not a different spirituality but the
same one, intensified and particularly enlightened by rhe fact of the
mission “ad gentes” (cf. AGC 336, 36).

[1'We may recall in this connection the explicit references of the
salesian magisterium in recent years, e.g.; “Salesian spirituality for
the new evangelization” (AGC 334, 3-46); “The Pope’s appeal for the
missions” (AGC 336, 3-44); and particularly the research on the same
argument by the Missions Department in its publications on “Salesian
Missionary Spirituality”.

[1 This work is meant to help the educative community to deepen its un-
derstanding of the missionary dimension present in the five compo-
nents of salesian spirituality:

* spirituality of daily life

* spirituality of optimism and joy

* spirituality of friendship with the Lord Jesus
* spirituality of ecclesial communion

* spirituality of responsible service

I - SPIRITUALITY OF DAILY LIFE

1. The spirituality of daily life, the historical present moment as the time
of salvation and liberation, is alrcady missionary, quite apart from
any missionary experience, because it has its foundation in baptism.
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2. The missionary style gives a concrete aspect and deep sense to the
daily round: ‘
« it gives geographic expansion, overcoming a reductive and ghetto-
like outlook and extending its interests to any place where a young
person is to be found;
* it adds qualitative depth, highlighting the primacy of evangeliza-
tion;

*+ it prompts a rehglous reassessment: the area in which salvation is
at stake, despite sin and other difficulties and the fact that it is not
possible to verify the results or the conversions; it discloses the
presence of God at every moment and in all life’s events; even
ordinary routine activities are lived against a “missionary” back-
ground;

* it gives rise to vocations: it is neither a scheme nor a personal
plan, but a powerful appeal to abandon one’s own pet schemes so
as to put oneself in a creative manner at the service of others;

e leads to ethical and ascetical commitment: comparison between
different levels of life and a growing awareness of the great
inequalities that exist in the world provide a compelling stimulus to
the choice of a sober style of life and the essentials that go with it
for the service of others, not just as a fleeting episode but as a
permanent attitude.

In other words, the missionary style permeates the whole of life: “We
are missionaries above all because of what we are... before we beco-
me missionaries in word or deed” (RM 23).

3. There is no spirituality of daily life without the contemplation of the
mystery of the Incarnation, without the courageous pursuit of justice
and the struggle for a new humanity.

All this means “leading an unfragmented life that is lived as a vo-
cation, accepting the appeal to commit ourselves to the building
up of humanity, justice and peace; a wide-ranging life open to cul-
ture and ideals, to sharing and solidarity, with the courage to
dream with Don Bosco of new worlds and new people”

(E. Vigano, Confronio Don Bosco 88).
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II - SPIRITUALITY OF OPTIMISM AND JOY

. A knowledge of a great many missionary countries and a comparison
of them with those of a much higher standard of wellbeing leads to
the following conclusion: in consumer countries, despite the abun-
dance of material goods, there is often a lack of joy and people live a
bored and discontented life: whilst in the poor countries life is festive
and joyful, notwithstanding the undeniable difficulties and suffering
(cf. GC23, 21).

. This fact, in turn, contributes useful elements for our spirituality:

* abundance of material goods is not a factor that ensurés happiness
(asceticism of the essential),

* the poor teach us to be satisfied with simple things;

* good company, welcome and hospitality are the values at the basis
of true joy.

. Three nuclei of missionary spirituality are at the root of joy and opti-
mism;

* God’s Kingdom goes ahead, despite limitations and sins;
* transmission of the faith brings with it a new freshness of the Spirit;

* one becomes aware of being God’s instruments in the work of sal-
vation.

. The living witness of the missionary provides a valid contribution for
nourishing the spirituality of our young people.

The conviction of being sent by God, of fulfilling a mission he
desires, of being in the presence of Christ:

*+ makes him optimistic even in the midst of difficulties and situa-
tions of injustice;

* makes him a man of hope, believing in things unseen:

* leads him to recognize positive elements rather than those which
are negative;

* leads him to discover the joy in the logic of the missionary men-
tality enshrined in the Magnificat: to meet expectations - “We have
waited for you for so long!” :
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The new missionary frontiers give rise to'a contagious enthusiasm (v
the zeal and excitement provoked by “Project Africa™).

“The characteristic of every authentic missionary life is the inner joy
that comes from faith” (RM 91).

. “A missionary is really such only if he commits himself to the way of

holiness” (cf. RM 90-91). And in the salestan tradition (Dominic
Savio) holiness gives rise to joy.

TH - SPIRITUALITY OF FRIENDSHIP WITH THE
LORD JESUS :

. “An essential characteristic of missionary spirituality is intimate com-

munion with Christ (RM 88)
+ sent hy the Father

+ who “experienced fully the human condition” (cf. RM 88; Phil
2,5-8).

