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HOMILY AT THE EUCHARIST (18/02/2025)

We are here in search of inspiration. Today, in the Gospel, Jesus educates our mentality to put our concerns in order and be able to grasp, among the many things to do every day, what really matters in life. This place where we are is sacred ground for us, the place where our Founder lived, and which reminds us of the conviction of faith with which the text of our Constitutions opens:  With a feeling of humble gratitude we believe that the Society of St Francis de Sales came into being not as a merely human venture but by the initiative of God (C 1). 

[bookmark: _Hlk189576568]The same God who accompanied Don Bosco’s life also called us and guides us in the development of the precious gift that we have freely received as an inheritance: our dear Salesian Congregation. We have come to Valdocco from all over the world, just as the first Salesians did in that distant month of January 1888 to accompany the final days of their father as he was dying. Fr Viglietti allows us to realistically and emotionally recall those moments spent beside our Father. Don Bosco died without any extraordinary manifestations. In that sacred moment where one slowly loses control of one’s life, everything one has experienced emerges transparently from the depths of the soul: “Hurry, hurry up quickly to save those young people! […] What I did, I did for the Lord ... More could have been done... But they will be my children... Our Congregation is led by God and protected by Mary Help of Christians.” […] Tell the young people that I am waiting for them all in Paradise. Oh Mary! Oh Mary! Jesus, Mary, I give you my heart and my soul.” 

The presence of Jesus and Mary permeated Don Bosco’s entire life, with a personal relationship so deep and intense that it became the foundation of all his activity. At the age of nine, Jesus and Mary had entrusted him with a mission and, when his strength failed, invoking their names, Don Bosco left for eternity. We need to remember this to avoid happening to us what happened to the disciples of Jesus who, despite having eaten the bread he multiplied to their fullness, we worried about something else, precisely because they had not understood who Jesus was. That was the mission entrusted to them. It can happen to us too: without a passionate relationship with Jesus, the good we do for others will not be enough to fill our hearts with abundant life. 

We are here looking for inspiration and we can we find it only in Jesus. It is not enough to be recognised for the good work of the educational institutions we manage or for the social services we provide. Mark’s Gospel introduces us to those worried disciples who argue about not having bread, not understanding that the living bread that came down from heaven was beside them. Like the disciples, we too can worry about so many things to do, manage, organise and we end up getting used to a life in which we neglect the personal encounter with Jesus, who is the only one who can reinforce in us the sense of mission and is therefore the most precious bread we have to give to others. 

Without Jesus we can do nothing, article 12 of our Constitutions reminds us, and that is why we must revive the conviction that Jesus walks with us, speaks with us, breathes with us, works with us (cf. EG 266). This conviction will make us free in the face of the opinions of others or the difficulties we encounter today in the Congregation; it will allow us to accept the peace that Jesus gives us to bring to others, without having any debt to anyone, except that of mutual love (Rom 13: 8). 

Jesus asks us not to dull our hearts with the individualism that cancels out fraternity, not to let ourselves be distracted by a life made up of formal relationships in which the passion of self-giving is lost, not to fall into a state of mind of frequent defeat that leads us to continuous complaining and pessimism. Jesus offers us the freedom of spirit and inner peace that nothing and no one can take away from us. Let’s not worry about other things, let’s not look for other “breads” that will leave us unsatisfied in the long run. Let us not stop believing in the transforming power of the gospel that is able to make all things new. 

Let us fervently ask God for the gift of freedom of spirit, so that we do not cling to anything that separates us from him. Let us open our eyes to identify every subtle hint of spiritual worldliness in our lives, which manifests itself as Pope Francis has shown us in very different ways depending on the way of being of each individual: ostentatious preoccupation for the liturgy, a busy social life, managerial functionalism loaded with statistics, planning and evaluations whose principal beneficiary is not God’s people but the Church as an institution. (EG 95). Let us say no to everything that traps us, even if it is disguised as good. Let us not feed on those loaves, let alone fight among ourselves over them. Let us not allow ourselves to be robbed of Jesus and the Gospel!

The reading from the book of Genesis describes a situation in which man’s wickedness  grew without remedy on earth, but today Don Bosco cries out to us once again from his bed: hurry up and save those young people! God does not want a new flood, but that evil be overcome with good (Rom 12:21). Valdocco was for Don Bosco like the great ark of the Preventive System in which he welcomed many boys and protected them in an atmosphere of affection and closeness. That Preventive System that continues to be a spirituality to be lived on all the continents, a space that saves, an ecosystem of life and hope, a place of shared affections in which to give young people the tools to believe and to live. 

Here, at Valdocco, let us renew the belief that it is possible to overcome evil with the force of good in a concrete and real way. Today we Salesians can continue to be give a hand to many young people who need adults to listen to them and help them to name their emotions, to channel their desires for the good, to identify the many addictions that trap them and prevent them from being happy here and in eternity. 

We are here in search of inspiration, convinced that the Salesian mission is God’s desire and that we must draw closer to him to be increasingly free, authentic and credible. Don Bosco encourages us: Go ahead, always go ahead! The path has been traced and it is a path that leads to love (cf. C 196). Let us not be distracted, like those disciples, by unimportant things. Let us not retreat into ourselves, let us not allow ourselves to be suffocated by small quarrels at home, let us not become prisoners of our problems. They will be solved if we go to help others solve their problems by announcing the Good News. We will find life by giving life, hope by giving hope, love by loving. 

Let us ask Mary Help of Christians, in whose house we are, to intercede for us and to be, as She was at the origin of our Congregation, our guide, protector and help. Amen.
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