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DIREZIONE GENERALE OPERE DON BOSCO

Via della Pisana 1111 - 00163 Roma

The General Councillor for Formation

Rome, 24 November 2012

Prot. 12/0478
To the Rev.
Provincial Delegate for Formation

For information

To the Rev.

Father Provincial 
Subject: Tasks for 2013 of the Provincial Delegate for Formation with the Commission 
Dear Delegate,

                      After the annual meetings of the Regional Formation Commissions, as usual I am suggesting to you some of the tasks that, with the Provincial Formation Commission and perhaps the Provincial and his Council, you can deal with for 2013.

We have arrived at the last year of the six-year period 2008-2014. Now it is a matter of bringing to a conclusion the final procedures and activities which await us, in order to carry out the Plan of animation and government of the Rector Major and the General Council for the six-year period.

This year will see all the Provinces concentrating on the preparation for the 27th General Chapter and holding the Provincial Chapters. With the Provincial Commission you could reflect on the contribution Formation can make to our being “witnesses to the radical approach of the Gospel.”

In a similar way the Formation Commission can make a contribution to encouraging the preparations for the Bicentenary of the Birth of Don Bosco and helping to draw up the local, province and national plans for the celebration of the Bicentenary itself.

1. Steps being taken in the Congregation

As the Congregation we have only to complete the drawing up of the guidelines with regard to Salesian personal accompaniment. We are thinking of preparing a provisional text and sending it out before May 2013. If you want to and are able to do so, you could reflect on it with the Provincial Formation Commission and send in your observations and suggestions  by November 2013.

2. Steps being taken in the Province
In the first place,  all the Provinces with the help of the Regions, are completing the drawing up of a programme for the maturing of the affective process and  formation to chastity, according to the guidelines offered in n. 408 of the Acts of the General Council, and they are beginning to put them into practice. This is a matter of an important aspect of formative, that appears to be neglected and which needs to be treated as a priority. We are then hoping to undertake an assessment of this work with the Faculty of Education at the UPS.

In addition the Provinces are invited to give a practical expression to the latest  proposals offered by our Sector  in 2012: Revision of the “Ratio” regarding the formation of the Salesian Brother, The qualification of the confreres. The assessment of and guidelines for intellectual formation in initial formation. Certainly you will be continuing your commitment to the care of vocations and to the experience of the aspirantate, of those on practical training and the confreres of the “quinquennium.”

Finally, it is important that at the end of the six-year period 2008-2014 the Provincial Formation Commission carries out an assessment of the implementation of the Provincial Formation Plan, of the results achieved and of the problems that still remain. This will be a good starting point for the Provincial Formation Plan for the six-year period 2014-2020 to be drawn up after the GC27. Before January 2014, I ask you to send to Fr Chrys or to Fr Horacio a digital copy of your assessment.

I have almost come to the end of my term in office as Councillor for Formation; I should therefore like to express my sincere thanks for your collaboration, that of your predecessors and of the Provincial Formation Commission.

With my best wishes in Don Bosco.

Fr Francesco Cereda
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