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“alberto marvelli: an example of holiness for the alumni of don bosco”
INTRODUCTION:    HOLINESS FLOURISHED IN AN ORATORY.
The holiness of Francesco Marvelli (1918-1946), flourished in a family with deep Christian values, grows and evolves in harness with the Salesian family. A flourishing oratory in his parish at Rimini, held by Salesians and dedicated to Our Lady Auxiliary, is attended by almost all young people in town. Alberto joins the Italian Catholic Young Men Association of “Don Bosco Club” and diligently attends the Oratory. Its education, added to his own family training, will influence his spiritual and apostolic life. In the Salesian circle a feeling of religious fervour and deep spirituality is set up.  Salesians keep their own eyes on kids, liven up their games, lovingly correct them, prevent quarrels and disarray, establishing in the Oratory a joyful and eventful life. The pedagogical principle is: “Morally prevent the kids to sin”. Alberto’s human, spiritual and apostolic education comes from Salesians: they give credit to him, leading to his spiritual growth. At fifteen he is delegate of wannabes and counsellor in the oratory; he generously applies to other kids encouraging them to  good games and amusements and inducing them to friendship. He encourages their participation to the most important events of the oratory, for example offering sandwiches to all the kids after the Sunday Mass. Alberto prays and teaches catechism with zeal, charity, serenity, purity; he stands out among other kids for his natural goodness and good will.
On July 7th 1933 Pope Pius XI proclaims the heroic virtues of Domenico Savio deeply affecting young Alberto’s soul. On December 8th 1934 he writes on his Diary: “I have consecrated my heart to Immaculate Our Lady” and at Easter 1935: “Jesus, better to die than to sin”; a detailed plan of life follows those sentences, like Domenico Savio: from him Alberto borrows love for Eucharist and apostolic service and smile.
On these grounds Alberto will create a pattern of human and Christian growth that will lead him to the heights of an acknowledged Holiness. We want to point out four aspects of Alberto Marvelli’s holiness embellished with evidences from his Diary
.
1. A splendid example of secular Holiness.
The holiness of God’s sons and members of the Holy Church arises from consciousness that Christ defeated death. Since he was a boy Alberto is powerfully longing of holiness not only as a necessity of his soul, but also as an essential way for neighbor’s salvation. Besides his own family training he is enriched by his experience in the Salesian oratory and in Catholic Action at Rimini, where he puts on trial his apostleship. Alberto Marvelli stands out as a forerunner of Vatican Council II with regard to the role of laymen’s apostolate in the Church and the society.

A clear and accurate goal.
“To imitate the lives of Jesus and the saints must be the purpose” (January 1938).
“I proposed to reach today, at any cost, with the help of God, a sublime, beaming, precious, greatly desired but so long never reached goal. To be saint, apostle,  charitable, hard-working, pure, strong. Never idling. Is it presumption? Perhaps do I consider myself so strong to succeed in it? Lord, you know I can’t do anything by myself… I confide totally in your help and I will put on all  my strength of will”

 (Easter 1938).  

A persevering and determined path.

“Our improvements in spiritual life must be a continuous and determined climb, an amount of previous experiences and current grace that the Lord constantly lavishes. I must go further day by day, step by step, second by second, aspiring to reach the height, God” (March 21st 1939).
“No halfways…The road to Christian perfection is hard, but with the help of God nothing is impossible” (Easter 1935).
A precise style: a strong-minded intelligence and an intelligent will.

“To fix one’s position, just like when one is sailing. It is the same for spiritual life. Once in a while checking expressions of our thinking morally and physically. To ascertain where we are, if we have proceeded or we have regressed, regaining vigorously our energies to reach the goal that the Lord entrusted: mankind’s salvation” (September 18th 1938).
“I must get used to look over every single idea, studying, planning, rethinking. The Lord gave me intelligence, mind, will: I have to use them, to put them in action, otherwise they rust and get nothing” (August 23rd 1946).
2. His secret: an intense life of prayer.
God’s love is the power boosting such an energy, fuelled daily with prayer and holy communion; his Diary, issued after his death, shows his unrelenting and progressive growth in spiritual life, to reach the heights of mystics. He wrote: “Jesus asks me to climb, to ascend. I hunger for holiness through the life that the Lord has reserved for me”.

