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Rafael Montenegro – VEN | 15 March 2025
Readings: Deuteronomy 26:16-19 / Matthew 5:43-48, 
A few days before coming to Turin to participate in GC29, I had the opportunity to talk to Alejandro, a 22-year-old young man, one of the many who live in the slums on the outskirts of Caracas.... In the conversation he told me that he was very happy with what he was experiencing and that he was deeply grateful to God because in contact with the Salesian oratory in his neighbourhood and, in particular, in the meeting with the young Salesian who coordinates it, the Lord Jesus had brought from a situation of darkness and on the way to perdition (marked by loneliness, family abandonment, financial poverty, contact with the world of drugs and crime) to a new reality of light, where he experienced the joy of being able to study,feel happy and useful, discover that his life had meaning and that he was doing everything possible to prevent other young people from running the real risk of being lost.... 
I think this is a story that many Salesians have experienced and continue to experience in the different contexts and circumstances in which we find ourselves.... It is just a small example of the daily danger in which so many boys and girls find themselves in our countries and, at the same time, it is a simple example of the good we can do as a mediation of God’s grace for so many! 
In the text of Deuteronomy that we have just heard, Moses speaks to his people reminding them of his identity: “The Lord is your God and you are his people”. It reminds them that God has sealed the Covenant with them, making them his people; a voluntary initiative of God, which demands a clear and faithful response from each one and from the whole community: to be faithful to him, to his love, to his offer of eternal salvation; to listen to his voice, to follow his law, to make his commandments their own, putting them into practice with all their heart, with all their soul... It is not the observance of external rules, but a path that leads to a full life in communion with him! A journey of communion with God.
Alejandro’s life and story, like that of many others, immerses us in the mystery and plan of God, who does not want any of his own to lose eternal life, which begins here, living a healthy and dignified life; on the other hand, he reminds us that, by his initiative and infinite mercy, he has associated us with his mystery of Salvation, mediating his Love for all and especially for those who are most vulnerable and in real danger. How can we Salesians live our lives as followers of Christ, assume the commandments of God and live the path of communion with him, if not by doing everything we can and can invent on behalf of the lives of those who are threatened, lost or at risk of being so?
The certainty of God’s presence and the awareness of being his people support us in the daily effort to make available our personal talents, spiritual goods, institutional and material resources, to help build new realities for all, experiences full of life, spaces of care where those who are threatened feel safe. Houses full of Grace! 
Our Salesian vocation urges us to collaborate with God so that he will continue to call many to be associated with the mission of extending his Kingdom, a Kingdom that grows in adverse situations, situations where life is denied, situations built by human beings who, with their backs turned to God’s will, make themselves, their ideologies, their business and their ambitions, the centre of their lives, generating hell for many others...
Jesus tells us in the text of Matthew’s Gospel: Be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect! A very high goal that the Lord sets for us: love! Love as the Father loves us. 
Fr Pascual told us during the Mass celebrated at Colle Don Bosco, that we came to thank, remember and be inspired by the brilliant person of Don Bosco, who took the following of Christ seriously, loving those whom God himself put on his path... We have our father Don Bosco who helps us with his exemplary life to remember the great good he has done, the good that our Congregation has done and continues to do throughout the world and to dream of how to continue to do so in the present and in the immediate future in the various youth and cultural contexts where God is present in Don Bosco’s charism.  
Considering the situation we have been living through in Venezuela for more than 25 years and the reality of so many of our suffering countries, loving our enemies and praying for those who harm us, as Jesus tells us in the Gospel, is a genuine spiritual challenge in which the character of our faith in Christ is measured! It is difficult and can seem impossible and even fruitless; however, due to the demands of our own faith in Christ and with the hope of the Promise pronounced by God, who does not lie, we love our enemies and pray for those who harm us, committing ourselves to generate as much good as possible; opposing what corrupts and marginalises, collaborating to understand and live experiences of solidarity and justice; favouring good social and human practices as an alternative to the selfishness that encloses and isolates; educating to faith and Christian commitment. In short, making a personal effort to live the beautiful Salesian vocation to which God has called us, fighting against everything that can turn us into someone who hurts others!      
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