A Historical Outline of the Salesian Family

in Papua New Guinea and Solomon Islands

 
In 1976 when the Salesians celebrated their 25 years of presence in the Philippines. As a result of that celebration there was a growing desire among the Salesians to reach out by sending Filipino missionaries abroad. Earlier the province had sent Filipino missionaries to Thailand.
A few years later Fr. Egidio Viganò launched Project Africa for the whole congregation. 

Meanwhile Archbishop Virgil Copas, MSC had invited the Salesians in Australia to come and open a presence to his diocese in Kerema. The response to his insistent request was negative because the Australian province had just accepted as the missionary responsibility to start a work in Samoa.

Archbishop Copas, through the Apostolic Nuncio, had sent a invitation to Fr. Viganò for the Salesians to start a Salesian presence in Kerema. Fr. Viganò in turn, eventually asked the Philippine Province to take Papua New Guinea as its missionary responsibility.

Fr. Jose Carbonell, Provincial, sent the first Salesians in June 13, 1980. It was headed by Fr. Valeriano Barbero, together with Fr. Rolando Fernandez and Br. Joseph Kramar. They arrived in Port Moresby on June 13, 1980. The next day they proceeded to Araimiri. The Archbishop had already asked them to run the St. Peter's Vocational School for non-selected students. Later they were joined by Bros. Ramon dela Cruz, Levi Lanaria and Eriberto Cordon to form the first Salesian community in PNG!
In 1984 the Parish Church dedicated to Mary help of Christians in Araimiri was blessed by Archbishop Copas.

Since their arrival in Araimiri the Salesians have appealed for the help of sisters to take care of the girls. In 1987 the Caritas sisters from Korea responded to that appeal. Sr. Scholastica Pyo headed the group of five sisters. They went to Araimiri and took care of the girls as well as did pastoral work in the parish.

While passing through Port Moresby Archbishop Herman ToPaivu invited Fr. Carbonell to start a work in Port Moresby specifically to help the many non-selected boys who were just roaming aimlessly the streets of the capital. Already at that time it was felt that a house in Port Moresby would be important to support the work in the Gulf. So the invitation was accepted. In 1982 Fr. Joseph Savina and Oscar Zamora arrived in Port Moresby. They stayed above the Family Life Office in Boroko while looking for a site for the future school. The Archdiocese of Port Moresby had already offered a lot in Gabutu but it was found too small for a school. When an additional adjoining area was acquired the offer was accepted and construction started. Finally Don Bosco Technical School opened its doors to the first batch of students in 1985. Fr. Joseph Savina (Rector), Fr. Angelo Fazzini, Fr. Ramon Taniola, Br. Alfred Maravilla and Br. Ronald Vidal formed the pioneer community.
In 1984 Fr. Egidio Viganò came to visit the communities in Araimiri and Port Moresby.

In the meantime Archbishop Albert Bundervoet, MSC of Rabaul sent an invitation to the Salesians to start a similar school to help the non-selected students of East New Britain. In 1985, Fr. Lazaro Revilla, Provincial, sent Fr. Zamora and Br. Kramar were sent to Rabaul to help in St. Martin’s Vocational Centre for boys at Vunapope. In the meantime they were also to scout for a suitable site for a school. Fr. Revilla was keen in starting a presence in Rabaul in view of vocations but difficulties in find a suitable place delayed the start of a presence there.  Later Fr. Francesco Panfilo, Provincial, sent Fr. Peter Zago. However, it was only in 1989 that a suitable place with drinking water was found. Construction then started. Vunabosco Agro Technical School opened in 1990. Fr. Peter Zago, Bros. Joseph Kramar, Ramon dela Cruz and Tony Hopida formed the pioneer Salesian community.
In February 1988 to commemorate the centenary of Don Bosco’s death Archbishop Kurongku blessed and laid the foundation stone in Gabutu of the Chapel in honour of our father and founder, the first to be built in his honour in PNG.

 

In 1989, Fr. Valeriano became the parish priest of Mary Help of Christians Parish in Ihu and thus expanded the Salesian services in the Gulf.

In 1992 Fr. Felix Furlan formed the Don Bosco Past Pupils Association and organised the first homecoming in Gabutu.

On May 24th, 1993, Br. Simon Naime, a past pupil of Araimiri, made his religious profession as the first Papua New Guinean Salesian.

