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DIREZIONE GENERALE OPERE DON BOSCO

Via della Pisana 1111 – 00163 ROMA

The General Councillor for Formation

Rome, 27 July 2005

Prot. 05/0650

Rev. Fr Provincials,
Provincial Delegates for Formation,

Rectors of Formation Communities,

Directors of Study Centres

Subject: Guidelines regarding Salesian studies in initial formation

Dear Frs Provincials, Delegates, Rectors and Directors,

                                                                                       Taking as its starting point the  Ratio and the Project of the Rector Major and his Council for the years 2002 - 2008, the Formation Department has been considering the difficulties encountered in providing Salesian studies during initial formation and has tried to produce a specific programme for each phase.

In the first place an initial proposal was prepared. Then the Regional Formation  Commissions and some experts were consulted, and these expressed overall agreement and made some suggestions. Now I am in the position to be able to present to the whole Congregation the “Guidelines regarding Salesian studies in initial formation,” which have been approved by the Rector Major and the General Council in a session held today. They remain ”ad experimentum” until July 2009.

* The starting point for these “Guidelines” is what is written in Appendix 3 of the “Ratio” with regard to Salesian subjects. The points made in this appendix have been indicated here as courses of lessons, according to an academic approach by title, content and method. The contents of the various courses are in continuous sequence and  are not repeated in the various phases.

* Compared with the “Ratio” there are some changes. The study of the “Memoirs of the Oratory” is considered more suitable for the novitiate and the study of the “History of the Congregation and  of Salesian Work” has been moved to the postnovitiate. In addition the need is felt to add a course on an  “Introduction to the study of Salesian sources” and one in “Salesian Hagiography.” Finally it is thought more useful to prepare a single programme for the specific formation of the Salesian priest and the Salesian brother.
* The sources to be used in the various courses are indicated. They have been distributed in such a way that the most important ones become known. In fact it is not possible to have a good Salesian preparation without drawing directly on the sources.. Often critical editions and good introductory studies of the source material already exist, and these are noted.

* Presented as texts, that is as academic course manuals to be used by the students are some studies that are well worth pointing out to the whole Congregation. For those courses for which such texts do not exist, it is hoped that these will be produced later.

* When there are no texts, some background material to help in the teacher’s  preparation is  suggested as also for subsequent further study by the students. Those indicated are in Italian; but the teacher can also make use of those that will certainly exist in other languages. 

These “Guidelines” constitute a frame of reference for a progressive implementation. Situations in the Congregation are so varied that it will not be possible to implement everything that is proposed here everywhere. It is important to do well what one is in the position  to do, and bearing in mind the direction indicated, to take steps each year to make improvements. On the basis of these indications there will arise some options to be made which need to be implemented in the short and medium term.

OPTIONS  FOR THE PROVINCES AND THE  FORMATION COMMUNITIES

1. Qualification of teachers of Salesian studies

To carry out this programme, teachers need to be prepared. In the Regions courses should be held or updating courses organised for them. The new licence at the UPS in Spiritual Theology with a specialisation in “Salesian studies” is one opportunity for their qualification.

2. Translation of sources and texts

This programme indicates those sources and texts of which the translation into the main languages needs to be undertaken, according to the decision the Rector Major and the General Council already took in  July 2004.
3. Study of Italian

Salesian sources are in Italian, as is also a considerable part of Salesian literature ancient and modern. While it is the intention of the Rector Major and the Council to proceed with the translations, the fact remains that a knowledge of Italian puts one in the position to be able to read the sources and the studies in the original language. Therefore the point made in the Ratio about the study of this language by young Saleisans in formation (FSDB 156, 365) is very important; obviously such knowledge is indispensible for teachers of Salesian subjects.

4. Libraries of Salesian studies

In the  programme there are sources and texts for the individual subjects. It is a matter of suggestions that are incomplete since critical editions of sources and new studies are continually being produced. Therefore it is necesary to create libraries for Salesian studies and keep them uptodate.

5. Credits for courses of study

For the postnovitiate phase and that of specific formation it is required that the courses indicated be of at least two credits per term, that they be part of the academic timetable of the study centre, that they be taught by teachers from the centre, and that they be examination subjects. For the novitiate and prenovitiate phase, at present we are not able to indicate how many credits these courses should represent.

Thank you for your attention and for the efforts to implement these “Guidelines.” We believe that this can be a step forward that will find us better prepared for the  celebration of the Bi-centenary of the birth of Don Bosco in 2015. I take this opportunity to send you my heartfelt greetings.










Fr Francesco Cereda
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