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DIREZIONE GENERALE OPERE DON BOSCO

Via della Pisana 1111 - 00163 Roma

The General Councillor for Formation

Rome, 20 December 2011

Prot. 11/0645
To the Rev.
Provincial Delegate for Formation

For information
To the Rev.
Father Provincial
Subject: Issues for the Provincial Delegate for Formation and the Commission for 2012

Rev and Dear Fr Delegate,

                                  After the annual meetings of the  Regional Commissions for Formation, as is now quite usual,  I am informing you about some of the issues that you should consider, together with the Provincial Commission for Formation, and also with the Provincial and his Council for the year 2012.

Some are for the attention of the whole Congregation as indicated in the Project of the Rector Major and his Council for animation and government. There are others which regard the specific programme of your Province and Region, on the basis of your planning  programme.

1. The progress of the Congregation
As a Congregation, in this  period, we have a twofold objective which regards the assessment of intellectual formation and Salesian personal accompaniment.
* Those Provinces which want to send in their suggestions with regard to “Assessment and proposals regarding intellectual formation in initial formation,” a working hypothesis  presented at the meeting of the Regional Commission for  Formation, should do so by 31 May 2012.

* Those Provinces which want to send in their observations about “Criteria and norms for Salesian personal accompaniment”, a working hypothesis  which will be sent in the course of the year, can do so  by 31December 2012.

2. The progress of the Region and of the Province
The Regions are committed to helping the Provinces to draw up a programme for affective maturity and formation to chastity, according to the guidelines offered in number 408 of the Acts of the General Council, and at the same time to the implementation of the “Criteria and norms” for the discernment of candidates, of prenovices and in general of all those in formation.

In addition, the Provinces have become more aware of the care to be given to Salesian Brothers  and to Salesian Priests in the “quinquennium”, which is the first stage of ongoing  formation. In this case too the Regional Commissions for Formation are assisting the Delegates in identifying the best ways for the Provinces to proceed in this regard.

It is also important that each Region and Province reflects on its own problem areas regarding initial and ongoing formation, bearing in mind what the Rector Major is asking for in the letter  regarding the inculturation of the charism and therefore regarding formation, which is at the service of the charism.

3. Information
In January 2012 we shall have the approval of the Revision of the “Ratio” regarding the initial formation of the Salesian Brother, which has benefitted from a previous consultation in the Provinces.

We shall also have the approval of the “Elements for Salesian missionary formation”, which have been examined by the Sector for the missions as well as by our Sector for formation.

4. Congregational  meetings
On 21-25 March in Rome we shall be having a meeting of the   Principals of Salesian Centres of Philosophical Studies and of those in charge of postnovitiate studies in order to study the Decree regarding the reform of philosophical studies in Pontifical Faculties and in Seminaries, published by the  Congregation for Catholic Education.

On 6-8 November 2012 we shall be having a meeting of the   Principals of Salesian Centres of Theological Studies and of those in charge of studies in communities for the specific formation of Salesian clerics, in order to study together with the Faculty of Theology of the UPS, some theological issues and the proposal for the curriculum of studies.

I thank you already for your collaboration, and send you my best wishes in Don Bosco.

Fr Francesco Cereda

