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DIREZIONE GENERALE OPERE DON BOSCO

Via della Pisana 1111 - 00163 Roma

The General Councillor forFormation

Rome, 19 March 2010

Prot. 10/0263
To Revv Frs Provincials
Subject: Fourth year of pastoral theology for the students in the “Gerini”Community 

Dear Father Provincial,

                                   I am writing to you about a decision taken by the Rector Major and the General Council last December, after having consulted the “Curatorium” of Gerini and various people in the “Mary Seat of Wisdom” Vice Province of Rome and at the Salesian Pontifical University about the fourth year of theological studies or the “pastoral year” to be undertaken by the Gerini students according to the previsions of article 74 of the Apostolic Constitution “Sapientia Christiana”
.

The Rector Major with the General Council has decided on the following directive: “At the end of the third year and after having obtained the baccalaureate, the“Gerini”  students of Theology will undertake a year of pastoral Theology, which could conclude with a Diploma in Pastoral Theology. In ordinary circumstances after priestly ordination and after a period of practical pastoral experience they may pursue a qualification for a licence in ecclesiastical studies.”

It is useful to recall here the provisions of the Church regarding the specific formation of the priest contained also in our Constitutions and quoted in the “Ratio”: “The specific formation of a candidate for the priestly ministry follows the norms and directives laid down by the Church and the Congregation.”
 “Members who are preparing for the priesthood must receive, over a minimum period of four years, a more intense and specifically priestly formation in formation communities”
 (FSDB 483).

This justifies the requirement, indicated in the above directive, of having four years of formation and theological studies, which until now have been fulfilled with the acquisition of the baccalaureate in Theology and the pursuit of an ecclesiastical specialisation.
The fundamental reason for the directive of the Rector Major and the General Council is to be found in the GC26 which requests the Rector Major with his Council to encourage “through the Formation Department a more consistent theological and pastoral preparation in curricula for specific formation” (GC26 n. 40). Now at the conclusion of the three year theological course at the UPS the students have very little preparation in pastoral theology, since in the three year course there are no specific courses in such matters. The lack of pastoral theology in the preparation of the Salesian priest at the UPS produces a gap which in this way can be filled.

In addition one is aware of the decision by a number of Provinces who consider that it is not appropriate after completing the first cycle of theological studies to continue immediately with specialist studies It is considered more effective when in ordinary circumstances the specialisation is undertaken after two or three years of practical pastoral experience in priestly ministry. In fact, the years required to complete consecutively the studies of the first and the second cycle are too long without there being any alternation between theory and practice, between studies and work. The Formation Department is also of the opinion that there is greater maturity in undertaking a specialisation after some practical pastoral experience.

For the implementation of the directive mentioned above, the Rector Major has entrusted to the Dean of the Faculty of Theology, in consultation with the Councillor for Formation and by means of the Commission for the first cycle of that Faculty, the task of drawing up a proposal for the fourth year of  Pastoral Theology.

This fourth year of Pastoral Theology will begin, if possible, with the academic year 2011-2012. That same year, starting from September, the deacons of the Gerini Community will remain there undertaking this year in that community without, as previously, transferring to the “Saint Thomas” community in the “Mary Seat of Wisdom” Vice Province of Rome, as has already been communicated.

I thank you for your attention and send you my best regards. I also take the opportunity to wish you a Happy Easter and assure you of my collaboration. In Don Bosco

Fr Francesco Cereda

� Article 74. §. 1. A Faculty of Sacred Theology has the special duty of taking care of the scientific theological formation of those preparing for the priesthood or preparing to hold some ecclesiastical office. § 2 For this purpose, special courses suitable for seminarians should be offered. It is also appropriate for the Faculty itself to offer the "pastoral year" required for the priesthood, in addition to the five - year basic cycle. At the end of this year, a special Diploma may be conferred. 


� C. 116.


� Reg. 97; cf GC21 295. 44.





