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The truth will make you free
Homily at the GC29 Working concluding Eucharist



Dear brothers and sisters,
Dear Chapter confreres,

I am sure that I am expressing everyone’s feelings when I say that the emotion that surrounds us at this moment (it is a feeling, but also much more) savours of fidelity to the Lord, the Kingdom of God, gratitude to God the Father, Salesianity and fidelity to the Holy Spirit, being faithful to the way in which our Father Don Bosco embodied what the Holy Spirit asked of him.

We are celebrating the Eucharist in this Salesian holy place, in the house of our Mother Mary Help of Christians, at the end of the Twenty-Ninth General Chapter of the Salesian Congregation, in the presence of the Rector Major and his Council.

How could we not bless and thank the Lord for so much grace, mercy and love with which he cares for and watches over Don Bosco’s Family and today, in particular, over his Salesian sons and daughters?

In his Message to the Chapter the Holy Father told us, “As the theme for your work you chose the motto, ‘Salesians, passionate about Jesus Christ and dedicated to young people’. This is a beautiful programme: being ‘passionate’ and ‘dedicated’, allowing yourself to be fully involved in love for the Lord and serving others without keeping anything for yourself, just as your Founder did in his time.” How true all this is!

Don Bosco’s greatness lay in the fact that he allowed himself to be moved, that his heart was pierced by the situation of abandonment of young people, and that he took action to alleviate their suffering, forgetting about himself in order to seek the good of his boys.

I am convinced that you have experienced a true time of presence and action of the Spirit, of true listening to the Spirit, recognising all that the Lord has done and continues to do in the Congregation, in the Family of Don Bosco and in his sons and daughters in every part of the world.

You have allowed the Lord to touch our hearts as Salesians, asking us, once again, to live in true love and passion for his beloved Son: “Passionate about Jesus Christ, dedicated to the young. Living our Salesian vocation faithfully and prophetically.”

Our passion for the Lord Jesus, the passion of each Salesian confreres in every place where the charism of Don Bosco has planted his tent in the name of the Lord, requires – as the Holy Father says in the Encyclical Dilexit Nos – “missionaries who are themselves in love and who, enthralled by Christ, feel bound to share this love that has changed their lives.”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  FRANCIS, Dilexit Nos. Encyclical Letter on the Human and Divine Love of the Heart of Jesus Christ, Vatican City 2024, 209.] 


This is what each of us must be. Far from the temptation of feeling we are masters, because we are masters of nothing and no one, much less of the young. We are their servants in the name of the Lord. Every young person must continue to feel that we, Salesian confreres, wherever we meet them, are fathers, teachers, friends and educators who live with them and for them. They must be able to perceive, without the need for words, that they are the reason for our lives as consecrated persons, because we have offered to the Lord all that we are for them. And that this life, our life, no longer belongs to us.

I believe that our passion for Christ and for young people must reach this point. Our loyalty to the Lord and to young people must go this far, to the point of being a humble prophecy in a time when the temptation to power, to using others, to living a fragmented, superficial, comfortable life, is not something impossible, it is not something that passes us by or that barely touches us. This temptation can also be ours.

And in this time, in this somewhat convulsive present throughout the world, the Salesians of Don Bosco continue to promise the Lord and young people, especially the poorest and most needy: “You can count on us. We exist for you and we will never leave you!” This continues to be our deepest Salesian truth. A truth that, in the Lord, makes us truly his disciples and free.

It is the message we heard from the Lord today in the gospel: “If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.”

Today there are many powerful people, near or far, who feel like Nebuchadnezzar in the first reading: ”Who is the god that will deliver you out of my hands?”

And the response of the three young people expresses a beautiful profession of faith that also has much to teach us Salesians at the end of GC29: “we have no need to present a defence to you in this matter. If our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire and out of your hand, O king, let him deliver us. But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods and we will not worship the golden statue that you have set up.” Words that manifest a deep trust in God, whatever happens. Nothing is worth more to them than the unique and fundamental relationship with the living Lord they worship.

When we propose to our beloved Congregation to be Salesians passionate about Jesus Christ, it is because we believe that even our being all for the young is only possible if we feel the need to correspond with all our heart to this immense and totally gratuitous love of God. It is about being faithful to love and not just mere performers of a duty (however generous our work may be). Only this love and faith, this trusting abandonment to him, can lead us to be totally for the young.

And we make this journey together, with all our confreres. 

Evangelical fraternity, our fraternity as Salesians of Don Bosco, called by the Lord to go out to meet young people – I insist – is neither accidental nor optional. It is essential for us, it is charismatic, and, if lived authentically, it gives rise to an extraordinary attraction, a “charm”.

Dear Chapter confreres, on behalf of all the confreres in the world, let us ask the Lord, through the intercession of Mary, our Mother and Help of Christians, to grant us the grace to be faithful like Don Bosco, to be brothers among us like Don Bosco, to be for young people like Don Bosco, and to be in the Church, in all simplicity, the Congregation that educates and evangelises, that announces the Lord, that goes where there are the least, the poorest, the discarded of this earth.
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