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Mic 7:14-15,18-20.  Ps 102 (103). Luke 15, 1-3,11-32

Dear brothers (and sisters), I would like to highlight two aspects that place our encounter with the Lord today in context:
1. We are halfway through Lent. Lent is a time to intensify our relationship with God and our neighbour through the demands of the Church.
2. We are in the 29th General Chapter, an important moment of discernment.

We are, therefore, in the process of discerning how to give our Congregation the right direction. The Chapter asks us to make a particular choice, a wise choice, enlightened by the Word of God under the guidance of the Holy Spirit: to have another Don Bosco as a guide for the Congregation and for the young people.

As baptised Christians and Salesians, to be in line with these two elements, it is important to embrace “Lady Humility” in order to live the primacy of God or “let God be God in our lives”.

I would even go so far as to say that we must forget ourselves in order to let God act, in other words, we must only listen to his voice, which speaks to us in the depths of our hearts.

All this brings us back to the Word we have just heard.

Verse 14 of chapter 7 of the book of Micah tells us: “Shepherd your people with your staff, the flock that belongs to you, which lives alone in a forest in the midst of a garden land” We therefore need our lives to be guided by God: the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

This means that, in order to respond to the Church’s requests and to discern, we must walk in the footsteps of Christ: the way, the truth, and the life. If we let ourselves be guided by our prejudices, our knowledge or our feelings, we will go in a completely different direction. The Word that we have just heard will be set aside, it will no longer be of any use.

It is true that the two texts we read today present God as the one who shows mercy. Yes, he is merciful. But let us remember that we are fortunate to hear him every day in the Word and to meet him in the Eucharist. We are therefore people instructed and shaped by Christ.  This is why he expects our cooperation. As Saint Augustine says: “God created us without us, but he will not save us without us.”

The Christian, religious or pastor, called by God, has a daily response to give. This requires a first step: “knowing ourselves”, knowing that we are human beings, that our human intelligence has limits. Why do we often believe that we are the Master of the masters?

We will have a good Lent and a good Chapter if, and only if, we open our hearts to God so that he forgives us, converts us and becomes at least a small light capable of illuminating our steps and guiding those who are far away, thanks to the gift of his Holy Spirit.

Why does this merciful father manage to forgive the “prodigal son”? Because he is human. His humanity urges him to go further to understand his son, to forgive him and redeem him from perdition. Because a good father must love his children unconditionally and be patient. Children are sometimes difficult to manage, but God’s grace in us allows us to do this.

To become a good father, we need to educate our heart and mind through the Word of God and the Church. The Church is a beacon and must be a beacon, a beacon in the struggle for life, saying with the Archbishop of Dublin, Diarmiud Martin, “A beacon can be seen from afar and offers its light to everyone, from all sides. It is a humble and faithful servant of the human journey, so that people can have life and arrive safely at their destination.” This is what our Congregation and every Salesian wants to be today: a beacon. The Church must offer the light of Christ to anyone who seeks the true way, that of love and mercy. God is rich in mercy because of the great love with which he has loved us. 

Another important aspect is the ability to recognise oneself as a sinner.

“Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; 
I am no longer worthy to be called your son.
Treat me like one of your hired hands.”

The child became aware of his faults, he regretted having committed them, he confessed his faults, he asked for forgiveness, he transformed, he changed. All that remains is perseverance. Will we be able to do the same?

There is no repentance if there is no change of life. A change of life is proof of a change of heart.

When the son is converted, the father is moved in his heart. He looks not only at what he has done, but at what he wants to become. God is there for all of us, whoever we are. Our God is the one who forgives and opens his arms to everyone: to the Salesian world, wherever it comes from, from Africa, Asia, Europe, America and Oceania. He doesn’t take anyone for granted.

This is therefore our commitment for Lent: the desire to change and become children in the truth; and God with his merciful arms awaits us all.

With Mary Help of Christians, we ask the Lord to have mercy on us and to show mercy to his people. Amen.
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