Bollettino Salesiano, December, 2004                      
FRUITS OF THE PREVENTIVE SYSTEM

by Pascual Chávez Villanueva    

SIGMUND OCASION

Here for our readers are more fruits of  Don Bosco’s system, who for this year will be the last. However, I invite all of you to find others – they certainly exist– and to make them known. Here then are SIGMUND OCASION from Mandaluyong in the Philippines.   
Sigmund was born in ‘76. Today he would be 28. The only boy in a family of four, Sieg had a marvellous family life. He began elementary school at Don Bosco in Mandaluyong. Not only was it close to home, but his parents believed  that a salesian school would provide him  with a sound human, moral and spiritual foundation. Sigmund obtained excellent results in religion there and also a prize for the most popular pupil. He was a member of the “Friends of Dominic Savio” Club, of the “Apostles among Companions” group and a leaders’ training group. In 1992 the family emigrated to Canada. Sigmund impressed his teachers in Toronto by his progress and his companions  by his goodness and generosity. He soon became a leader. Among other things he made his mark as “an outstanding basket-ball player,” so  much so that he was taken on by the Duke team, and became their best player. However, life was not easy in Canada, and Sigmund decided to... help things along: “Mum, I’ll do a local paper round to help with the bills”. “That’s a good idea, son, but are you sure you won’t be ashamed about it?” “Why should I be?”. Then to help with the university fees he worked in a “fast food” store and did the washing up in an old peoples’ home. He got his degee at 22 years of age and began work as a chemical analyst, showing seriousness, competence and determination. The President of the company called him “Big Fellow” and “Little President”. Then just when it seemed that a successful material and social life was opening up for him, out of the blue illness struck. One evening in February 2000, returning from work Sigmund felt a sharp pain in his stomach It was a tumour of the colon. Fear, tears, prayers…and an operation. Then the anxious wait. The consultant’s verdict left no hope: “Unfortunately it’s malignant”. The illness raced ahead. A Salesian brought him the sacrament of the sick. He was calm. His deep faith led him to console his family, instead of complaining. Everyone, doctors, nurses and other patients called him “a special guy”, and he had a stream of visitors. He firmly believed that God had a purpose in his sufferings. In the Canadian Salesian Newsletter (June 2000), Fr Joseph Occhio wrote: “Today, 14 June, I shall celebrate the messa di trigesima for the  repose of the soul of Sigmund Ocasion. Three months ago, he found out that he had terminal cancer. He was a shining example of the success of salesian spirituality: his serenity, courage and peace until the moment of his death made me think of Dominic Savio”.
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