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Subject: Qualification of the confreres

Dear Fr Provncial,

                                  I send you my very best wishes for the Easter Season. 

In his letter For you I study (ACG 361) Fr Vecchi invited every Province to have a plan for the qualification of the confreres. Our Ratio 2000 presents the need for the qualification of all the confreres and to this end requires a new Provincial plan as an integral part of the Provincial Formation Plan. Then the  GC 25 asks Provinces to ensure the qualitative consistency of the communities, that is to guarantee in the communities the presence of qualified confreres; this requires making provision for their specialisation.

With this letter I want to draw to your attention some priorities and some new opportunities regarding the qualification of the confreres.

1. New Licence in Canon Law
On the occasion of the reform of the Faculties of Canon Law, promoted by the Congregation for Catholic Education of the Holy See, following the invitation of the Rector Major our Faculty at the UPS has revised its curriculum. More emphasis has now been given in it to those aspects which have greater relevance to us as Salesians: law regarding religious, law regarding families and minors, law regarding associations of lay people, administrative law. This specialised course lasts three years. It is addressed not only to the Salesian Family but also to the whole Church.

It is important that in every Province there are some confreres with expertise in canon law, especially in those areas that refer to the vitality of our charism. At the same time we are aware that in the Faculty of Canon Law at the UPS there are no students from our Provinces. It therefore seems necessary to prepare confreres in this field.

Some times lack of attention to law studies can lead to the absence of a sense of due formality or to improvisation in making decisions. I therefore invite you to consider within the Provincial plan for the qualification of the confreres the area of canon law as fundamental and to send to our University some confreres to obtain this specialist qualfication.  
2. Licence in Spiritual Theology in the field of Salesian Studies 

Bearing in mind the Project of the Rector Major and his Council for the six year period 2002 - 2008, throughout the Congregation one sees increasing attention being given to charismatic identity and a great interest in going more deeply into Salesian history, spirituality, pedagogy and pastoral practice.

Responding to the request of the Rector Major and to the needs of the Congregation, the Faculty of Theology of the UPS is completing a revision of its curriculum for the Licence in Spiritual Theology in the field of Salesian Studies. The new two-year course will begin in the academic year 2005 - 2006. It will be useful for the preparation of teachers and researchers in Salesian studies, preachers of retreats and days of recollection, Rectors of communities.

This form of specialisation is characterised by its offering a more solid arrangement in the presentation of spiritual theology in its various aspects: biblical spirituality, history of spirituality, liturgical spirituality, fundamental spiritual theology, anthropology and psychology of the spiritual life, spiritual direction and spiritual discernment.

In addition is provides a more explicitly Salesian historical and spiritual background through some specific courses:  Salesian spirituality from an historical point of view; Salesian spirituality in practice, the spirituality of Don Bosco, history of the Congregation and of Salesian Work, the history and spirituality of St Francis of  Sales, Don Bosco’s place in history, sources for Salesian history, pedagogy and spirituality, Salesian pedagogy and communication, youth spirituality, the history and spirituality of the Salesian Family.

3. New Licence in Pastoral Theology in the field of biblical and liturgical Pastoral practice.
With the academic year 2005 - 2006 in the Faculty of Theology at the UPS there will be a new Licence in Pastoral Theology in the field of biblical and liturgical pastoral practice. It will be a two year course. As well as a preparation to teach pastoral theology, it provides preparation for  liturgical animators and those involved in the biblical apostolate. On the web pages regarding formation, on the site of the Direzione Generale www.sdb.org, it is already possible to find information about the curriculum.

I remind you that enrolment has now begun for the Updating  Course for missionaries, to be held at the UPS between September and December 2005. Plans are already in hand for the Updating  Course for formation personnel to be held at the UPS from the middle of February until the end of May 2006; by means of this course a number of Provinces are providing updating for all the formation  personnel in their formation communities.

Thanking you and with heartfelt best wishes,
In Don Bosco










Fr Francesco Cereda
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