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The calendar has really provided the focus in the planning for this General Chapter: the day of the election of the Rector Major is in fact 25 March, the solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord. A choice intended, obviously, due to the powerful symbolism of the mystery celebrated today in the liturgy, and I would like to grasp hold of just two meanings from this.

The first is perhaps the most obvious and glaring: the amazing, undoubtedly unbridgeable distance between the Almighty God’s project and absolute human incapacity and impotence, so well represented by this newly adolescent daughter of Israel whom the Almighty chose to carry out that project. Speaking of choices, we are faced with a judgement that is improbable to say the least, with an outcome that promises to be a failure. We prefer to say, from a believing point of view, a mysterious choice. Mystery, in fact, is the central point that holds together seemingly opposite polarities and ones that are very distant from each other.
How mysterious is our choice at this moment too, because the distance between God’s project and the human instruments called to realise it is absolutely inescapable, it is part of the project, indeed, it is functional to it. We are not looking for the perfect person this morning, but rather the confrere free from any dreams or delusions of perfection or skills and abilities, and free to feel powerless in the face of God’s plan. 

Because we are certain that it is precisely this inner freedom that also enables the grace of God to burst forth, because - as one spiritual author says - “our impotence borders on God’s omnipotence. Within your limits, God is waiting for you... Where you can no longer move forward - or where there is no human hope - there is God”,[footnoteRef:2] and a God who can finally work fully in such a liberated heart.  [2:  R.Hombach, Aus Nächten und Tagen, Treviri 2000.] 

A second meaning I think I can read in the attitude of Mary who welcomes the incomprehensible project of God for her with those simple words (“Here am I, the servant of the Lord”). We know, in fact, that  Mary will fully enter the mystery not before the angel, but before the crucified Son, or in other words she will “understand” that mysterious announcement. Then, standing before the cross, her eyes on the eyes of her Son, in a silence much more eloquent than any word, in the most dramatic moment of her life, when she “loses” her son to become the mother of a multitude of children, she becomes for all of us not only a loving but an authoritative mother. Of that authority that comes from com-passion, from the ability to stand beside those who suffer, to take on the suffering of others, to have a heart free to host the pain of the world, of young people, of the poor, of minors, of confreres... The co-redemptrix is such because (before and together with him she is) compassionate. 
In a world torn by absurd power struggles and in a church that has also been tempted and fallen into abuses of power, this is the authority we need today, the only true authority, the one that comes from compassion!
We recommend this confrere to you, Mary, help of Christians! Give him a heart like yours, a heart capable of loving God with all his human sensitivity, and at the same time free to love human beings with divine passion! A large and humble heart, capable of saying its Fiat and together singing its Magnificat!
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