25 October

Anniversary of the dedication

of a particular church

Solemnity

The anniversary is celebrated on this day in those churches of which the actual

date of dedication is not known; in other churches it is celebrated on the day itself.

In both cases the formulary is taken from the Common of the Dedication of a Church, Anniversary of Dedication, in the dedicated church (Roman Missal).

By his death and resurrection Christ became the true and perfect temple of the new covenant, bringing together in unity the people he redeemed at the price of his blood. This holy people is the Church, the temple of God, built of living stones: in it the Father is adored in spirit and truth. In the course of history living stones have never been wanting for the building of this spiritual temple, of which the Risen Christ is the corner-stone.

From ancient times the word church has been extended to the building in which the Christian community comes together to listen to God's word, pray together and celebrate the Eucharist and the other sacraments. Thus the temple symbolizes resumes and expresses the various occasions and the manner of God's presence among his creatures.

As a figure of the Church, the temple is a reminder of community and communion. As a building cannot remain standing unless all the materials which have gone into its construction are held solidly together, in accordance with the plan drawn up by the architect and the work of the builders, so all the members of the Church — the community of faith, hope and charity (Lumen Gentium, n. 8) — are called to live and work hr a sincere and constant solidarity and communion.

Through its specific vocation the Salesian Family lives this moment as a reassurance of its awareness that it is at the heart of the Church and placed entirely at the service of its mission so as to contribute to building it as the Body of Christ, so that it may be manifested to the world as 'the universal sacrament of salvation' (Lumen Gentium, n. 48).













The texts of the Mass express the attitude of a community of faith which recalls with joy (Coll.) the holy day in which God filled with his presence the place dedicated to himself (Offertory). It is within the ambit of this symbol and medium that combine the human and divine that the Father builds the faithful into a living temple, bringing the Church to its full stature as the body of Christ throughout the world, to finally reach its perfection in the heavenly Jerusalem, which is the vision of peace (Pref.). The occasion of the celebration of the mystery of the temple (After comm.) is therefore for the assembly a motive for prayer and supplication: — that the mystery may become for us spirit and life (After comm.); -- to offer a worthy and blameless service to the Father (Coll.); — to present itself to the Father as an acceptable offering .(Offertory); — to be able to taste the fruits of joy and peace (After comm.), the fruits of the redemption (Coll.); — and to be united one day in the glorious communion of the saints (Sol. bless.).