. Experience of the love of Christ, a love expressed even to the com-

plete offering of himself on the cross, makes it impossible to keep
only for oneself the riches received, and demands their communica-
tion with others.

. Direct contact with the missions manifests the inexhaustible value

and newness of the gospel beatitudes, from which consecration and
mission draw their constant inspiration.

. Missionary expetience renders more intense the personal encounter

with Christ the Briend, Teacher and Saviour, and increases the joy of
proclaiming Jesus and the story of salvation.

. Living conlact with the missionary community manifests the unity

and universality of Christ, the greatest challenge and response for
men of all climes and cultures. It is the experience of the universality
of salvation in him.




6. The radical nature of the Gospel calls for radical options in life: the
mission “ad gentes” (lay and consecrated) is a vocation which offers
concrete possibilities for responding to this mternal demand of faith
(cf. GC23, 168).

7. Missionary spirituality is not merely human solidarity: Christ is- the
foundation of solidarity. Without evangelization, without prayer, there
can be no mission,

8. Prayer is revealed as a par.ticulaf element of communion with all
Christ’s faithful wherever they are scattered and of an authentic
missionary spirituality.

9. Living expressions of prayer in missionary countries (with their
characteristics of jov, vitality, dancing and the full expression of one’s
own being) foster relationship with Christ through a kind of prayer
closely linked with daily life.

10. “The missionary experiences the consoling presence of Christ, who
is with him at every moment of life, ... and who awaits him in the
heart of every person” (RM 88).

IV - SPIRITUALITY OF ECCLESIAL COMMUNION

1, Since the Council, a line of theological reflection has developed
which emphasizes that the whole mystery of the Church is contained
in each particular Church, provided it does not isolate itself but
remains in communion with the universal Church and becomes
missionary in its own turn (Cf. RM 48-49).

2. Interest and help for newly founded Churches, on the part of
“Christian communities with adequate and solid ecclesial structures”
(RM 33), gives to the latter by return new lifeblood, generating
enthusiasm and a new freshness; “Faith is strengthened when it is
given fo others!” (RM 2).

39



3

40

“Every Church is missionary by its very nature... Faith must always
be presented as a gift of God to be lived out in community (families,
parishes, associations) and to be extended to others by witness in
word and deed” (RM 49).

. Salesian tradition is “catholic” in the sense of having a worldwide

outlook. In this context mediation is provided by the figure of the
Pope as centre of unity (Cf. CG23, 172).

+ The spirituality of Don Bosco recognizes the dominion of Christ as
Lord and the urgent need of proclaiming the fact to all.

+» The preparation of the first missionary expedition had all the zest
and excitement of a great religious and ecclesial adventure (Cf.
GC23, 172),

V - SPIRITUALITY OF RESPONSIBLE SERVICE

. The missionary experience of young people (cf. GC23, 100);

+ the salesian missionary mentality envisages young people as both
active and passive subjects of missionary aclivity;

+ it opens the way to reciprocal activity, because it intends that each
young person has both the right and the duty to evangelize others;

+ it provides a specific synthesis of salesian spirituality because it
gathers under the one commitment to being missionaries the
multiple activities that characterize the interpersonal relationships
of the young. '

. The missionary mentality and outlook prompts young people to be-

come leaders and accept responsibility.

Experiences of missionary service, which put the young in contact
with existential situations that can be very disagreeable, compel them
to seek true and rich responses of faith and to make meaningful op-
tions for the Kingdom (in the professions, in raising a family, in the
use of free time, etc.).




.3. Volunteer missionary work leads to a better understanding of the
continuity of commitment in time, the need for staying freely with
and accompanying needy people, beginning with those of one’s own
neighbourhood.

The mentality for voluntary work generated by salesian spirituality:

+ adds enrichment through:
* the ability to transform life and society by apparently weak
means;
* the well-founded hope based on Christian love for solving prob-
lems.
* it exploits:
* the human person as the indispensable agent in all activity for
education and development;
* the linkage and exchange of riches between Christian communi-
-ties realized through volunteer work, which constitutes the “hu-
man” bridge which makes reciprocal relationships possible.

4. The commitment of service is the culmination of the process of edu-

cation to the faith foreseen by salesian youth pastoral work, and when
it has been infected by missionary experience it renders evangeliza-
tion more concrete.
In many areas of society, the first proclamation of Christ and/or pas-
toral care are the task of lay people who, when professionally pre-
pared, bear witness to their faith in their particular field of compe-
tence, This is the “new evangelization™ (cf, RM 32.33), and this is the
vocation of the Salesian Cooperator who acts in the world as a good
Christian to transform it into God’s Kingdom.

5. Experiences of missionary service constitute a particular vocational
process open to all members of the Salesian Family. “There is
something about that word “missionary” that takes us to very roots of
the faith and makes us understand more explicitly the true signi-
ficance of our salesian vocation” (E. VIGANO, ACG 336, 4).
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