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FRUITS OF THE PREVENTIVE SYSTEM

by Pascual Chávez Villanueva    

SALVO D’ACQUISTO

Salvo is a significant fruit of the preventive system, a past-pupil of whom all past-pupils of the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians and of the Salesians may be justly proud. He was one of those who really was “an honest citizen and a good Christian.” As a citizen in the police force he served the State conscientiously and with dedication. As a Christian he rose to the heroic heights of offering his own life to save that of many others. His sacrifice brought him close to Christ, of whom Caiphas prophesied: “it is expedient for you that one man should die for the people” (Jn. 11,50), or the exclamation of Paul to the Romans: “No one dies for himself alone!” (Rom.14,7), and to the Corinthians: “One has died for all” (2Cor.5,14). Even his name seems to provide a prophecy about his life. For more details about this past-pupil I refer you to the article by Carmine De Biase, on page 20 of this issue. For myself, looking again at D’Acquisto from a pedagogical point of view the first thing that strikes me is that his seems to be a life summed up in one incident. That’s true, but there could certainly have been no heroism if there  hadn’t been a background of sound education that emphasised the great values of duty and sacrifice, essential elements in any education. So, if it is true that not all are called to martyrdom, it is equally true that we are all called to be prepared for it. Who would ever have thought that within that young man in uniform there was the hidden stuff of a hero? We know of other cases when as educators we feel frustrated by the situation which invites us to recognise and to develop the hidden talents of those we are called upon to educate. Once again it needs to be said that we are not simply what we are, but what we are called upon to become…

The past-pupil, military policeman Salvo D’Acquisto, could soon be beatified. 

HEROISM AND LOVE

by Carmine Di Biase

We are speaking about a past-pupil a military policeman who is striding towards the altars. His was not an extraordinary life, but there was one incident that threw a defining light on the whole of it. This was an heroic act of charity such as only the great saints can perform. An ordinary life therefore, which suddenly one day was to be transformed by an heroic act of sacrificial love: “There is no greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends”…

S

alvo D’Acquisto,  who was born in Naples on 17 October 1920 the first of five children and grew up in a loving family, soon came into contact with the salesian spirit. In fact he went to nursery school with the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians at Naples-Vomero. From there he went to the Salesian school in the same district where first of all he attended the fourth year of elementary school and then, in the year 1933-34, the first year of secondary school. He was a generous and thoughtful boy the result of his home life where he was brought up to be industrious and honest. This made him ready to help those at home as well as those at school. At 14 years of age he was a handsome boy, “«reserved, prudent, thoughtful», as his companions and his brother Alessandro remember him. His family and the salesian atmosphere are the two elements that after being further developed in the police force formed in young Salvo a character that was soon mature and ready for self sacrifice.

IN THE “carabinieri”

In 1939 his generous-mindedness led him to enrol in the Military Police Force, where he soon distinguished himself by his conscientiousness and his respectful attitude towards everyone, and, as General Caruso his first biographer writes, by his apparent need: “to help people, combining this expression of his love for God and his concern for his neighbour with the traditional qualities of the policeman: love for the Motherland, courage, a spirit of sacrifice and a sense of duty.”

In November 1940 he volunteered to go to Cyrenaica and stayed there until 1942, experiencing, as his mother observed, «a great desire well up inside him to sacrifice himself for the salvation of others.» It was his life’s wish. He himself wrote to his mother: “We have to conform ourselves to God’s will whatever the cost in suffering or sacrifice.» It was this conviction of his mature reflection that on the afternoon of  23 September 1943, near the Torre di Palidoro at the gates of Rome, led him to offer himself in order to save 22 hostages who had already begun to dig their own graves, where they would have been buried after being shot as a reprisal for what was considered a booby trap. He had been to communion that morning. Naples (as well as Palidoro), has dedicated a monument to him in the piazza della Carità now renamed after him.

TOWARDS THE ALTARS

About twenty years ago, aware of his sacrifice, the Church began through the military vicariate the canonical process for the beatification of this illustrious son of the Motherland and of the Church. Recently, it has become n. 198 among the “positiones” papers of the “Vatican Congregation for the Causes of Saints”. His «positio super vita, martyrio et fama martyrii» (that is the case regarding his life and martyrdom), the result of a painstaking enquiry carried out by the postulator the Jesuit Paolo Molinari with the help of Professor Peter Gumpel, an expert in these matters, was submitted seven years ago to the Vatican Congregation with responsibility for these things. In addition, four years ago, a “supplementary petition”, indicated «with absolute clarity that Salvo D’Acquisto should be considered a martyr of charity.» John Paul II himself, on 9 April 1983, spoke of him as a «shining example of self denial and of sacrifice. . 

IN GOOD COMPANY

In short, in Salvo D’Acquisto we are dealing with one of the “martyrs” of the Church; a point of view that the Salesians in Vomero have always sustained, in particular in the Past-pupils’ Association which since 1981 has been named after the Policeman martyr. When Father Molinari presented the latest petition for the beatification of Salvo the Church in Naples endorsed this point of view which has the agreement and the support of many of the citizens and civil authorities including the Mayor Rosa Russo Iervolino and the former President of the Republic Oscar Luigi Scalfaro, Antonio Bassolino, President of the Region of Campania and highly placed representatives of the  Military Police. The participation of the pupils of the Salesian Institute with the Rector  Fr Antonio D’Angelo and the Headteacher Fr Nicola Pecoraro at the Mass in the church of St Clare’s on 24 September 2003 was deeply felt and moving. It is here the body of Salvo has lain since 1986, transferred after he was declared a Servant of God in 1985. Cardinal Giordano celebrated the Mass and described in detail the dedication and sacrifice of Salvo, who was presented by the military chaplain as the  “model of the military policeman for every age.”

An indication of the extent of the veneration enjoyed by the young hero is the fact that hundreds of streets, barracks, squares and schools throughout Italy have been named after him; as well as the four films made about him, in addition to the tv drama screened in September 2003; all of which have made his a well known name. The Salesians too have given prominence to him through civil and religious conferences and meetings devoted to the memory of this past-pupil already honoured in the press and soon to be raised to the honours of the altar. We are eagerly awaiting the proclamation of the holiness of our Salvo, a “martyr of charity” like   Maximilian Kolbe, the Slovak Akpor, Maria Goretti, and dozens of others. The whole Salesian Family in its many educational branches waits for his beatification in order to propose him as a living example to the young people of today.   ♥  
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