It points out how important is to care the pathway of faith, never to be given as expected. Nowadays too many pastoral and educational projects, ecclesiastical and social plans give as expected the event of faith. The authentic faith is not only a deep individual relationship with God, but it also has a basic and fundamental community component facing the prevailing individualism and self-referential attitude of these days. To involve young generations, challenging and demanding pathways of faith have to be submitted, in order to overcome weakening interpersonal relationships and fainting of affiliation. We must be conscious that communion and unity of Holy Church arise from Eucharist. We must be conscious that through Eucharist we join Jesus Christ and we develop in unity. We must learn to appreciate this unity, defending it from quarrels and jealousy among communities.
Inner life and prayer: soul of Apostleship

It is useless claiming to be holy, apostles, to appear a productive worker, if one is unable to gather in meditation, running after any frivolous thinking, lacking of good spirit and sensitivity toward all spiritual, social, political, religious problems around us (August 23rd 1946).   
Silence is the best way to sanctify oneself, not to prattle, to commit less sins, to lower one’s pride, to practice humility and patience, to learn to talk with God (September 18th 1938).
I wish my love for Jesus would not become a habit but a continuous asceticism toward a more perfect and deserving love for Jesus and God Father (March 1937).
A living and personal relationship with Jesus Eucharist.

Each time I  approach Holy Communion, each time Jesus enter me in his Divinity and Humanity, in touch with my soul, I am burning with holy intentions, a burning fire enters my heart, consuming me, but it makes me so happy. I feel an intense happiness mixed with just a bit of  sadness when I  think I  am not worthy of such an honour. Sometimes I don’t want to think of  it and then I give myself up to a close conversation with Jesus; my humanity disappears when I am so close to Him; all doubts vanish, perplexities go away, obstacles smooth over, sacrifices become joyful, troubles become pleasant. […] Jesus has covered me with His light surrounding me, I cannot see nothing but Him, think of nothing but Him, and I pray to prolong those moments, never vanishing at my eyes, always present to remind me my duties (February 1938).
Oh Jesus Eucharist, You said: “I have words of eternal life; those who eat my flesh and drink my blood will have life”. Make these sublime words be always before the eyes of my soul, that I always remind them, engraved in my mind as a steady guiding! (May 1937).
“Jesus is so good with me, everyday he comes to my heart, comforting and helping me. Jesus lives in me and I am so unwilling. Jesus is in my heart and often I forget. Jesus leaves Heaven to enter my worthless body, making it a holy and living tabernacle and I don’t appreciate His sacrifice. Jesus, give me Your will, Your firmness, Your immense love for men and their misery, Your total and supernatural sense of apostolate” (October 10th 1940).
3. His generous social and political care.
In September 1944 after his military discharge, Alberto goes back to Rimini concerned about the dramatic events of his town devastated by persisting war. Generously he dedicates to moral and material reconstruction of his town, holding several offices: head of Lodging bureau, town councillor, civil engineer, member of the local direction of the Christian Democratic Party; he becomes a personality, claimed by his fellow citizens. In 1945 he sets up the Diocesan Workers Society of Getsemani at Rimini; he is appointed Chairman of Catholic Graduates. His outstanding human and spiritual qualities, sincerely and naturally expressed, fascinated all those who entered in touch with him, regardless of their political opinion. In postwar Italy, he goes into politics, inspired by Christian values, candidate at local council in the Christian Democratic Party. He is a leader esteemed even by political opponents, because of his faith, the probity of his life, his social and political care. In politics he tests his faith and organizes hope, admirably matching people’s needs and gospel’s announcement.
A courageous and determined faith in politics and society.
“With God’s help I have made the decision to be as an example to my fellows and to defend my faith in every circumstance, always addressing my mind for the Glory of God” (May 1936).
“Everywhere I want to confess my catholic faith with my words and my actions, humbly but firmly. I don’t consider human respect as silly or restraining my freedom” (September 18th  1938).
“National and international law has to be established on Christian foundations. Gospel and Encyclical letters must become rules of lives for single men, nations, governments and world” (January 31st 1941).

