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COLLECT
O God, who inspired in Blessed Titus, priest and martyr,
the courage to live the Gospel without fear,
and to risk his life for his brothers,
help us, through his intercession,
to be faithful and persevering in our Christian vocation
by taking care of our neighbour.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.




BLESSED TITUS ZEMAN, Priest and Martyr

From the Common of Martyrs [for one martyr] or Common of Pastors with the psalms of the day from the psalter. 


Born in Vajnory near Bratislava (Slovakia) on 4 January 1915, he was the eldest of ten children. At ten years of age he was unexpectedly healed from an illness through the intercession of Our Lady. He promised to be her son forever and to become a Salesian priest. He made his first religious profession in 1932 and was ordained priest in 1940. He escaped the so-called "Night of the Barbarians" (13-14 April 1950). He then decided to accompany some young confreres who crossed the Iron Curtain to reach Turin, in order to be become priests. He also tried to save some diocesan priests. After two successful expeditions (late summer and autumn 1950), the third expedition failed in April 1951.  Fr Titus Zeman was arrested, tortured, held in detention for 12 years and then released on conditional freedom for almost 5 years. He died on 8 January 1969.



Office of Readings

SECOND READING

From a letter of Blessed Titus Zeman, priest and martyr.

(Letter to a friend Michal Lošonský-Želiar [Linz, 26 January 1951]
Slovak National Archives [Bratislava] - Public Copy VIII 869


We must give our lives for our Brethren
Today, at Mass I had two very strong inspirations. If I had received them earlier, I would not have written my previous letter to you [on 21 January] about my fear. The first inspiration came during the first reading: "We ought to lay down our lives for one another.” (1 Jn 3:16). We have an obligation to be ready to sacrifice our lives for our brethren, and for that reason we should not be afraid. In the same reading it says: "We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love one another." (1 Jn 3: 14).   Dear friend, meditate on this reading, read it slowly, sentence by sentence. Think about it and you will understand that I was wrong when I sent you the previous letter, written in that tone. Those were my first impressions, influenced too much by thoughts of this life instead of thinking about the next, the better life which we hope to receive through the mercy of God.
The second inspiration came from the Gospel: "Do not fear ... Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. And even the hairs of your head are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows! "(Mt 10: 28-31). Dear Friend, I confess that these two strong thoughts accompanied me during the whole Mass and I cannot help but write them down.
Maybe some people will call this false heroism, even madness, or irrational behaviour.  Let people call it whatever they like, I call it a duty that was entrusted to me by my superiors, to whom I am responsible before God and before my "true superiors", not those who would like to be superiors and to direct everything from a comfortable office
I'm writing this to you because I cannot get away from a clear intuition, that you want to distance yourself [from this matter] on the basis of that letter you quoted to me, in which one of my zealous confreres told you to be careful of me because I was working without consulting my superiors. I assure you that I have consulted my superiors and that they have given me their blessing for this undertaking. I consider this a blessing from Don Bosco himself because they are his successors and representatives here on earth

RESPONSORY 								Mt 10, 29. 31
R/.   Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 
V/.  So do not be afraid: you are of more value than many sparrows!
R/.  Yet none of them will fall to the ground without the will of your Father.

PRAYER 

O God, who inspired in Blessed Titus, priest and martyr,
the courage to live the Gospel without fear,
and to risk his life for his brothers,
help us, through his intercession,
to be faithful and persevering in our Christian vocation
by taking care of our neighbour.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