In the meantime Bishop Cesare Bonivento had invited the Salesians to run the agency school for boys that he wished to open. 1994 saw the rapid expansion of the Salesians in the country. That year Fr. Luciano Capelli, Provincial, sent Fr. Angelo Fazzini to Vanimo to start the work there. Later he was joined by Fr. Arthur Olazo, Brs. Roberto Bidana and Noel Sumagui forming the first Salesian community of Don Bosco Technical Secondary School. 
In the same year, three year the invitation of Bishop William Kurtz to start a vocational school in his diocese was also accepted. Fr. David Buenaventura and Br. Ramon de la Cruz were sent to Kundiawa to look for a possible site for an agency vocational school for Year 10 school-leavers boys and girls. Later, in 1996, the first batch of students of Don Bosco Tech was welcomed by the first Salesian community: Fr. Joseph Savina, Angelo Fazzini and Bro. Joseph Kramar.  
In the meantime the offer to Archbishop Peter Kurongku to entrust to the Salesians a part of the parish of Christ the King was accepted in 1995. Fr. Dennis Meim was then appointed as the parish priest of the new parish of Mary Help of Christians. In July 28 of the same year Fr. Viganò approved the setting up of the Provincial Delegation of PNG and Fr. Valeriano was appointed as the first Delegate. 

In 1995, during his second visit to PNG to beatify Peter ToRot Pope John Paul II was given the ecclesiastical welcome at the Parish of Mary Help of Christians, in the Chapel of Don Bosco Gabutu. That same year the land offered by the Archdiocese of Port Moresby in East Boroko for technical teachers college was accepted. 
That same year the Japanese province accepted the Solomon Islands as its missionary responsibility. Fr. Francis Mizobe, Provincial, sent Fr. Pedro Balcazar and Br. Francis Tanaka to start the Salesian presence in Christ the King parish, Tetere. Later they would be joined by Fr. Ambrose Pereira who was tasked to head the Catholic Communications Office for the Catholic Church in the Solomon Islands. 

The Caritas sisters too decided to start a presence in Port Moresby. In 1995 Srs. Stella An and Clare Moon opened the doors of Caritas Technical Secondary School to the first batch of girls. 

In 1996 the foundation stone for the new delegation house was also laid and blessed in East Boroko. At the same time construction of the aspirantate in the same property begun.
 

The Salesians had long desired to start accepting local vocations. There had been several initiatives in the past. Fr. Felix Furlan recruited from among the students of Gabutu and sent the first batch of aspirants to Canlubang in the Philippines. Fr. Eduardo Revilla also sent aspirants to Chanel College. In the meantime the Salesians continue to have some candidates in Gabutu. In 1995 Fr. Alfred Maravilla was appointed to take care of the Aspirants. Two were sent back from the Philippines, 1 from Araimiri, 1 adult vocation and 2 from Vunabosco. They were housed in the former house of the Caritas Sisters in Gabutu. Fr. Valeriano blessed the residence. It was called Savio Haus because it was hoped that St. Dominic Savio would be the model and inspiration of every aspirant. In 1997, the new building in Boroko east was ready. Fr. Alfred Maravilla and Br. Simon Naime together with 10 aspirants formed the first community of the Savio Haus. Some aspirants continued to study while others took up courses in UPNG and Business College. Today the Salesian charism is slowly taking root in PNG. There are 1 perpetually professed brother and 5 in their initial vows and two novices. 
In February 15, 1999 Don Bosco Technological Institute opened its doors to the first batch of students, among them also the aspirants. Fr. Arnold Sanico, Fr. Agustin Miciano and Br. Ramon dela Cruz composed the first Salesian Community. 

 

On August 9, 1999 the Delegation experienced the death of one of its pioneer Salesian, Fr. Joseph Savina.

