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FRUITS OF THE PREVENTIVE SYSTEM

by Pascual Chávez Villanueva    

Flores Roderick
Roderick Flores a Philippino, a scout, a pupil in our technical school in Mandaluyong..

Roderick, Erick to his friends, was 15, but like Dominic Savio, he was a spiritually mature person. He perfectly personified Don Bosco’s idea: “Show me a boy who goes to confession and communion and he won’t cause you any problems …”. The scouts from the Don Bosco Technical College in Mandaluyong, Philippines, were having a three day camp. On the first afternoon of 18 August 1984 the seniors Roderick and Benedict noticed that two juniors were in trouble suffering from  cramp while they were swimming. They immediately jumped in and reached them but a strong current carried them further out. At this point Erick also got cramp. Benedict then got him and one of the others to the bank and turned back for the other, who desperately grabbed hold of him taking them both under. Erick saw what was happening and with a spirit of great generosity plunged into the rough waters again to help them. He reached them, and saved them just as a huge wave dragged him away for ever. His body was finally found on 25 August a week after that fatal day. While the cause of so much sorrow, his death highlighted the best aspects of the educative and pastoral community: everyone understood that Don Bosco had produced a hero! How had it been possible for a “normal” boy to behave like that: putting his own life at risk to save that of another? Monsignor Panfilo, rector, confessor and friend of Erick said: “Flores isn’t a hero because last Saturday he generously dived in to help someone in danger. That action was the culmination of a long series of countless gestures of selfless concern for others during the 15 years of his life. He is a hero because  he practised the discipline of serving, loving, of being generous. I would hazard a guess that he was destined to die a hero….From 1977 until his death Erick came to Mass here in our chapel at 5.30 or 6.00 in the afternoon. And every Sunday he went to confession … He made use of the sacrament not only as a means of purification but to grow, to love the Lord always better, and to improve himself.” He enjoyed sport, dancing, going for walks with his friends. At school he was regularly rewarded for good conduct. One habit of his was to visit the Blessed Sacrament in the small chapel of the Institute before the start of lessons. He is remembered as a serious boy, well turned out, handsome, intelligent. He belonged to the electronics department…and to a group who called themselves “430 SLC”, like the super Mercedes Benz automobile, a way of describing themselves as boys who aimed at quality and excellence. 



        




