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FRUITS OF THE PREVENTIVE SYSTEM

by Pascual Chávez Villanueva    

PETER PERCUMAS

Peter Pércumas is a young man from Lithuania who died in Italy with the reputation for holiness
Petriukas Perkumas is another fruit of salesian spirituality  offered as a model to the young of Lithuania at the beginning of this third millennium. Born in 1917 in a small village, Kadagynai, without doubt Petriukas learned to love God and pray fervently in his family. This is also the testimony left by Fr Ananas Perkumas, a Salesian, Petriukas’s brother and a missionary in China, who always encouraged his vocation. Given the poverty of the family, Petriukas worked as a shepherd boy for a rich land owner and then as a marker in a billiard hall. Having saved a little money, Petriukas was able to fulfil his dream and go to Italy. Having arrived there he lived very frugally, he was poor but maintained his self-respect. At the beginning it was not easy, far from his family and his homeland, not knowing the language, and among people of a different culture. He was often mocked for being small, but his sincerity, generosity, and strong will helped him overcome every difficulty, motivated as he was by the desire to become a Son of Don Bosco. He dreamed of returning among his own people  as a Salesian Brother, to open a school of “arts and trades” and work on behalf of Lithuanian boys. He wanted to share with them what he had discovered: the secret of happiness through carrying out his duties and serving others, love for the Eucharist and devotion to Mary Help of Christians. In a few short years he reached exceptional spiritual maturity. A heart condition soon struck him down: at 19 years of age on 12/1/1937, he died a holy death at Rebaudengo in Turin. His last words as he comforted those around him are remarkable: “Pray for me. From heaven I shall pray for you. And remember: Noble the heart, generous the spirit, iron the will”. It was his personal motto admirably summing up his character. Little Peter (Petriukas) in fact, didn’t stand out for his personal qualities but for his spiritual gifts: his frugal lifestyle,  iron will, diligence in his duties, and his cheerfulness. He didn’t avoid hard work, but instead generously offered his services with great spontaneity.
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