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FRUITS OF THE PREVENTIVE SYSTEM

by Pascual Chávez Villanueva    

Xavier Ribas

(Barcelona 1958 – 1975)

Xavier grew up in a family where when he was home from school he gave a hand in the little family shop. When he was 15 he got to know the Salesian Youth Centre at Martí-Codolar and it soon became the focus of his growth as a person and as a Christian. Such is the formation potential of an oratory or of a group when they working as they should! Xavier, in fact, joined a formation group where he became aware of his Christian vocation and developed the desire to respond to it totally.  The result was a plan of life which in a short time helped him to take giant strides in the process of his spiritual development and maturity. 

On 19 July 1974, he writes in his diary: “My current task could be summed up like this: living my life in its various contexts (family, school, friends, my parents’ shop, the group) which requires faith... a commitment to daily prayer – which for me consists in reading the Word of God, praying for friends and relatives – and thinking about my life or some particular situation.” As one can see, a modern day version of Dominic Savio’s plan of life! Open to everyone! The group, in which he is the leader, encourages him to be more committed towards the little ones, and as a member of a social action group belonging to the Centre to devote his main efforts to a poor district. 

It is relatively easy to live the Christian faith within a formation group. It is more difficult to put it into practice in the family where relationships and trust are not without their difficulties for a teenager, and in a state school with companions not much interested in religion and with only a superficial faith. Xavier knows that he has to show himself to be a real Christian: it is hard work, but it is also stimulating. He decides to talk freely at home, to overcome his shyness at school and to get involved in social work, all in the name of Christ. And he says so loud and clear to everyone. Xavier’s is a normal life, but God makes His voice heard in it: “Looking at my life and without knowing why, since there is nothing special about it, it seems God has attracted me and called me; on my part I’m trying to follow his path in spite of the difficulties,” he wrote on 18/9/1974. This call becomes more urgent in a formation session in the summer of  1975: “I believe that Christ has called me; I’ve got to answer Him... If He were not with me I would be a poor lad, alone and ignorant… With His help I want to live more and more as a Christian... This is the purpose of my life.” (29/7/’75).

Xavier fully satisfied his desire for God’s fullness on 4/10/1975, feast of St Francis of Assisi. On his way back from a trip to the mountains with three friends, Xavier unexpectedly fell and died, and so entered the day of the Lord that has no end.
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