Information about the Social Communication Department

Rivitalisation from within
1. Procedures or actions undertaken In Europe or in the Regions in  2009-2010

ANIMATION

Reflection and discussion on PE

· In all the meetings organised by the SC Department and also in those to which invited, we have spoken and shared ideas about PE
, devoting more time and effort in preparation for the European meetings.

· Meetings held have been at European level, involving the three Regions, trying to initiate relationships and reflection on topics concerning  a European mind-set and the centrality of consecration for the common mission.

INFORMATION

The site of the Direzione Generale, www.sdb.org, dealing with PE. 

· Since June 2009 available on the site www.sdb.org there is an area, indicated by an appropriate icon, containing the documents and the minutes regarding the Project for Europe.

· Since July 2010 available on the site there are articles and reflections by high quality authors who contribute information and serious ideas about European culture.

BS supporting PE. 

· The European meeting of the BS held in Munich in Bavaria (2009.05.10-13), aimed at providing support for the PE trying to find the appropriate means to make it known. European BS editors  were invited to reflect and to exchange articles on some topics which are a challenge to our presence in Europe as educators, evangelisers, communicators. Subjects identified were inter-culturation, relativism, secularism, Islam, nihilism, the loss of status  of pubic institutions and personalities. The editors were to present and exchange  among themselves articles experiences providing information about PE in all its stages or aspects. 

ANS at the service of  the PE.

· In addition to reporting twice a year on the occasion of the meeting of the Commission for the Project for Europe, ANS has asked each Province to appoint a reference person for the Project for Europe, who in close collaboration with the Provincial Delegate for SC, should keep the confreres well-informed about what is happening and be in contact with ANS and with the site of the Direzione General to ensure a wider diffusion of information, both in Europe and at world level. 

· The Provincial reference person has been asked to send to the CS Department (ANS and BS) material and information about what is being done about the PE and, at the same time, keep the confreres in the Province aware of what the Congregation and the other Provinces in Europe are doing.

· ANS is already engaged in encouraging its European correspondents to collaborate  for the PE. For example they have been asked to send material about the more significant conclusions of the various Provincial Chapters.

· To involve the confreres and to have a common image  there was a competition for the  logo for the PE which was well supported. After the selection of the three winning logos having consulted experts and others the Commission arrived at its final decision using the logo of the Direzione Generale with the addition underneath of: Salesians of Don Bosco, Project for Europe.

PRODUCTION – BUSINESSES
Centres of multimedia production
· At Bratislava there was a meeting of the centres of production radio, video and television. Taking part were representatives of Missioni Don Bosco, ANS, TV Lux, TV Noè, radio and multimedia production groups in order to examine methods for short  interviews and videos to be distributed in various ways across Europe. Present at this meeting were SDB, FMA and laity experts in the field of SC.

Publishing Houses
· Their role in the PE ought to be to create, undertake initiatives, promoting a European Christian Salesian culture in society and for the young (education, evangelisation, ministry).

1.2. Difficulties met in Europe  or in the Regions in  2009-2010

· Lack of information, communication and awareness on the part of Salesians  regarding the PE.

· Lack of cultural openness and acceptance by some SDB who need to change their attitude.

· Reduction of the implementation of the PE to the simple arrival of Salesians and to Regional and Provincial restructuring
· Similar difficulty of openness and cultural - charismatic adaptation both on the part of those who arrive and those who welcome them. 

1.3. Procedures or actions to be proposed  for Europe of for the Regions for 2011-2012?

· Considered the nature of the PE, a project of life and of hope and not only piece of news or an event, the distinction needs to be made between “information and communication” and their integration.
· Faith in the call of God to act in a prophetic manner is the conviction in the “priority”
 of the PE at this moment in the history of salvation for the poorest young people requires conviction, passion and personal involvement, and it is only in this way that one can  “communicate a project of life” after which comes information about what one loves, one hopes, one believes, and one does. Information alone does not set the life of a confreres on fire, it does not re-vitalise a vocation, nor stimulate a more  generous gift of oneself to the Mission. The Provincial Reference Person and the Delegates for SC provide information about what is being communicated in each Province. The Department for SC provides information for Europe and the Congregation.

· ANS will encourage a more frequent net-work communication especially through You Tube and other digital means, with the collaboration of the Provincial Reference Persons and the Delegates for SC, with these or other similar subjects: what do the Salesians have in mind regarding Europe; the ‘good news” of the PE; what people think about DB/ Preventive System; what do the young expect from the Salesians. 

· Activities at European level: an international multimedia camp (France,  Czech Rep., Slovakia, Italy, Portugal, Spain, Poland) a type of Fest-Clip; giving positive messages about PE; circulating a video in various ways among SDB which presents PE; mini-video on spirituality.

· Continuing with meetings of Delegates for SC, businesses and BS at European level and holding a meeting for the European reference persons with ANS.

� Meetings organised  in Europe by the Department for Social Communication in 2009 – 2010: World Consultative Committee  for  SC, Madrid, 22-26.02.2009; Provincial Delegates  for SC Italy Middle East Region, Rome, 06-08.03.2009; Editors of the BS in Europe, Munich, 10-13.05.2009; Editors of the BS in the Rest of the World, Rome, 17-20.05.2003; Provincial Delegates for SC Iberian Region, Barcelona, 16-19.10.2009; European Publishing Houses, Barcelona, 3-8.02.2010; Invited to Provincials’ Meeting West Europe, Lyon, 03-04.03.2010; Meeting of Provincial  Delegates  for SC in Europe, Lyon, 07-10.03.2010; Web Master, Córdoba, 07-09.05.2010; Radio, TV, Multimedia SDB - FMA, Bratislava, 13-16.05.2010; Publishing Houses (Madrid, Lisbon, Paris, Bonn), Madrid, 28.05.2010.
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