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Reflection on the texts of 22 March 2025: Mi 7:14-15,18-20.  Ps 102 (103). Lk 15:1-3, 11-32.

Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity, and passing over the transgression of the remnant of your possession? He does not retain his anger for ever, because he delights in showing clemency. (Mic 7:18).

The Word of God challenges us today, revealing God’s mercy and compassion towards his own. He doesn't weigh our sins to forgive us, but allows us to immerse ourselves in the fountain of his great love. Because he chose to turn our iniquity and mistakes into an opportunity. He spoke to our hearts, just as he spoke to the two sons in the parable of the prodigal son, inviting each one to become a son in the truth.
In a sense, the content of today’s texts, especially Luke’s pericope, invites us to joy. Because God’s presence in the midst of tax collectors, sinners, and their detractors is an invitation to forgiveness and reconciliation, revealing to us the true face of God. A God who is in search of human beings and who awaits the return of all those who have abandoned him or who are far from him.

Psalm 118 (119) tells us that the living God does not want the sinner to die, but to repent and live.

Jesus himself shows us the nature and depth of our sin and, on the other hand, invites us to be merciful like the Father.

In essence, Jesus is teaching us the infinite mercy and love of God, who rejoices at the repentance of a single sinner, just as the shepherd rejoices at finding the lost sheep, the woman at finding the lost coin, and the father at the return of the lost son.
Let us allow ourselves to be challenged by the word of God and by the depth of his love and mercy, so that in this time we can be reborn with him.

Fr Morachel BONHOMME, sdb- Hai.
