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DIREZIONE GENERALE OPERE DON BOSCO

Via della Pisana 1111 – 00163 ROMA

The General Councillor for Formation

Rome, 8 June 2007

Prot. 07/0387

Rev. Provincials

NORTH EUROPE Region
WEST EUROPE Region

ITALY/ MOR Region

Rev. Regional Councillors

Fr Albert Van Hecke

Fr Filiberto Rodriguez

Fr Pierfausto Frisoli

Rome

Subject: Beginning the phase of specific formation for Salesian Brothers from Europe

Dear Fr Provincial,

                                  First of all my best wishes. I am sending you some information about the phase of specific formation for Salesian Brothers from the Provinces of Europe.

1. On 27 March this year the Rector Major gave his approval for the setting up of this phase of formation, that will last for two years. It will be located at the “San Francesco di Sales” community in Turin Valdocco, while the academic courses will be at the study centre in Turin Crocetta. On 6 June the two-years curriculum of theology specifically for this phase was approved and is here attached.

2. The team of formation personnel is made up of the following confreres: Rector Fr Stefano Martoglio, Vice Rector and the one in charge of the phase of specific formation Fr Pavol Grach, Economer of the community Bro. Ottavio Davico, Assistant Bro Giacomo Bonassoli, Confessors Fr Bruno Corrado and Fr Casati Giancarlo. For the year 2007 - 2008 5 Salesian Brothers are already enrolled.

3. It is considered important that the confreres in this phase ordinarily take part in the community life of the “San Francesco di Sales” community, including times of prayer and of other fraternal activities; every week specific meetings for prayer and formation will also be arranged just for the young Brothers. From Monday to Friday lessons will take place at the Crocetta centre of studies.

4. Some pastoral experiences will be planned and reviewed together; others will be offered to each Salesian Brother personally; these will be undertaken at suitable times both during the week and at the weekend, according to needs and opportunities.

5. The curriculum of studies will now be submitted for the approval of the Faculty of Theology of the UPS, in order to have it recognised with a diploma on the  part of the Congregation for Catholic Education, as has already happened with the two-year Curriculum at Shillong - India.

6. I am also happy to know that there is the possibility that in the future the curriculum could be open to Religious Brothers from other Congregations and also that the present formation proposal could be open to the French and Portuguese speaking Provinces from the Africa and Madagascar Region.

7. The academic year at the Crocetta will begin on 24 September; while the year of formation will begin a week earlier with arrival in the community at Turin Valdocco. The Rector of the community will provide more detailed information for the Provincials who have Salesian Brothers enrolled.
While I thank the Regional Councillors of Europe, the team of formation personnel in Turin Valdocco and the teachers in the Crocetta centre of studies for their efforts in all this planning, we entrust to Mary Help of Christians and to Blessed Artemide Zatti its implementation.

In Don Bosco

Fr Francesco Cereda
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