4. A Salesian feature: a burning love for the poor.

On his grave Alberto is depicted at Rimini destroyed by war, offering his jacket to a poor boy, as a sign of his donation to Christ and to all of us. A young man, friend of youths, loving life, mankind and God. He is always present among kids, among poor and suffering people; a leading spirit at the oratory, fan of sports, hard working at school. Surprisingly Alberto in the shortness of his life, succeeded in carrying out such a wide and intense activity in diverse fields. He lavishes his particular apostleship  through personal contacts, lectures, lessons; he gives life to initiatives of charity and social assistance; he is a member of St. Vincent’s Society with the predilection for the poor and homeless. On Sundays he initiates the “Holy Mass for the poor”, including a peaceful dinner served by himself.
Marvelli’s testimony forces to encourage responsibility of all members of the People of God. It demands a deep turn of mind, since laymen are to be considered as co-responsibles for the essence and the acts of the Church, not as simple coworkers, in order to consolidate a conscious and mature laity: a dedication to charity making the announcement of Gospel credible and authentic, out of logics of power, hoarding, self-interest. The announced and lived Word becomes credible if it embodies in behaviours of solidarity, sharing, in acts showing Christ as the real Friend of mankind. May the daily and silent testimony of charity Alberto has lived and encouraged, expand more and more, so that those who live in suffering perceive Church close to themselves, and feel the merciful Love of the Father. Like Alberto we are requested to be as a good Samaritan healing corporeal and spiritual wounds of our brothers and taking care of old and new kinds of poverty.

A living and positive charity.

“I want my life to be an uninterrupted act of love, as St. Thomas says in his wonderful prayer. Love showing Faith, Love showing Charity, apostleship, sense of duty, longing of holiness” (February 26th 1941).
“You don’t waste your time if you spend it with children amusing them and making them better. Jesus Himself preferred them and kept close to them. Good words you would say to them, will never be enough” (September 18th 1938).

“I think of work of Missionaries…I would like to be with them doing what they do; I think  how many churches should be built up providing for all of them; I think of huge needs of poor people and how to give relief” (October 8th 1939). 
“ Help poor and derelict people materially and spiritually more than you can. May charity be the cornerstone of our life plan” (September18th 1938).
“The inexhaustible field of charity is a wonderful training to perfection for us and to apostleship for our  neighbours; charity encourages to emphasize real values of life, not only pursuing mundane wishes; it removes us from earthly things, reaffirming the Word of Christ: giving delights more than receiving; it makes you feel the haste of solving so many problems of social justice, […]”(From a letter to Marilena Aldè September 26th 1946).

CONCLUSION

Let’s receive with open arms this lesson of life and faith from Alberto Marvelli as an authentic example of an alumnus of Don Bosco, who put his short life in service of Christ and Gospel with a great enthusiasm and creativity, becoming an apostle for his fellows, generously answering yes to the Lord.
“ In five days I will be 21 years old: 21x365 = 7715 days; they are a lot; if I had done a single good action every day, so many I should have added! But I have not yielded all the gifts and talents Jesus gave to me” (March 16th 1939).
“Life is action, motion, and also my life must be a continuous and endless movement and action aiming at the only goal of mankind: to save his own and other people’s souls…I need air, space, unlimited skylines, bright and starry skies, immense oceans.” (October 8th 1939).
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