In January 2001 the first batch of the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians arrived in Port Moresby to help in Don Bosco Technological Institute. Srs. Fely Boado, Pamela Vicina and Rica ___ made up the first community of Salesian sisters in PNG. In 2002 a new community started a presence in Tapini High school.
During his Extra-ordinary Canonical visitation in 1998 Fr. Joaquim D’Souza exhorted the Salesians to make an effort to form other branches of the Salesian family especially the Cooperators and the Association of Mary Help of Christians (ADMA). Actually some form of the Association already existed for sometime in the Gulf however there was a need to liaise with the Association’s headquarters (the Primaria) in the Basilica of Mary help of Christians in Valdocco. In 2000, after a series of formation sessions with Fr. Alfred Maravilla, upon approval of the Primaria in Valdocco, the Association of Mary Help of Christians in Gabutu was canonically erected and  the members were inducted.
In 2002 the first group of Salesian Cooperators were inducted in Murray Barracks, Port Moresby. They had previously undergone over a year of formation meetings with Fr. Alfred Maravilla who was in constant contact with the Cooperators’ Council in Manila. In 2004 the second batch of Cooperators started their formation meetings with Fr. Roger Miranda in Kumgi.

In July 2001 Fr. Francesco Panfilo was appointed Bishop of the Diocese of Alotau-Sideia, Milne Bay Province. He received episcopal consecration on September 8, 2001. Fr. Francis Gustilo, Provincial, then appointed Fr. Barbero to replace Fr. Panfilo as delegate. That same year, Fr. Sylvester Casaclang was called to be at the service of the Bishops' Conference of PNG and the Solomon Island as National Chaplain of the Youth. 

The Salesians in the Solomon Islands had, in the meantime, been searching for a place in Honiara. The search for a possible site for a school finally ended with the acquisition of a property in front of the airport at Henderson. On the 9th September, 2000 Don Bosco Technical School opened its doors to the first batch of boys.

In 2002, the Bishop’s Conference entrusted to the Salesians the administration of the Liturgical Catechetical Institute in Goroka. Fr. Alfred Maravilla was appointed director. Together with Br. Ramon de la Cruz they made up the small Salesian community in Goroka.

 

In September 2004 the Delegation House in Boroko East was finished in time for the Missions Seminar attended by members of the Salesian Family in the South Pacific. On September 8, the corner stone for the Church in honour of Mary Help of Christians ws blessed and dedicated by the Apostolic Nuncio Archbishop Adolfo Tito YIIana. 

 

In January 30th 2005 the first noviciate in the country began as part of the Savio House Community with Fr. Luciano Odorico as the Rector and master of the Novices assisted by Fr. Juan Bosco Jimenez. 
The Salesians of DBTI formed a separate community composed by Fr. Roger Miranda, Alex Garces, Valeriano Barbero and Bros Jesus Garcia and Casper Charles. 
On April 1st 2005 Fr. Pascual Chavez transferred the communities and Tetere and Henderson Honiara of the Solomon Islands to be part of the PNG delegation.
It is said that what is past is prologue.  If that is true, then the Salesian history of the past twenty five years in Papua New Guinea and ten years in the Solomon Islands augurs well for the future.  The growth of the Salesian Family in Melanesia is a gift from God

Great things have been accomplished in Papua New Guinea and Solomon Islands.  Greater challenges lie ahead. The future is in the hands of our loving and merciful God.  He is the source of all confidence. 

Silver Jubilee Prayer

God of grace and history,

We call on you as we celebrate 25 years 

of Salesian presence in Papua New Guinea.

We remember the past with gratitude. We thank you for all that you have allowed us to accomplish: for the countless youth who have been evangelised and educated; for the poor who had the Good News preached to them; for the growth of the Salesian Family; and for  journeying with us every step of the way.

Love ever faithful, total and freely bestowed, 

we acknowledge too our weaknesses and shortcomings; our lack of pastoral zeal and inventiveness; 

and  our lack of coherence of life. 

We beg your forgiveness so that, with humbled hearts, we may be 

renewed by your merciful and redeeming love.

God of grace and history, walk with us further, so that we may look forward to the future with enthusiasm, courage and commitment to find new and meaningful ways to evangelise and educate the young, 

especially those who are poorer, thus keeping alive the memory and prophetic presence of Don Bosco in our country.

Stay with us Lord, so that, strengthened by the Eucharist we daily celebrate, our communities may become sources of vocational invitation, schools of spirituality and centres of communion and animation 
for all those who share with us Don Bosco’s spirit and mission 

May your grace Father, keep us docile to the biddings of the Spirit, faithful to our Salesian charism, committed to rejuvenate the face of our local Church, devoted to Mary Help of Christians and bound to the ways of Jesus your Son, who is Lord forever and ever. Amen.
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