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THE LOGO OF THE

HEADQUARTERS OF THE SALESIANS OF DON BOSCO
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Central Idea

DON BOSCO AND THE SALESIANS WALKING WITH THE YOUNG THROUGH THE WORLD

An overall description

The LOGO of the Salesians of Don Bosco is made up of two superimposed images: in the background a stylised “S” (Salesians) in white is formed within a sphere like a globe marked to the right and left by two cuttings between the hills/dunes    The second image is in the centre of the globe bridging the “S” road. This is an arrow pointing upwards resting on three perpendicular legs on top of which are three closed circles making a stylised image of three people: the first of these in the midde and taller than the others is the point of the arrow, and the other two beside it appear as it were to be embraced by the central figure. The three stylised figures with the arrow pointing upwards can also be viewed as a simple dwelling with a sloping roof (the arms) and with pillars holding it up (the bodies of the three people). 

In the colour version the logo is in the single colour, WARM RED (6%  cyan, 100% magenta, 82% yellow, 0 black). 

The meaning of the different elements

1 – Don Bosco, the Salesian and young people: 

In the three stylised figures can be seen: an adult warmly extending
his arms to the two youngsters standing beside him. This is Don Bosco with his special love for the young. In him all salesian educators who are continuing his mission.

2 – The salesian charism and the preventive system: 

These can be seen in the symbols of the road and the house. Don Bosco’s experience at the Oratory gave rise to the Preventive System: an educational journey (the road) and a familiar presence (the house), both of them characterised by Reason, Religion and Loving kindness (the three columns of the house). 

The background is also a heart covered by an “S”, elements that recall the pastoral zeal, the kindness, the optimism and the joy of the charism inspired by St Francis of Sales.

3 -  The salesian charism – relevant and world wide:

These aspects are represented in the background with the image of the globe. The salesian charism continues to be a valid response to the needs of youg people throughout the world, and so it is expressed in a variety of ways and is inculturated in different particular situations. 

[image: image4.png]



[image: image5.png]Ax

SALESIANI
DON BOSCO




VERSION WITH TEXT – SALESIANS OF DON BOSCO

The words underneath the logo, justified according to the widest part of the image, are in two lines: the first “SALESIANS” slightly covering the base of the stylised globe, the second “DON BOSCO”, underneath it, is the same width as the larger writing above. 

FONT used: “OPTIMA” (mac), in capital letters.


Its Inspiration
The main sources of inspiration for these elements are the articles in the SDB Constitutions: 7, 21 and 38-40: 

a) Don Bosco our model

“The Lord has given us Don Bosco as father and teacher. We study and imitate him, admiring in him a splendid blending of nature and grace.  He was deeply human, rich in the qualities of his people, open to the realities of this earth; and he was just as deeply the man of God, filled with the gifts of the Holy Spirit and living "as seeing him who is invisible". These two aspects combined to create a closely-knit life project, the service of the young.  He realized his aim with firmness, constancy and the sensitivity of a generous heart, in the midst of difficulties and fatigue.  "He took no step, he said no word, he took up no task that was not directed to the saving of the young... Truly the only concern of his heart was for souls." (C21). 

b) Presence among the young marked by reason, religion and loving kindness:

“Don Bosco has handed on to us his Preventive System as a means for carrying out our educational and pastoral service. "This system is based entirely on reason, religion and loving kindness."  Instead of constraint, it appeals to the resources of intelligence, love and the desire for God, which everyone has in the depths of his being. 

It brings together educators and youngsters in a family experience of trust and dialogue. Imitating God's patience, we encounter the young at their present stage of freedom.  We then accompany them, so that they may de​velop solid convictions and gradually assume the responsibility for the delicate process of their growth as human beings and as men of faith (C 38).


c) Active journey involving the young:  

“The practice of the preventive system demands a fundamental disposition on our part:  an empathy with the young and a will​ingness to be with them: "Here in your midst I feel completely at home; for me, living means being here with you". We are actively present among youth in brotherly friendship, helping them in their efforts to grow in what is good, and encouraging them to cast off every form of slavery, so that their weakness may not be overcome by evil. This presence affords us a true understanding of the world of the young and unites us with them in all the healthy aspects of their rest​less energy.

 (C 39).

d) A home to meet, for education and evangelization. 
“Don Bosco lived a pastoral experience in his first Oratory which serves as a model; it was for the youngsters a home that welcomed, a parish that evangelized, a school that prepared them for life, and a playground where friends could meet and enjoy themselves” (C 40).

e) Effectiveness of the salesian charism in the world and in history. “Our vocation calls us to be deeply united with the world and its history.  Open to the cultural values of the lands in which we work, we try to understand them and make them our own, so as to incarnate in them the message of the Gospel. The needs of the young and of working-class areas, the desire to work with the Church and in her name, inspire and shape our con​crete pastoral activity so as to bring about a more just world and one of greater brother​hood in Christ.”  (C 7).

The significance in relation to the  Coat of Arms

The work of combining these elements also reflects the desire to express and recall in modern day terms the elements in the Congregation’s Coat of Arms.

a) The shooting star, the large anchor, the inflamed heart represent the theological virtues of faith, hope and charity and can be imagined in the three cirles that represent the persons’ heads. Faith and the transcendent dimension are also present in the arrow that points upwards. Charity can be seen in the heart that is in the background, and its signifcance can also be seen in the colour red representing life and strength. 

b) The figure of St Francis of Sales as the Patron of the Society is present in the “S”. 

c) The wood refers to Don Bosco: Don Bosco is present in the central column  of the three persons, in a vital harmonious relationship with the youngsters.  

d) The high mountains indicate the heights of perfection to which the members should aspire: they are represented in the image of the road in the background, a path that traverses the slopes of the hills/dunes, towards the summit.

e) The palm and the laurel, with their stems linked together surrounding the shield  are symbols of the prize reserved for a life of virtue and sacrifice: the circular shape in the backgroud could give a hint of them as well as the open arms of the central figure. 

f) The motto Da mihi animas, caetera tolle, expresses every Salesian’s ideal and can be found in the figures of the design, especially that of Don Bosco who, with a pastor’s heart, wants to raise up the youngsters. 
 The process that produced the logo

The new logo is the result of combining two logos already established for years in some parts of the Congregation: the German logo and the Brazilian logo. 

The German Logo 
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The Brazilian Logo
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 The idea of combining the two came out of suggestions from an enquiry about the new logo conducted throughout the Congregation and from contributions by the General Council.

 The combination, besides profiting from the mutual enrichment of the elements, is intended to be an expression of communion and of intercultural dialogue.

The artistic work of combining the two was carried out by the designer Fabrizio Emigli, from the Litos Company, in Rome. 

The Social Communication Department 

Rome, 20 November 2003
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